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SUMMARY


No major news has arrived regarding the H.263++ development project.  Work on its four Key Technical Areas (KTAs) is progressing, and contributions on a majority of these KTAs are expected to arrive for consideration in Tampere (perhaps even on every one of them).  A particular emphasis is encouraged on error resilience issues, in consideration of the interest expressed in Geneva by the Q11 experts meeting jointly with us.


SPECIFICS


At the time of this writing, the chairman continues to support the comments expressed in the Geneva meeting report:


“The group discussed the current status of work on H.263++ and recalled four key technical areas that have been shown to the group in this category that appear to be promising for further investigation ...  However, although these areas appear worthwhile for investigation, none of them have appeared to be fully mature yet in terms of having both a sufficiently stable technical content proposal and a high level of proven effectiveness and necessity confirmed by an independent implementation experiment.  Although the necessary justification for some of these proposals may yet arise, it appears that there is a possibility that we will not actually create a first draft of H.263++ at our next [Tampere] meeting.  Even if this occurs, we presently plan to keep the rest of the scheduled target dates as planned.”


At the time of this writing, six documents have been officially registered for consideration as H.263++ issues.  Five of these are on identified KTAs:


Q15-D-29 from Gisle Bjøntegaard on 4x4 block size use,


Q15-D-37 from Wen, Kamosa, and Villasenor on error resilience,


Q15-D-39 on Park on error resilience,


Q15-D-34 from Bist on adaptive quantization, and


Q15-D-40 from Luttrell, Wen, Villasenor, and Par on adaptive quantization trellis coding.


There is also one other is on another technical feature:


Q15-D-16 from Wenger on the picture header.


There is also a document seeking to guide the form of the specification of H.263++:


Q15-D-33 from Sullivan on using C for syntax specification.


The chair believes that additional registrations on H.263++ are also likely to appear.


Also, MPEG has asked in its liaison statement (Q15-D-18 = N2097) for consideration of maximal MPEG-4 compatibility in the development of H.263++, which is of course a highly advisable course of action.


KEY TECHNICAL AREAS AND WORKPLAN


The four officially-identified Key Technical Areas (KTAs) and the current H.263++ Workplan are shown below:


H.263++ Key Technical Areas


Data partitioning with reversible VLCs (e.g., Villasenor et al)�
�
4x4 MC+DCT (e.g., Bjøntegaard)�
�
Adaptive quantization (e.g., Bist)�
�
Long-term/Background memory (e.g., Wiegand et al)�
�



H.263++ Workplan


Meeting�
Approx Date�
Type�
Milestone�
�
SG16-1�
17 March ‘97�
Study Group�
�
�
Q15-A�
24 Jun ‘97�
Experts�
�
�
Q15-B�
8 Sep ‘97�
Experts�
Adoption of Workplan�
�
Q15-C�
2 Dec ‘97�
Experts�
Start of Significant Effort�
�
SG16-2�
26 Jan ‘98�
Study Group�
�
�
Q15-D�
21 Apr ‘98�
Experts�
First Formal Draft Adoptions�
�
Q15-E�
Jul ‘98�
Experts�
�
�
SG16-4�
14 Sep ‘98�
Study Group�
�
�
Q15-F�
Nov ‘98�
Experts�
Last Formal Draft Adoptions�
�
Q15-G�
Jan ‘99�
Experts�
�
�
SG16-5�
Mar ‘99�
Study Group�
�
�
Q15-H�
Jul ‘99�
Experts�
�
�
Q15-I�
Nov ‘99�
Experts�
Final Draft for Determination�
�
SG16-6�
Feb ‘00�
Study Group�
Determination�
�
Q15-J�
Apr ‘00�
Experts�
Bug-checking�
�
Q15-K�
Jul ‘00�
Experts�
Final Draft for Decision�
�
SG16-7�
Nov ‘00�
Study Group�
Decision�
�
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