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The Advanced Video Coding ad hoc held evening special task group (STG) sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday and met in full session Wednesday afternoon, Thursday afternoon, and Friday morning.  The following provide information on the various points of work and discussion.








H.263L Schedule STG





This group, chaired by Alfred Riccomi, met Tuesday evening to review and modify a proposed schedule for H.263L (LBC-96-102).  A schedule was generated (LBC-102R1) and subsequently approved by the ad hoc.  Due to changes in the expected LBC meeting schedule, the meeting schedule and working draft schedule was somewhat modified (LBC-96-102R2) but the overall plan and schedule remained unchanged.





Proposal & Core Experiment Evaluation Procedure STG





This group, chaired by Mike Zeug, met Tuesday evening to review and recommend “common conditions” for proposals and core experiments.  Input documents included LBC-96-101, 111, and 112.  The task group results (LBC-96-138) were presented to the ad hoc.  Subsequent discussion resulted in a set of common conditions for proposals (LBC-96-139) which were approved by the ad hoc.  These conditions were also accepted by H.263+.





Request for Proposals STG 





This group, chaired by Richard Ivy, met Wednesday evening to review and modify a proposed request for H.263L proposals (LBC-96-101).  An RFP was generated and subsequently approved by the ad hoc (LBC-96-137).





Requirements Document STG





This group, chaired by Kevin O’Connell, met Wednesday evening to review and finalize the Real-Time Audio/Video Conversational Services Applications Requirements Document (LBC-95-262R2).  The resulting document (LBC-96-136) was subsequently approved by the ad hoc.





H.263+/H.263L Working Relationship





Except for the H.263L need for a different working model, the H.263L ad hoc agreed to the set of 10 guidelines recommended by the H.263+ ad hoc (LBC-96-149).  Due to the large degree of commonality between H.263+ and H.263L, it was agreed that a close working relationship was required and that significant exchange of information was expected.





Joint Project (H.263L/MPEG4) Proposal





The joint project and meeting proposal (LBC-96-103) from MPEG was discussed.  Kevin O’Connell presented his view of the MPEG perspective.  Richard Schaphorst proposed a response which was approved (LBC-96-133).





H.263L Proposals





Four proposals were presented to the ad hoc.





LBC-96-091 - Nokia - VLB Video Codec


LBC-96-115 - U. of Strathclyde - Strathclyde Compression Transform


LBC-96-143 - TI - Robust Object Based Video Coding


A review of a previous proposal from Iterated Systems.


LBC-96-082 - Ericsson - Error Resilient Fixed Length Code Tables





All proposals were well received and each offered interesting benefits to be obtained.  Due in part to a large degree of commonality among the proposals, proposers were encouraged to collaborate as appropriate on the development of experiments to be performed.





H.263L Working Model





John Muller coordinated the development of the recommended settings for the MPEG4 VM to be used for H.263L core experiments (LBC-96-154) which were approved by the ad hoc.  A more formal report is contained in LBC-96-155.  R.Ivy will communicate this information to MPEG4, indicate that the H.263+ group will accept CE results for experiments using the MPEG4 CE, and suggest that MPEG4 should accept H.263+ CE results as well.





H.263L Core Experiments





Several core experiment proposals are expected to be developed via e-mail reflector during the two weeks following the Dallas meeting.  These experiments will be performed and the results presented during the MPEG4 meeting in July.  CE’s are expected from TI (Robust Coding), Nokia (advanced motion), and Ericsson (resilient code tables) and others may be developed.  It was noted that several MPEG4 CE’s are of particular interest to the ad hoc including variable block size (ISI), MLT (PictureTel), matching pursuits and 5 error resilience (Mot), and motion segmentation (TI).





Relevant E-Mail Reflectors and FTP Sites





LBC Advanced Video Coding AHG


sg15_lbc_adv_video@listserv.iterated.com


sg15_lbc_adv_video-request@listserv.iterated.com


LBC Video


sg15.lbc’video@research.kpn.com


MPEG-4 Requirements AHG


mpeg4_require@listserv.iterated.com


mpeg4_require-request@listserv.iterated.com


MPEG-4 Test Methodologies


mpeg4test@drogo.cselt.stet.it


H.263L Archive FTP Site


ftp://ftp.std.com/vendors/PictureTel/h263L/xxx.doc





H.263L Mission (Plan) for Activities to Next LBC Meeting





H.263L will attempt to formalize the MPEG4/H.263L joint meeting arrangement.


H.263L will meet with MPEG4 in July (Tempere, Finland)


H.263L will attempt to develop some core experiments within the next two weeks, perform the experiments (2 or more companies preferred), and present results during the July MPEG meeting.


H.263L will solicit proposals to be presented at the July LBC meeting.
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