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The mandate of this ad hoc group was to consider the need for adopting additional incremental enhancements to Recommendation H.263 beyond those in H.263+.

The interim period since the Monterey meeting has been remarkably quiet on our email reflector (itu-adv-video@standard.pictel.com).

Six key technical areas (KTAs) are currently recognized by Q15 to appear promising for further investigation relating to the H.263++ project.  These include:

· two areas which have been adopted with draft annexes,

· three additional areas recognized at the Monterey meeting, and

· one additional area added for consideration at the Santiago SG16 meeting.  

Contributions which appear to have some relationship to several of these KTAs have been registered for the Berlin meeting:

1) Reference picture selection enhancement (Draft Annex U in Q15-G-18)

 Q15-H-09  (Univ. Surrey, proposed modifications)

 Q15-H-24 (Univ. Erlangen-Nurem., error resilience properties)

 Q15-H-30 (Univ. Erlangen-Nurem., proposed modifications)

2) Error resilient data partitioning (Draft Annex V in Q15-G-13)

 Q15-H-25 (LG Info. & Comm., new data partitioning method with Reed-Solomon)
3) Affine motion compensation

 Q15-H-21 ((U. Erlangen-Nurem.)

4) IDCT mismatch reduction

 Q15-H-29 (U. Erlangen-Nurem., verification of Q15-G-34 results)

5) Error concealment (normative or informative)

 No contributions
6) Content-Based coefficient mapping

· Q15-H-22 (Siemens, proposal)

The current H.263++ project workplan was summarized in the report of the Monterey meeting [Q15-G-48] as follows:

The group discussed whether all proposed H.263++ modifications must proceed on the same schedule, and decided that this was not necessary, although it was desirable.  The group also discussed the issue of whether H.263 would continue to be incrementally enhanced indefinitely, and decided that we should soon begin to turn our primary focus toward H.26L.  The plan adopted by the group was therefore that we do not expect to adopt further new proposals of optional incremental enhancements to H.263 after Determination of the current round of draft annexes (Determination target date February 2000).  However, proposals that have already begun collaborative KTA development by that time may continue to be refined and evaluated for later Determination.

The current H.263++ detailed Workplan is shown below.  Workplans are subject to change by group consensus.

H.263++ Workplan
	Meeting
	Approx Date
	Type
	Milestone

	SG16-1
	17 March ‘97
	Study Group
	

	Q15-A
	24 Jun ‘97
	Experts
	

	Q15-B
	8 Sep ‘97
	Experts
	Adoption of Workplan

	Q15-C
	2 Dec ‘97
	Experts
	Start of Significant Effort

	SG16-2
	26 Jan ‘98
	Study Group
	

	Q15-D
	21 Apr ‘98
	Experts
	

	Q15-E
	21 Jul ‘98
	Experts
	

	SG16-3
	14 Sep ‘98
	Study Group
	

	Q15-F
	3 Nov ‘98
	Experts
	

	Q15-G
	16 Feb ‘99
	Experts
	First Formal Draft Adoptions

	SG16-4
	17 May ‘99
	Study Group
	

	Q15-H
	3 Aug ‘99
	Experts
	Last Formal Draft Adoptions

	SG16-5
	30 Sep ‘99
	Study Group
	

	Q15-I
	Nov ‘99
	Experts
	Final Draft for Determination

	SG16-6
	Feb ‘00
	Study Group
	Determination

	Q15-J
	May ‘00
	Experts
	Bug-checking

	Q15-K
	Aug ‘00
	Experts
	Final Draft for Decision

	
	Jan ‘01
	Study Group
	Decision
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