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Activity





The H.263+ Ad Hoc Committee conducted its activities by email using the email reflector (sg15_lbc_adv_video@listserv.iterated.com) managed by Michael Zeug of Iterated Systems (zeug@iterated.com).  (Note that subscribe and unsubscribe messages should be sent to the list management request address sg15_lbc_adv_video-request@listserv.iterated.com rather than to the reflector list itself.)  Presumably, the name of this reflector should change soon, but email to the old address should be forwarded automatically to the new address for some time.





The AHC ftp site (ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/h263plus) managed by Gary Sullivan and Bob Webber of PictureTel (garys@pictel.com, webber@pictel.com) was used for the distribution of documents relating to our work, especially including updates to the H.263+ draft.





The activities of the group consisted primarily of discussions with regard to technical and editorial refinement of our draft H.263+ document, which we intend to submit for “determination” status at the March ’97 meeting of Study Group 16.





Perhaps foremost among these discussions were issues regarding collaboration and harmonization with the MPEG-4 video group.  There have been two MPEG meetings since our Atlanta meeting, and we have been actively trying to harmonize the work of the two groups during this time.





It is also clear that one of the primary issues surrounding H.263+ is the need for proper definition of how it can be accommodated within the context of other system-level standards, particularly H.245, H.323, and H.324. Work toward that goal has been a focus of some of our efforts.





Developments





A number of technical and editorial refinements of our draft H.263 recommendation were suggested.  The current draft of the H.263 document including those changes has been submitted as document LBC-97-052, which is a refinement of the draft generated at the Atlanta meeting as document LBC-96-358.  On the first page of that document is a description of the changes made since our last meeting in Atlanta.  We believe that the draft as submitted generally reflects the consensus of the email discussions since the last meeting (to the best of the editor’s ability to express it). However, we anticipate the discussion of proposals to further revise the draft at the Nice meeting.


At the Boston meeting of the former Q.2/SG15 and Q.3/SG15 experts groups, several matters regarding H.263+ were presented, and draft text was adopted for modification of H.323 to work toward accommodating the H.263+ extensions.  Contributions directly relating to our activities consisted of:


AVC-1125 from Intel proposing an Annex to H.323 for layered scalable H.263+ video,


AVC-1162 from Intel proposing additions to H.245 for layered scalable H.263+ video,


AVC-1135 from PictureTel proposing changes to H.245, H.323, and H.324 for H.263+, and


AVC-1163 from T.U.-Berlin / TELES AG proposing error/packet-loss robust video using syntax and semantics very close to the NEWPRED syntax in the current H.263+ draft,


The chair believes that all of these related matters will also be brought to the LBC group meeting in Nice.


Workplan


The chair believes that the H.263+ draft as it now exists is coming together nicely toward our goal of March ’97 determination.


Our activities in the future (beyond the March meeting of ITU-T SG16) are expected to fall under the aegis of a new organization: Question 15 on “Advanced Video Coding” in Working Party 3 of Study Group 16.  The new SG16 is meeting for the first time in Geneva in March, and is expected to meet again in January of 1998.  The current plan for the March meeting allows for a session for Q.15/SG16 in the morning of Wednesday the 19th, attendance at a joint WP1&2 meeting on Thursday the 20th, and more sessions in the afternoon of Monday the 24th and all day Tuesday the 25th.


As guidance for the future activities in Q.15/SG16, the chair wishes to express his view that the draft including the current set of H.263+ extensions should be ready for determination in March and decision in January.  However, the draft may not be flawless when it reaches determination, and could probably benefit from editing for clarification between March and January.  This editing work should take place prior to the white paper contribution deadline for the January SG16 meeting.  The chair recommends two meetings for Q.15/SG16 within that time for refinement of the H.263+ draft prior to decision.


As the current H.263+ video experts are accustomed to meetings coordinated with those of the experts in what will soon be the Q.11/SG16 “Circuit-Switched Networks” Question including H.324 for which a June 97 meeting in Portland has already been announced, it may be beneficial for Q.15/SG16 to hold its next meeting jointly with Q.11/SG16 in June.  The next meeting for Q.15/SG16 after that should probably be held in August or early September, and the group would probably benefit from holding that meeting along with that of one or more of the following groups:


Q.11/SG16 “Circuit-Switched Networks” including H.324, 


Q.12/SG16 “Cell-Based Networks” including H.310, 


Q.13/SG16 “Packet-Switched Networks” including H.323, and/or 


Q.14/SG16 “Multipoint, Common Protocols, and Interworking” including H.245.


Beyond the refinement of the current draft of H.263+ extensions toward decision, the chair wishes to provide the guidance that additional useful H.263 extension proposals are likely to be brought to the Q.15/SG16 experts group, and to recommend that a new “H.263++” activity be started toward near-term standardization of such extensions as appropriate. This recommendation reflects the consensus of the H.263+ video group as of the Atlanta meeting and there is no indication that the views of the group on this subject have changed.
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