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Source: R. Schaphorst, Rapporteur for Very Low Bitrate Visual Telephony [Question 2/15]





Thank you for your March 29, 1996 liaison relating to the collaboration of the MPEG4 and LBC Experts Group.  The LBC Experts have reviewed this matter and propose to work with MPEG4 according to the following guidelines.





1. The primary focus for collaboration between the groups is in the video coding area.  The ITU has recently established a solid foundation of low bitrate system infrastructure [H.324, H.245, H.223] which we expect will apply at least through this century. In a related ITU organization [Working Party 2] speech coding work is well underway which shows promise of satisfying long term  speech coding enhancements for low bitrate systems.  Consequently it is the video area which deserves emphasis for collaboration with MPEG4.  





2. As you know the LBC Group has established an H.263L Ad Hoc Group [chaired by Richard Ivy] specifically to work on the long term video coding work.  One important element of this work is  collaboration with MPEG4.  As you know Mr. Ivy, and other active LBC experts have also been very active in the work of the MPEG4 committee.  The LBC experts agree with your suggestion of a joint meeting session, and suggest that it be a joint meeting between the LBC H.263L Ad Hoc Group and the appropriate MPEG4 subgroups.  We further suggest that this joint meeting include separate breakout sessions devoted specifically to interactive conversational services.





3. The LBC Experts Group will endeavor to schedule its separate meetings contiguously, and if possible at the same location, with the MPEG  meetings.  It is not anticipated that this can always be accomplished due to the different objectives and schedules of the two organizations.





To further the communications between our two groups I am providing below the schedules and plans for the two video projects that are now active in LBC--H.263L and H.263+.





The H.263L project mandate from the ITU-T is to develop a low bitrate (less than 64Kbps with emphasis on less than 24Kbps) video coding recommendation achieving better video quality, lower delay, lower complexity, and better error resilience than is currently available;  to work with the MPEG committee to the degree that our interests coincide; and to investigate new video coding techniques and technologies as candidates for the recommendation.





The figure below is the project schedule for the H.263L effort.  During the open submission phase, we will accept and evaluate submissions and proposals which may be deemed appropriate to form a basis for further  work.  The LBC core experiment process will track and compliment the MPEG4 process except the MPEG4 VM may have constraints placed upon it appropriate to real time conversational services and core experiments are to be explicitly appropriate to applications of interest to the LBC.  The document produced during the recommendation development phase is expected to be technically aligned with the standard produced by the MPEG4 effort.  This schedule is thought to be compatible with the MPEG4 schedule but the MPEG committee is invited to verify this assumption.
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Figure 1:  H.263L Project Schedule
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The H.263+ development effort is intended for near-term standardization of enhancements of the H.263 video coding algorithm for real-time telecommunication.  Since H.263+ requires a complete and well-defined standard in the near term, we expect its work to be confined to examining well-defined, well-developed proposed enhancements that fit into the existing framework of H.263





The H.263+ workplan is outlined as follows:


	April ’96:	Begin accepting and evaluating proposals.


	July  ’96:	Evaluate proposals.  Begin draft text.


	Nov. ‘96:	Final proposal evaluations.  Complete draft written.


	Feb.  ’97:	Final evaluations completed.  Finalized text written.


	April ’97:	Determination.
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