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The purpose of this document is to provide information for the ninth meeting of the Experts Group on Advanced Video Coding (Q.15/16) to be held in Red Bank, New Jersey, USA, October 19-22, 1999. The meeting is hosted at the kind invitation of Lucent Technologies and AT&T Laboratories.  Final permission to hold the meeting has not yet been granted by Study Group 16 of the ITU-T, so this announcement cannot yet be considered final.



The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of the following:

Further the work toward H.26L long-term coding standard, including in particular

The correction of the shortcomings noted in the current Test Model Long-Term of

The inability to change the inverse quantization step size on a macroblock-by-macroblock basis

The need for a network-friendly bitstream structure (resynchronization, packetization, data partitioning, etc.)

The need for specification of decoder reaction to lost or corrupted data

And the Key Technical Areas of investigation of:

Improved motion compensation accuracy

Affine Motion Compensation

Alternative-Structured Waveform Coding (e.g., VQ, EZW, multiple coding modes)

Enhanced Intra coding performance (e.g., intra spatial prediction or intra wavelet coding)

Improvement of entropy coding

Improvement of error resilience

Further the work toward “H.263++” extensions of H.263 for future determination, including in particular

The drafted annexes for

Annex U: Enhanced Reference Picture Selection (a.k.a. Long-term memory)

Annex V: Data Partitioned Slices

Annex W: Fixed-point IDCT specification

And the Key Technical Areas of investigation of

Affine Motion Compensation

Alternative Scan of Coefficients

Media-Aware Error Control Coding

Error Resilient Header Repetition

Error concealment techniques (normative or informative)

Maintenance of existing ITU video coding standards (H.120, H.261, H.262, H.263)

Coordination of video coding needs for Q.11-14/16 standards

Study of H.263v2 capabilities and limits, including test model and software development and bitstream exchange activities

Particular study of video coding for packet network and mobile applications

Coordination of relationship with video coding technology in ISO/IEC JTC1 SC29/ WG11 (MPEG)

Consideration of video coding needs for non-conversational services

Consideration of video coding needs for users of sign-language and lip-reading

Maintenance of existing ITU video coding standards (H.120, H.261, H.262, H.263)

Consideration of technology for compressed digital-to-digital video format bit rate reduction

Any other business as necessary for Q.15 consideration



The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members.  Additional non ITU-T experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteur.  The rapporteur of Q.15 does not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expects to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  Electronic mail sent to the rapporteur is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such an invitation (be sure to include return contact phone, fax, address and email information).



The meeting is hosted by Lucent Technologies and AT&T Laboratories, and is co-located with meetings of Q.11, 12, 13, and 14 / SG16. The meeting host representative contact information is:



Glen Freundlich�Lucent Technologies�11900 N. Pecos�Westminster, Colorado 80234  USA�Email: ggf@lucent.com�Tel:  +1 303 538 2899

Fax: +1 303 538 3907��

Logistics information for the meeting is provided in Annex A.



The following relevant documents will soon be available on the Q.15/16 ftp site (ftp://standard.pictel.com) in the directory video-site/9910_Red

A detailed agenda with document allocation (q15iT1.doc)

A list of registered contributions (q15i00.doc)

A document template file (q15i.dot)

A copy of this meeting announcement (q15iT0.doc)



Participants are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the ftp site (q15i.dot) when preparing contributions.



Contributions for Q.15 will be numbered “Q15-M-XX“, where M is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “I“), and XX will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is q15iXX.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word (version 7 or earlier  preferred) format with a .doc extension is preferred.  Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the rapporteur for Q.15 <garysull@microsoft.com>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, and country information), subject area (admin, H.263, H.263++, H.26L, prior standards, other), and purpose (information, proposal, proposed draft text, draft text for output document, or liaison).



It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox at:



	URL: ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/dropbox



at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the rapporteur (garysull@microsoft.com) who will move the document to the meeting folder.  An email message should also be sent to the email reflector (itu-adv-video@listserv.iterated.com) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.



All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site at least four business days prior to the meeting (i.e., by midnight in Red Bank, New Jersey, USA on Wednesday 13 October, which is 9 p.m. in California and 6 a.m. of Thursday 14 October in Geneva).  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.



Contributors of documents are requested to also bring at least 5 paper copies of their documents for distribution at the meeting.  Please note that this required number of copies is steadily decreasing – our primary means of document distribution is electronic, and our members are expected to download documents in advance.



Those planning a videotape demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., should contact the rapporteur (contact information below) and the meeting host (contact information above) to insure that the required facilities are available.



I am looking forward to a productive meeting with you.



Sincerely yours,



/s/ Gary Sullivan

Gary Sullivan�Rapporteur for SG16 Question 15�Microsoft Corp.�One Microsoft Way�Redmond, WA 98052���Tel:  +1 (425) 703-5308�Fax: +1 (425) 936-7329�Email: garysull@microsoft.com���ANNEX A:

Information for the October 19-22 Meeting of�ITU-T Q.15/SG16

Advanced Video Coding Experts Group

(Co-Located with Meetings of Q.11, Q.12, Q.13, Q.14)





Meeting Location



The meeting will be held in the Molly Pitcher Inn



     Molly Pitcher Inn

     88 Riverside Avenue

     Red Bank, NJ 07701

     Voice: Out of state within USA/CA:            +1 800 221 1372

                New Jersey and Outside USA/CA:  +1 732 747 2500

     Fax:   +1 732 747 2713

     E-mail: mollypitcher@msn.com



Accommodations

We have arranged a rate of $85 per night (not including taxes) to stay at the Molly Pitcher Inn or the companion Oyster Point. This rate does not include any meals. A block of 100 rooms will be held until 22 September. 



Many restaurants are within easy walking distance from the Molly Pitcher, in addition to the restaurants at the Molly Pitcher. The Molly Pitcher and Oyster Point each have a fitness room available to guests. The weather in October may be a little cool to use the outdoor pool at the Molly Pitcher.



You must make your own room reservations with the hotel. You should check with the hotel regarding their cancellation policy.

Reservations by Telephone

Call +1 800 221 1372 (732 747 2500 in New Jersey) and mention that you are attending the ITU-SG16 meeting.

Reservations by email

Send email to mollypitcher@msn.com with the following body:



I would like to reserve a room for the ITU-SG16 meeting.

Name:

Company:

Address:

Telephone:

Date of arrival:

Date of departure:

Special needs:

Number in party:

Credit card type:

Name of cardholder:

Card Number:

Expiration date:

Reservations by Fax

Complete the attached form and fax it to the Molly Pitcher Inn at +1 732 747 2713.



Meeting Registration

Please send email as follows:

To:         rrroy@att.com, eileen.patterson@ascend.com 

Cc:         okubo@giti.or.jp, dskran@ascend.com, ggf@lucent.com, 

                tom.geary@conexant.com, garysull@microsoft.com 

Subject:    Red Bank meeting registration 





Name: 

Company: 

Arrival: 

Departure: 

Special needs:



Fees

As these joint meetings of Questions have become quite large and expensive, we are asking the attendees for a $60 meeting fee. The fee will be collected by the Molly Pitcher.



Facilities

We have 3 meeting rooms for the various Question meetings: a large ballroom, a medium room to seat 30 - 35, and a smaller room to seat 15 – 20. There will be network access in each room. Delegates are reminded to bring a cable to reach the nearest hub.



Documentation

As has been the case at recent meetings, we encourage a “paperless” meeting. Our primary means of document distribution is electronic, although we ask for 5 copies of each contribution to be brought to the meeting on paper.  We do not have plans to support reproduction of documents during the meeting, so a means of accessing the local-area network at the meeting is needed by all delegates.



Travel

The closest airport is Newark International (http://www.panynj.gov/newarkairport/). The Molly Pitcher is about a 1-hour drive from Newark. Use of a taxi would be very expensive and is not recommended. [Note from Glen Freundlich – I’ve never lived in New Jersey, but have traveled to our offices there. I’ve always rented a car, so cannot comment on bus or limousine services. The first 5 miles from the airport can be confusing, or at times intimidating, so an alternative to driving might be desirable. If you think bus or limousine service sounds desirable, I’d suggest calling as part of making your travel plans.]

Bus Service

Airport Express (+1 888 588 5088) operates express van service between Newark and the Molly Pitcher. The vans run every 2 hours starting at 6:30 in the morning until 10:30 at night (so at 6:30, 8:30, 10:30, 12:30, etc). Book a ride through the Ground Transportation desk in the terminal. The cost is $17 per person one way.

Limousine

Concorde Limousine (+1 732 577 0023) provides limousine service. This could be a reasonable approach for groups of 2 or more travelling together. You should make arrangements in advance if you would like to use this service.

Rental Car

By car from Newark International Airport:

Get directions to the Garden State Parkway heading south. Please be sure to get complete directions to the Garden State Parkway or you may encounter the rather challenging experience of ending up in New York City (you might encounter this even if you get good directions). Also note that you should not use the center “express” lanes of the Parkway, but should instead stay in the lanes marked for access to all exits.

Follow the Parkway south to exit 109.

Turn left onto Newman Springs Road and proceed to the end. 

Turn left onto Route 35, cross the railroad tracks and immediately bear left onto Route 35 (Maple Avenue). Follow Maple Avenue to Front Street. 

Turn left on Front Street, and bear right through one traffic signal to Molly Pitcher Inn on right.



Additional Information

www.redbank.com – information about the area where the meeting will be held

www.mollypitcher.com – hotel information

www.panynj.gov/newarkairport/ - also includes some interesting links



�

Hotel Room Reservation Request 

ITU-SG16 Meeting (Meeting dates 18 – 22 October 1999)



(Please complete this form and fax to +1 732 747 2713.)



Name:���Company:���Address:���������Telephone:���Fax:���Date of Arrival:���Date of Departure:���Special Needs:���Number in Party:���

Credit Card Information

Card Type:	

�Visa��Master Card��American Express��CB/Diners��Discover��	Other: ___________________________________



Name of Cardholder:���Card Number:���Expiration Date:���
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