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1.	Meetings and Group Communications


Q15/SG16 (Advanced Video Coding) held three interim Rapporteur’s Group meetings, with the dates, locations, meeting hosts, and the document numbers as shown in the table below.





TABLE 1


Interim Video Coding Experts Group (Q15/SG16) Meetings Held





Dates�
Location�
Meeting Host�
Meeting Report�
�
24-27 June, ‘97�
Portland, Oregon, USA�
Intel�
Q15-A-63


TD-____ 3/16�
�
8-11 Sept., ‘97�
Sunriver, Oregon, USA�
Intel�
Q15-B-74


TD-____ 3/16�
�
2-5 Dec., ‘97�
Eibsee, Bavaria, Germany�
Siemens�
Q15-C-48


TD-____ 3/16�
�



The primary means of document distribution within the Q15/16 Video Coding Experts Group is electronic, and our documents can be found on an ftp site that is maintained by Gary Sullivan of PictureTel:


	ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site


This information is also linked to PictureTel’s broader standards web site:


	http://standard.pictel.com/


The group conducts its email conversations over an email reflector that is graciously maintained by Michael Zeug of Iterated Systems:


	itu-adv-video@listserv.iterated.com


Requests for subscriptions and “unsubscriptions” for this email reflector should be sent to the list manager:


	itu-adv-video-request@listserv.iterated.com


The address of the email reflector maintained within the TIES system (tsg16q15@ties.itu.int) is included in the addresses for email to the itu-adv-video list as well, to ensure that those subscribing to the ITU-maintained list receive all group communcations.





2.	Meeting Results and Action Requested of SG16


As a result of the activities conducted at the first two of these three meetings, two White Document contributions were generated for Decision at the Jan/Feb ’98 meeting of SG16, as shown in Table 2.





TABLE 2


Summary of Action Requested of SG16


Document�
Title�
Action Recommended�
�
COM 16-26�
Rec. H.263�Revision for Addition of “H.263+” Enhancements�
Decision�
�
COM 16-30�
Rec. H.262|IS13818-2 (MPEG-2 Video)�Amendments 3 and 4�(ITU extension data and multi-view profile)�
Decision�
�



At our third interim meeting in December ’97, we did not place on our agenda, receive any contributions, or conduct any activity toward considering editing changes to the white document contributions listed above.  The lack of such activity was adopted as a policy of the meeting in response to requests that contributions requesting changes after the submission of the white document should be submitted directly to the SG16 meeting rather than being considered at some other meeting.





It has come to the attention of the rapporteur, however, that a few small editorial deficiencies do exist in the H.263+ white document (COM-16-26) and that certain errors were made in generating the distributed white document from the version that was submitted.  These issues have become the subject of a Temporary Document (TD-____ PLEN/16) submitted for consideration by SG16.





3.	Future Plans


There are two projects under way in Q15 for enhancing or creating future standards. The first of these, which we currently call “H.263++” is to add further new enhancements to ITU-T Rec. H.263.  The second project, which we currently call “H.26L” is to create a new video coding standard which has capabilities which cannot be achieved by H.263++.  These two projects are summarized in Table 3.





In an effort to advance the work on the H.26L project, we have been drafting a “call for proposals” to describe the project to our community and to ask interested parties to contribute.  A draft of that call for proposals has been submitted to this meeting (TD-____ 3/16), and we expect to finalize and issue our call for proposals at this meeting.





TABLE 3


Future Project Plans





Future Project�
Expected Size (Pages)�
Expected Date: Determination�
Expected Date:


Decision�
�
“H.263++” (H.263v3)�
  70�
Early ‘00�
Late ‘00�
�
“H.26L” (New Std.)�
200�
Late ‘01�
Mid ‘02�
�



In anticipation of the needs of our future work, we submit a tentative plan to hold two interim Rapporteur’s Group meetings between the Jan/Feb ’98 and the September ’98 meetings of SG16.  The expected dates and locations of these two meetings are:





Q.15&Q.11 Experts: 21-24 April, 1998, Tampere, Finland, host Nokia [Q15c43]


Q.15           Experts,            July, 1998, host solicited





4.	Meeting Agenda and Schedule


We submit the following tentative agenda for Q15 activities during the Jan/Feb ’98 SG16 meeting:





Review and approval of the agenda


Review of status report and interim meeting reports�[TD-____ 3/16, TD-____ 3/16, TD-____ 3/16, TD-____ 3/16]


Organizational items


Allocation of documents


Review of incoming liaison statements


Review and decision of DAM 3&4 of H.262 | IS 13818-2 (MPEG-2) [COM-16-30]


Review and decision of H.263+ [COM-16-26, TD-____ PLEN/16].


Deployment and support of H.263+


H.263+ in H.320 (H.242)


H.263+ in H.324 (H.245)


H.263+ in H.323 (RTP in H.225.0) [TD-____ GEN/16]


H.263+ Test model, software, and bitstream exchange


Planning and work on H.263++


Planning and work on H.26L


Issuance of call for proposals for H.26L [TD-____ 3/16]


Study of key application demands (e.g., signing)


Coordination with other Questions & Organizations


Liaison designations and outgoing liaison statements


Plans for future work


Any other business as necessary for Q15 consideration





We are currently planning to use the days of Jan 28 and 29 and Feb 2 and 3 for meetings of Q15 as a distinct entity within this SG16 meeting, although we suspect that this schedule may be somewhat overly generous for our needs.  We plan for joint meetings with Q.12-14 and Q.11 in the afternoon of Feb 2, for the discussion of future video coding in H-series terminals.
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