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Correction of problems related to MCV in the white draft of H.230

______________________________________________________________________________

Introduction

There is a problem with the H.243 mechanism for broadcasting a still image (H.261 annex D) . There is no reliable means for a terminal to know when its video signal is being broadcast to all remote sites, so there is a risk that transmission may begin before all sites are ready to receive the still image.  The MIV indication is only an “on-air” signal indication that one or more sites are receiving the video stream.  We propose three new H.230 C&I BAS codes: ‘MVA’ (Multipoint Visualization Achieved) and ‘MVR’ (Multipoint Visualization Refused/Revoked) and an associated ‘MVC’ capability (Multipoint Visualization Capability) to resolve the problem.

These changes were presented to the joint Q11-15/16 Experts meeting in Monterey, CA (Feb. 15-19,1999) and the expert’s group recommended the changes to be accepted.

Please note that corresponding changes are being proposed for H.243, specifying the use of these new codepoints.

Text to be added to the white draft of H.230

The following clarifications and additions should be incorporated in H.230 (change marks are against current revisions of H.230):

Section 3.5: Add new MVA and MVR messages as unique answers to MCV.  Add a capability MVC to indicate support of these new messages.  After receiving MVA the terminal can transmit a still image (graphic transfer):

MVC

Multipoint Visualization Capability
 – Included in the cap-set of an MCU or terminal to show that it can properly generate or process the codes MVA and MVR

MVA

Multipoint Visualization Achieved – Transmitted by an MCU to indicate that it has granted visualization in response to the command MCV

MVR
Multipoint Visualization Refused/Revoked – Transmitted by an MCU when it cannot comply with the command MCV, when visualization status has been withdrawn due to a higher priority switch request, e.g. VCB, or as a response to Cancel-MCV

Section 3.5: Clarify use of MIV and Cancel-MIV as "On Air"/”Off Air” indications only (change marks are against current H.230):

MIV
Multipoint Indication Visualization
 – Transmitted by an MCU to indicate to a terminal that its video signal is being seen by at least one other terminal (otherwise known as "On-air" or “seenByAtLeastOneOther”
 indication).

We propose the following new BAS code values (to be updated in Table 1/H.230 and Table 4/H.230):


MVC

(010)[12]


MVA

(010)[13]


MVR

(010)[14]
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