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1.0	MEETING NOTICE


The purpose of this document is to provide notice and proposed agenda for the fourth meeting of the ITU-T Q.15/16 Video Coding Experts Group to be held in Tampere, Finland during 21-24 April 1998.  The meeting is at the kind invitation of Nokia Research and is being held in conjunction with Q.11.  Location-specific details and registration materials are provided in Attachments A through D.


The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of the following:


Coordination of video coding needs with other organizations, including


Q.11-14/16 standards, particularly:


H.263+ in H.320


RTP payload packetization for H.263+ in H.225.0


ISO/IEC JTC1 SC29/ WG11 (MPEG), particularly MPEG-4 Video


ITU-T SG12, particularly Objective and Subjective Video Quality Assessment


Other organizations as appropriate


Particular study of video coding for packet network and mobile applications, including


Tutorials, demonstrations, and studies of existing capabilities


Standardization proposals for future work


Error concealment methods


Channel rate and quality studies and requirements


Other such aspects for understanding and standardization for this application


Study of H.263v2 capabilities and limits


Test model simulation specification enhancement for use in H.263+ and H.26L activities


Bitstream exchange activities


Software development activities


Further the work toward “H.263++” extensions for future determination, with possible drafting of H.263++ extensions for adoption, including the identified Key Technical Areas:


Data Partitioning/RVLC Error Resilience


4x4 MC+DCT Coding


Adaptive Quantization


Long-Term/Background Memory


Further the work toward H.263L long-term coding standard, noting in particular the H.26L guiding documents issued at the Geneva SG16 meeting of Jan/Feb 1998:


Call for Proposals


Simulation Conditions for Proposals


Delay Evalution Model


Requirements Document


Consideration of video coding needs for non-conversational services


Consideration of video coding needs for users of sign-language and lip-reading


Maintenance of existing ITU video coding standards (H.120, H.261, H.262, H.263)


Consideration of technology for compressed digital-to-digital video format bit rate reduction


Consideration of other business as necessary for Q.15/16


The Q.15/16 meeting will be open to all ITU-T members.  Additional non ITU-T experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteur.  The rapporteur of Q.15 does not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expects to be liberal in granting requests for invitation. Up to this time, no request for an invitation to a Q.15/16 meeting has been denied.  A one-page fax sent to the rapporteur is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such invitations (hand-written is fine, and be sure to include return contact phone, fax, address and email information).


2.0	LOCATION, LOCAL DIRECTIONS, AND REGISTRATION PROCEDURES


See Attachments A through D.


3.0	DOCUMENTATION


This notice will be posted at the SG16 Q15 ftp site at <ftp://standard.pictel.com> in directory <video-site/9804_Tam>.


You are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and other meeting information.


The following relevant documents will be available on the Q.15/SG16 ftp site 


A detailed agenda and meeting plan with document allocations (q15dT2)


A list of registered contributions (q15d00)


A copy of this meeting announcement (q15dT0)


A document template file (q15d.dot)


If you have trouble accessing the documents, please contact the rapporteur directly <garys@pictel.com>.


4.0	EXPERTS MEETING CONTRIBUTION PROCEDURES


Contributions for Q.15 will be numbered “Q15-M-XX”, where M is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, M=“D”), XX will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is “q15dXX.suf”, where suf will be the file type, .doc, .pdf, .txt etc., and MS Word (version 7 or earlier, not Word97) format with a “.doc” extension is preferred.  Documents in Word97 format will be rejected.   Documents will be checked for viruses, but this should not be construed as any assurance of virus-free downloads.  All participants are expected to be responsible for preventing their own macro virus problems and for not spreading them to others.  Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the rapporteur for Q.15 <garys@pictel.com>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, and country information), subject area (admin, H.263, H.263++, H.26L, prior standards, other), and purpose (information, proposal, draft text for standard, or liaison).


It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox at:


	URL: ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/dropbox


at least ten working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the manager of the ftp site (garys@pictel.com) who will move the document to the Eibsee meeting folder.  An email message should also be sent to the (itu-adv-video@listserv.iterated.com) email reflector to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.


All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site at least four business days prior to the meeting (i.e., by midnight Tampere time on Wednesday April 15, which by some cruel joke of fate is also the deadline date for Income Tax Returns in the U.S.A.).  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.


Contributors of documents are requested to also bring at least 20 paper copies of their documents for distribution at the meeting.  Please note that this required number of copies is steadily decreasing – our primary means of document distribution is electronic, and our members are expected to download documents in advance.  In extraordinary circumstances in which electronic copies have not been uploaded to the ftp site at least ten days prior to the meeting, 30 paper copies should be brought.


Please use the MS Word template or the sample formatted text document available on the Q.15 ftp site (q15d.dot) when preparing your contributions.


I am looking forward to a productive meeting and the opportunity to see all of you in Tampere.


/s/ Gary Sullivan


Rapporteur SG16 Q.15


PictureTel Corp.


100 Minuteman Rd.


Andover, MA  01810


Tel:  +1.978.623.4324


Fax: +1.978.749.2804


Email: garys@pictel.com





�
Attachment A.





Information on the April Meeting of


SG16 Q11 & Q15


MEETING LOCATION


The ITU-T SG16, Q11 and Q15 meeting will take place in Arctia Hotel Rosendahl in Tampere, April 21-24, 1998. The address of the hotel is below.


Arctia Hotel Rosendahl


Pyynikintie 13


33230 Tampere, Finland


Tel. +358 3 244 1111


Fax. +358 3 223 3375


Meeting room facilities:


There are 3 rooms for 30 persons and one bigger room for 50 persons. In addition there are a few


smaller rooms and a copying room. 


HOTEL


We have done a block reservation to Arctia Hotel Rosendahl in Tampere, which is the same hotel where the meeting is arranged.


* Please contact the hotel directly to book your room by using the hotel reservation form included at the end of this document.


(80 rooms reserved for the meeting)


Rate:	490 FIM (single), 590 FIM (double) with breakfast and a morning sauna


Address:	Pyynikintie 13, 33230 Tampere


Tel:	+358 3 244 1111


Fax:	+358 3 223 3375


Note:	Please reserve before April 4th


TRAVEL INFORMATION


Tampere Airport


The Tampere airport (TMP) is located about 15 km from the city center. It can be reached via Helsinki


or Stockholm. Taking a taxi is the best way to get to your hotel. The taxi cost is about 120 FIM. There will be a group transportation to hotels for some main flight connections.


Helsinki Airport


The Helsinki International Airport (HEL) is located about 200 km south from Tampere.


Helsinki Airport -> Tampere


If you do not get a good flight connection to Tampere, you can take an express bus or train to 


Tampere. The express bus stop is just in front of the Helsinki Airport International Terminal. The 


ticket price is 94 FIM. If you prefer to take a train, you should take a taxi or Finnair´s bus (leaves three times an hour) to Helsinki Railway Station and take an Inter-City or Express train to Tampere. Finnair´s bus ticket is 25 FIM and taxi about 130 FIM. Inter-City train ticket in the 1st class is 186 FIM and in the 2nd class 124 FIM. An express train ticket is 166 FIM. You may also rent a car from the airport and drive to Tampere. The price of the C-class car is about 500 FIM + VAT and the D-class 


car 650 FIM + VAT. These prices include insurance and gasoline. In all these cases, the trip duration is 


about 2.5 hours.


TIME AND WEATHER


Local time is GMT+2.


Weather can vary in Tampere at the end of April. Days can be quite warm but nights 


are cool/cold. Daily temperature should be around +10°C, but it can easily be close to 0° or 20°C.


CURRENCY


Currency is Finnish Markka (FIM). This is the only currency accepted. The current exchange rate is 


1 USD = 5.4 FIM, 1 DEM = 3 FIM. All major credit cards are widely accepted by hotels, shops and 


and restaurants.


SOCIAL


Upon registration you will receive an information packet including a map of Tampere.


On Wednesday 22nd of April we have a social evening. It will begin at 7:00 PM.


All shops are open during the week daily 9:30 AM - 8:00 PM. On Saturdays between 9:00 AM - 


6:00 PM. On Sundays almost all shops are closed.


DOCUMENTS


Copy facilities will be available, but we recommend to use electronic pre-distribution and in addition each document submitter should bring the needed amount of paper copies to the meeting.


CONTACTS


In case of any problems or enquiries please contact:


Tiina Isomustajärvi


Tel:+358 3 272 5831


Fax:+358 3 272 5897


E-mail: tiina.isomustajarvi@research.nokia.com


Marko Luomi


Tel:+358 3 272 5690


Fax:+358 3 272 5888


E-mail: marko.luomi@research.nokia.com


�
Attachment B.


General information about Finland and Tampere





FINLAND - the land of the Midnight Sun


Finland is a modern Scandinavian republic situated in Northern Europe between Sweden and Russia. Finland is a land of almost 200 000 lakes, green forests and vast wilderness areas.





Finland is an advanced industrialized society. The main fields of industry are paper and wood processing, manufacturing industry, electronics and other high tech industries. The equality between women and men and level of education is among the highest in the world. Our safe society, clean environment and beautiful nature make the visitor´s stay pleasant.





It is easy to get to Finland from almost everywhere in the world. There are direct flights e.g. from New York, Singapore and Tokyo, as well as a number of daily flights from all major European cities.  Finland can also be reached by ship from e.g. Stockholm and Travemünde: these ferry services are  provided by luxurious liners with 1st class restaurants and marvellous scenery.





TAMPERE - the City of Blue Lakes





Tampere, the gateway to the Lake District of central Finland is located on a narrow forested isthmus  between the lakes Pyhäjärvi and Näsijärvi. In addition, some two hundred lakes are located within the  city limits. With 180 000 inhabitants Tampere is the third largest city in Finland and the largest inland city of Scandinavia. Together with the city of Nokia, Tampere is the center of commerce, industry and  higher education in the area.





The Tampere area displays many unique architectural and natural sights. The natural beauty of  Pyynikki ridge (where the Arctia Hotel Rosendahl is situated) and picturesque village of Pispala,  architechtural wonder created by Reima and Rauli Pietilä such as Tampere main library, Church of Kaleva etc. are prime examples of interesting Tampere attractions. Särkänniemi amusement park with  its dolphinarium, modern planetarium and aquarium, Moominvalley museum and various other museums and spas offer plenty for visitors.





More information: Tampere Tourist Office: Verkatehtaankatu 2, 33101 Tampere


	Tel. +358 3 3146 6800


	Fax: +358 3 3146 6463


	http://www.tampere.fi/english.htm


	http://www.tampere.fi





�
Attachment C.





ITU SG16, Q11 & Q15 meeting


Tampere, Finland





Hotel Reservation Form 


(please reserve before 4 April)








Please send this form directly to the hotel.


(Mr.) (Mrs.) (Miss)


Name	______________________________________________________________________





Company:	______________________________________________________________________





Address	______________________________________________________________________


	


	______________________________________________________________________





Tel:	___________________________	Fax: _________________________________








Please circle room type


(Single)	(Double)





Arrival date:	___________________________





Arrival time 


approximately:	___________________________





Departure date:	___________________________





Way of payment: _____________________________________________________________________





Further requirements (e.g. dietary, allergies, vegtarian, disabilities, etc.):





___________________________________________________________________________________








Date:	________________________________





Signature.	________________________________











Arctia Hotel Rosendahl


Pyynikintie 13, 33230 Tampere


Tel:	+358 3 244 1111


Fax:	+358 3 223 3375


�
Attachment D.





ITU SG16, Q.11 & Q15 meeting


Tampere, Finland








REGISTRATION FORM  


(Deadline by April 4, 1998)











Surname: Mr./Ms 	___________________________ First Name:  ____________________





Company:		__________________________________________________________





Official Mailing Address:	__________________________________________________________





		__________________________________________________________





		__________________________________________________________





Telephone:		__________________________________________________________





Telefax.		__________________________________________________________





E-mail:		__________________________________________________________








Date:		______________________________________





Signature:		______________________________________











Please return to:


Tiina Isomustajärvi


Nokia Research Center


Sinitaival 6


33720 Tampere, Finland


Fax: +358 3 272 5831


E-mail: tiina.isomustajarvi@research.nokia.com
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