SMPTE Liaison


	Question(s):
	E/16, 6/16
	Meeting, date:
	20-30 Jan 2004

	Study Group:
	16
	Working Party:
	3/16 – Media coding

	Source:
	The Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers (SMPTE)

	Title: 
	SMPTE VC-9 Work Item and Information Exchange Between SMPTE and ITU-T SG16

	LIAISON STATEMENT

	To:
	SG 16 Q.E & 6

	Approval:
	SMPTE ST13-03 Committee, Peter Symes, SMPTE Engineering Vice President

	For:
	Information/Action/Comment

	Deadline:
	27 Feb 2004

	Contact:
	Tom McMahon

Dolby Laboratories

SMPTE Liaison to ITU-T
	Tel: +1-818-823-2855

Fax: +1-818-557-0890

Email: Tom@Dolby.Com


Summary

SMPTE wishes to advise ITU-T SG16 that it has been approached by Microsoft to document the VC-9 bit-stream and decoding as a SMPTE Standard.  This has resulted in a number of comments from individuals in the video coding community and some misunderstanding of the nature of the work to be undertaken by SMPTE.  Accordingly, SMPTE presents this liaison statement to SG16 so as to clarify the situation and to seek the advice of SG16 and participation of SG16 experts.

Clarification on the VC9 task undertaken by SMPTE

The rules for the operation of the SMPTE in the area of standardization are defined in the SMPTE Administrative Practices (APs).  It was determined that this request meets the criteria to become a SMPTE work item for consideration by the appropriate Technology Committee.  It should be stressed that a SMPTE Standard will result from this work if and only if consensus is achieved in the Technology Committee. The process is formally defined in section K of the SMPTE APs (attached).  It should be noted that if consensus cannot be achieved in the Technology Committee for creation of a Standard the proponent may, if it so chooses, resubmit the document as a Registered Disclosure Document (see Section M of the APs).

SMPTE wishes to emphasize that the focus of the work item is not to call for proposals for a new compression system, but 

(a) to develop a formal specification of the VC-9 bit-stream and its decoding procedure,

and

(b) to add one or more new Profiles to the VC-9 compression system.  

SMPTE believes that this work item has the potential to benefit users and suppliers by enabling interoperability and stability among the users of VC-9.  SMPTE understands that contributions of the expert members of SG16 are vital for the success of this work.  For that reason, SMPTE invites SG16 to review the technical documentation and to provide any detailed technical input that it feels to be applicable.

Guideline for the exchange of technical comments:

Comments from SG16 and its individual members are very welcome.  Please note that SMPTE committee membership consists of individual experts rather than organizations; for that reason SMPTE would prefer that technical input from SG16 members be submitted as formal ballot responses. Accordingly, SMPTE invites SG16 members to join the SMPTE technology committee C24.  (Statement of Participation at http://eng.smpte.org/cgi-bin/sop/sop.pl)  The advantage to this approach is that the SMPTE APs specifically require that any comments to Technology Committee ballots be addressed.  In addition, if SG16 wishes to emphasize the weight of a particular comment, SMPTE encourages SG16 to do so in the form of a liaison statement.  Any such statement will be made available to the C24 committee.  SG16 members are always welcome to attend meetings of SMPTE Technology Committees.  The meeting calendar may be found at http://www.smpte.org/engineering_committees/meeting_schedules_locations/.

SMPTE believes that, should this work result in a Standard, those implementing the codec will be motivated to contribute to the work of updating and maintenance of the documentation.  Such work will include the preparation of any necessary amendments and corrigenda, as well as regular 5-year reviews.
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