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�
Mandate


  - Improve the description of TMN9 for H.263+ Annexes


  - Evaluate technology for non-normative enhancements to TMN9


  - Develop reference software and useful software tools for video coding activities


Objectives


  - to improve the performance of the coding method described in the test model, incorporating proposed technology which may not be necessary in the final standard text


  - to demonstrate the achievement by the H.263+ extensions using the test model specification for those outside the ITU-T Q15/SG16 group if possible


  - to draft an implementers guide, informative appendix, or such other information to give good examples to users of the standard if necessary


Status/Activities


(1) Pre- and post-processing


There were two input documents regarding the post-filter at the last Sunriver meeting. The conclusion at Sunriver was that the decision to adopt these proposals was pending until the Eibsee meeting. One proposal was the post-filter which can be applied when H.263 Annex J loop filter is turned off (Q15B14). The other proposal (Q15B15) provided the post processing method. These proposals will be evaluated again and discussed for the adoption into TMN9 in Eibsee meeting.





 (2) Rate control


Two proposals will be made available for an improvement of the rate control method currently adopted into TMN8. The first proposal is an extension to I, P, B frames and scalability (Q15C19). The second proposal is for the complexity reduction of the TMN8 rate control method (Q15C22). These will be evaluated and discussed at Eibsee meeting for a possible modification of the rate control method toward a TMN9 development.





(3) Reference software


Deutche Telekom, and University of British Columbia kindly provided the free H.263+ software. All the members of this Ad Hoc Committee very much appreciate their voluntary effort and make use of these software implementation for the future evaluation of H.263+ technology.. Since these software still do not support all the Annexes of H.263+, collaborative work may be necessary to be continued for developing the reference software fully compliant with H.263+ and TMN description.


There was not enough discussion regarding the needs for the “official” reference software, such as MPEG-4 part 5 and for a software tool library for video coding study. We need more discussion at Eibsee meeting on the future action for the development of the reference software and the video coding tool library.





(4) TMN8


Mr. Tom Gardos, editor of the TMN, released the latest revision of the TMN8 document (Q15C15). However, the description is seemed to be still incomplete to cover all the  Annexes of H.263+ in the TMN document. The contribution from proponents and/or coordinators of each Annex are strongly encouraged to provide the description for improvements of TMN description, i.e. encoder description, implementation guide lines, etc.


 The white paper of H.263+ has been completed and submitted, our technical effort should focus on an improvement of the TMN9 description and an alignment with the H.263+ white paper.





(5) Demonstration of an achievement of H.263+


The final draft H.263+ Recommendation has been finalized already. The performance achievement and functionality realized by H.263+ may be demonstrated at the January/February SG16 meeting where the H.263+ is going to be decided. Is it necessary to do that ? Any volunteers to report the performance improvement and functionalities of H.263+ compared against the prior H.263 ? The discussion on this item will be made at the Eibsee meeting.
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