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The purpose of this document is to provide information for the seventh meeting of the Experts Group on Advanced Video Coding (Q.15/16) to be held in Monterey, California, USA, February 16-19, 1999. The meeting is hosted at the kind invitation of the International Multimedia Teleconferencing Consortium (IMTC).  Final permission to hold the meeting must first be granted by Study Group 16 of the ITU-T before this preliminary announcement can be considered final.


The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of the following:


Further the work toward H.26L long-term coding standard, including evaluation of technical proposals received in response to call for proposals issued at Jan/Feb SG 16 meeting, including in particular the Key Technical Areas of


Variable-size block-based segmentation


Enhanced Reference Picture Selection (a.k.a. Long-Term/Background Memory)


Affine Motion Compensation


16-sample Waveform Coding (e.g., 4x4)


Alternative-Structured Waveform Coding (e.g., VQ, EZW, multiple coding modes)


Directional (pixel-prediction) Intra coding


Further the work toward “H.263++” extensions for future determination, with possible drafting of H.263++ extensions for adoption, including in particular the Key Technical Areas of


Error Resilient Data Partitioning


Enhanced Reference Picture Selection (a.k.a. Long-Term/Background Memory)


Affine Motion Compensation


Adaptive Quantization


IDCT Mismatch Reduction


Deblocking and deringing filters (normative or informative)


Error concealment techniques (normative or informative)


Maintenance of existing ITU video coding standards (H.120, H.261, H.262, H.263)


Study of H.263v2 capabilities and limits, including test model and software development and bitstream exchange activities


Consideration of video coding needs for non-conversational services


Consideration of video coding needs for users of sign-language and lip-reading (e.g., SG16 Sept. 98 TD (G) 35)


Consideration of technology for compressed digital-to-digital video format bit rate reduction


Coordination of video coding needs with other organizations, including


Q.11-14/16, including


H.263+ in H.320


Video coding performance for mobile channels (Q.11, esp. H.324/M) and for packet networks (Q.13, esp. H.323), including


Tutorials, demonstrations, and studies of existing capabilities


Standardization proposals for future work


Error concealment methods


Channel rate and quality studies and requirements


Other such aspects for understanding and standardization for such application


ISO/IEC JTC1 SC29/ WG11 (MPEG), particularly MPEG-4 Video


ITU-T SG12, particularly Objective and Subjective Video Quality Assessment


Other organizations as appropriate


Other business as necessary for Q.15 consideration





The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members.  Additional non ITU-T experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteur.  The rapporteur of Q.15 does not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expects to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  Electronic mail sent to the rapporteur is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such an invitation (be sure to include return contact phone, fax, address and email information).





The meetings are being hosted by the International Multimedia Teleconferencing Consortium (IMTC). The meeting host representative contact information is:





Dr. Istvan Sebestyen�Siemens AG, ICN WN ES SP 4,�Hofmannstr. 51 D-81359 Munich�
Tel:  +49-89-722-47230�Fax: +49-89-722-47713�Email: istvan.sebestyen@icn.siemens.de�
�



Logistics information for the meeting is provided in Annex A.





The following relevant documents will soon be available on the Q.15/16 ftp site (ftp://standard.pictel.com) in the directory video-site/9902_Mon


A detailed agenda with document allocation (q15gT1.doc)


A list of registered contributions (q15g00.doc)


A document template file (q15g.dot)


A copy of this meeting announcement (q15gT0.doc)





Participants are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the ftp site (q15g.dot) when preparing contributions.





Contributions for Q.15 will be numbered “Q15-M-XX“, where M is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “G“), and XX will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is q15gXX.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word (version 7 or earlier  preferred, with Word 97 to be generally avoided in accordance with SG16 EDH policy) format with a .doc extension is preferred. Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the rapporteur for Q.15 <garys@pictel.com>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, and country information), subject area (admin, H.263, H.263++, H.26L, prior standards, other), and purpose (information, proposal, proposed draft text, draft text for output document, or liaison).





It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox at:





	URL: ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/dropbox





at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the rapporteur (garys@pictel.com) who will move the document to the meeting folder.  An email message should also be sent to the email reflector (itu-adv-video@listserv.iterated.com) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.





All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site at least four business days prior to the meeting (i.e., by midnight in Monterey, California, USA on Wednesday February 10, which is 3 a.m. on Thursday February 11 in Boston, or 6 a.m. on Thursday February 11 in London or GMT).  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.





Contributors of documents are requested to also bring at least 15 paper copies of their documents for distribution at the meeting.  Please note that this required number of copies is steadily decreasing – our primary means of document distribution is electronic, and our members are expected to download documents in advance.  Electronic document handling will be especially important for this meeting, as photocopying services may not be available on site.





Those planning a videotape demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., should contact the rapporteur (contact information below) and the meeting host (contact information above) to insure that the required facilities are available.





I am looking forward to a productive meeting with you.





Sincerely yours,





/s/ Gary Sullivan


Gary Sullivan�Rapporteur for SG16 Question 15�PictureTel Corp.  M/S 635�100 Minuteman Rd�Andover, MA 01810�
��Tel:  +1 978 623 4324�Fax: +1 978 749 2804�Email: garys@pictel.com�
�



�
ANNEX A:


Information for the February 16-19 Meeting of�ITU-T SG16/Q15


Advanced Video Coding Experts Group





Meeting Place


The ITU-T SG16/Q15 meeting will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel on Monterey Bay in Seaside, California, USA (just outside the city of Monterey) during Feb 16-19:





Embassy Suites on Monterey Bay


1441 Canyon Del Rey


Seaside, CA 93955


Tel: +1.831.393.1115


Toll Free Reservations: +1.800.362.2779


Fax: +1.831.393.1113 or +1.831.899.1928


http://www.embassy-suites.com/HotelInfo/embassy/property.html?page=HOME&pid=MRYES


http://www.embassy-suites.com





Hotel Reservations


The room rate is $USD 140.00 plus state and local taxes.  Participants must mention IMTC or ITU-T SG16 to obtain this rate.  Please note that this rate partially supports the meeting and that the IMTC has guaranteed a minimum number of room reservations for this meeting.  Participants are therefore strongly discouraged from seeking other accommodations in the area.  A hotel registration form prepared for FAX registration is available on the Q15 ftp site at ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/9902_Mon/hotel.doc





Cut-off date : January 27, 1999





Weather


Average high temperature in February is 61 degrees F (16 degrees C), average low is 44 degrees F (7 degrees C).





Transportation


The Monterey airport has daily flights from San Francisco and Los Angeles.  Airlines that fly in and out of Monterey are United Airlines/United Express, American/American Eagle, Skywest Airlines/Delta and TransState Airlines.





The Embassy Suites has a complimentary shuttle to and from the Monterey airport.  Drive time is approximately 60 minutes from San Jose and 90 minutes from San Francisco (more if traffic is congested).  Driving directions are available on the Embassy Suites web site listed above, and parking is free.





Reception Social Event


There will be a social event reception on Tuesday February 16, 1999.





Meeting Registration Email


Particpants should register and confirm their meeting attendence by sending an email message to both the rapporteur (garys@pictel.com) and the meeting arranger Georgia Lund (georgia@inventures.com).  The following information should be provided in this email message:


Title: Mr./Ms./Dr.


Name:


Position:


Company:


Official Mailing Address:


Phone:


Fax:


E-mail:





Will you attend the Reception on Tuesday, Feb 16, 1999?


Please indicate which of the group(s) below you intend to participate in:


plenary meetings (Q.11-15)


Q.11


Q.12-14


Q.15


Please note that not all rapporteur groups have the same meeting dates (dates for Q.15 are Feb 16-19).
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