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Mandate

  - Improve the description of TMN11 for H.263v2 Annexes

  - Evaluate technology for non-normative enhancements to TMN11
  - Develop reference software and useful software tools for video coding activities

Objectives
  - demonstrate the achievement by the H.263v2 extensions using the test model specification for those outside the ITU-T Q15/SG16 group if possible

  - draft implementers’ guide, informative appendix, or such other information to give good examples to users of the standard if necessary

Status/Activities

  The Video Coding Experts group is sure the software based on the test model description is very valuable tool for developing video coding technology in our group. The previous versions of the software donated by UBC have formed the “backbone” of a number of experiments in our group.

  Software in general appears to be more difficult to get donated to our group activities, and collaborative development of the reference software by group members as a group resource is also very difficult.

  The Video Coding Experts group will need to assess the practicality of any plans to use donated software in future work. 
  The test model development and enhancement activity relates to the video coding study of the group in the following two important items;

  - Evaluation for error resilience of our video coding standards,

(Refer to the relevant AHC reports for details)

  - Generating the anchor for the evaluation of H.263++ and H.26L technology proposals,

  It is helpful for the comparison of proposals and the achievement of H.263++ and H.26L against very high performance achievable by the technology already within the standard adopting the performance optimized mode of operation of the test model as the anchor for the evaluation.

  Regarding the text of the test model document, editors of the test model propose the text of the Test Model 11 (Q15G16) whose structure is reorganized from the previous version of the test model document. We should discuss this change of the structure of the test model document to improve readability of many contents included in the test model at the Monterey meeting. (E.g., low complexity mode, high performance mode, etc.)

  The problem of interference between rate control and rate-distortion optimized motion estimation has not yet been resolved. The contribution from the group members is solicited to find a good solution.
  For technical proposals, the following contributions available for the Monterey meeting will be discussed at the meeting for a possible inclusion to the new version of the Test Model. In particular, we have some proposals of a noise reduction filters (post filter, loop filter) in the Seoul meeting and the Monterey meeting. The group should discuss this technical area to make a decision on their adoption to the next version of the Test Model.

- Pre- and post-processing  (Q15F13, Q15F23)

                 (Loop filtering also relevant to noise reduction appears in Q15G10)


- Frame-rate control algorithm (Q15G22)

            - Motion-compensated frame interpolation (Q15F15)

  The group has decided that a goal of making the test model document is to publish perhaps as an Appendix to the Recommendation or in some additional publication (e.g., Implementers’ guide). Now, it may be a good time to discuss the schedule of the publication of the Test Model. (Possibly we will take an action in the next SG16 meeting scheduled in May 1999.)
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