
Development and application of the ITU Administrative Regulations

The ITU Administrative Regulations, which complement the Constitution and 
Convention, regulate the use of telecommunications/ICTs and are binding on all 
Member States.

The foundation of international frequency management is the Radio Regulations, the 
binding international treaty that contains regulatory provisions and procedures 
which describe how the administrations from all ITU Member States may exercise 
rights to use the radio-frequency spectrum in the various frequency bands for the 
purpose for which they are allocated, and the corresponding obligations.

The Radio Regulations have the following objectives: to facilitate equitable 
access to and rational use of the natural resources of the radio-frequency spectrum 
and the geostationary and other satellite orbits; to ensure the availability and 
protection from harmful interference of the frequencies provided for distress and 
safety purposes; to assist in the prevention and resolution of cases of harmful 
interference between the radio services of different administrations; to facilitate the 
efficient and effective operation of all radiocommunication services; to provide for 
and, where necessary, regulate new applications of radiocommunication 
technology.

The Radio Regulations and regional agreements are updated by world and 
regional radiocommunication conferences, preceded by a period of supporting 
technical and regulatory studies. Additionally, ITU continues to oversee the 
implementation and execution of these legal instruments, and to develop enabling 
processes and associated software tools that facilitate their application by ITU 
Member States.

The International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) and the Radio Regulations 
comprise the Administrative Regulations, and as such complement the Constitution 
and Convention. The ITRs establish general principles which relate to the provision 
and operation of international telecommunication services offered to the public. The 
World Conference on International Telecommunications may partially or in 
exceptional cases completely revise the ITRs.




