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1.0	H.263 Baseline Compatibility in MPEG-4 Draft [Information]


Thank you for your latest liaison statements [N2097 = Q15-D-18 & N2148 = Q15-D-19] and for the favorable disposition of our concerns in regard to compatibility with ITU-T Recommendation H.263.  We are very pleased with MPEG’s recent action in this regard.  Please let us know if any further work becomes needed to help finalize this aspect of the MPEG-4 visual draft.


2.0	ITU-T Standardization of MPEG-4 Video in H.324 [Action]


At our Tampere meeting, the ITU-T circuit-switched network systems experts group (Q.11/SG16) asked the ITU-T video coding experts group (Q.15/SG16) to help evaluate a proposal they had received for standardizing the adoption of the future MPEG-4 video standard into the H.324 multimedia conferencing suite.  H.324 is the most recent ITU-T standard for circuit-switched-network videoconferencing systems.  Q.11 had recently received a proposal [Q11-D-08] for such adoption, but the proposal provided little information in regard to what capabilities of the MPEG-4 video draft were needed in H.324 that were not already adequately addressed in existing standards such as the H.263 standard maintained by Q.15.  Q.11 consulted the Q.15 experts to see if they could provide advice as to whether there was significant justification for inclusion of this additional video codec standard in H.324.  Q.15 responded that MPEG-4 had clearly unique features not addressed in prior visual standards, such as object-oriented segmentation-based coding and the coding of synthetic video content such as facial model animation.  However it was not clear to Q.11 whether these unique capabilities were needed in H.324 videoconferencing systems.  The proponents of MPEG-4 video inclusion emphasized an interest in the Data Partitioning/RVLC feature for error resilience, but seemed somewhat uncertain whether this provided a significant performance improvement over the various error resilience features of H.263v2 which were standardized in January 1998.  The Q.15 experts had not expected the request for information and were unable to provide an immediate and conclusive response in regard to this issue.  Any information that MPEG could provide to help find a better answer to this inquiry would be appreciated.


3.0	MPEG-4 Compatibility in H.263v3 Development [Information]


In regard to your suggestion to consider making the future H.263v3 as compatible as possible with MPEG-4 video, this is a worthy goal which we heartily endorse within the constraints of the project’s scope as an incremental enhancement of H.263v2.  We are still at an early stage in the H.263v3 project – no draft has yet been adopted and no decision has yet been made about what new technical features will be needed in H.263v3.  Once we have developed some more specific plans, we will correspond further with MPEG about how we can maximize compatibility with MPEG-4 video in the adoption of such features.  Any further input that MPEG may have in regard to this would certainly be appreciated.


4.0	Video Performance Testing [Information]


In regard to video performance evaluation with respect to H.263v2 [N2148 = Q15-D-19], we are making progress in the area of H.263v2 software availability for performance testing.  We believe that some reasonably complete and optimized software will probably become available for coding efficiency testing by the time of our next meeting (which is currently planned to occur in late July).  We are also working toward making software available for packet loss and error resilience testing as well, but are still at an early stage of progress toward that goal (and this seems to be a more difficult task).  If MPEG has a further interest in H.263v2 syntax capability testing, we will be happy to confer on future work in that regard.
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