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At Oslo and Akershus University College of Applied Sciences (HiOA), we believe in technology and equality. Research has clearly shown that a digital divide exists between people who can use and those that cannot. In order to diminish the digital divide my university has attempted to increase awareness and competence in the universal design of information and communications technology (ICT). Universal design refers to ICT that is usable by all people, to the greatest extent possible, without the need for adaptation or specialized design. 
Our Masters degree in universal design of ICT, which is the only one of its kind in Europe, aims to meet the growing need for knowledge and expertise in universal design of ICT solutions. We are training the next generation of technology professionals and contributing to the creation of universally accessible ICT user interfaces, infrastructure and services. Essentially, the program aims to promote barrier free ICT solutions by dismantling barriers in existing ICT solutions to make it usable by as many people as possible in diverse situations, on different devices, and that utilize different operating systems, software and assistive technologies. In addition, we offer a summer course in universal design of new and emerging user interfaces, and we will be accepting applications for both the masters degree and summer school until March 1st.

My university has also participated in an European Union funded project called MOOCAP. MOOCAP stands for “MOOCs for Accessibility Partnership”. MOOC stands for Massive open online course, and MOOCs have attracted millions of students. They’re typically open to anyone. They’re offered only on the web and are similar in scope to university courses. The goal of the project is to provide education on the accessible design of ICT. The project participants have created free online courses that teach people from around the world how to create accessible media and content, such as web sites, mobile apps and office documents. In addition, students can learn about how to design products and systems for daily living in order to make them accessible to, understandable by and usable for a wide range of people. The project has produced an introductory course and aims to produce several specialised courses in the future. The introductory course is hosted on FutureLearn, where it will run from 6 February till 12 March 2017. 

http://www.hioa.no/eng/Studies/TKD/Master/Universal-Design-of-ICT
http://gpii.eu/moocap/
http://www.hioa.no/Studier-og-kurs/Summer
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