TO:	ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG)





SUBJECT:	Invitation to the Fourteenth VCEG Meeting


	Santa Barbara, California, USA, Sept. 24-27, 2001





FROM:	Gary J. Sullivan (Rapporteur for Q.6/16) and


	Thomas Wiegand (Associated Rapporteur for Q.6/16)





VERSION:	Sept. 4, 2001





The purpose of this document is to provide information for the fourteenth meeting of the ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG) to be held at the Radisson Hotel in Santa Barbara, California, USA, September 24-27, 2001.  (The meeting is expected to run from approximately 09:00 on Monday September 24 to 18:00 on Thursday September 27, and evenings may be used if necessary to complete the agenda.)





The meeting is hosted at the kind invitation of Microsoft Corporation.





The venue for the meeting and other logistics information is attached in Annex A.





Final permission to hold the meeting has been granted by Study Group 16 of the ITU-T, so this announcement can be considered final.





Participants should note that meetings of a number of other Questions within Study Group 16 are also being held in Santa Barbara during the same week at a neighboring hotel, the Fess Parker Doubletree Inn.  Participants are currently being encouraged to reserve sleeping rooms at the Doubletree rather than the Radisson if convenient for them, as few open rooms remain at the Radisson and more reservations are still needed at the Doubletree.  Those making room reservations at the Doubletree (+1 805 564 4333) should identify themselves as being with the “Cisco standards meeting”.  Contact information for the Radisson is attached in Annex A.





The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of the following:


Maintenance, study, and coordination work on prior H.26x standards


Coordination and planning regarding future video coding requirements


Progressing the work on the H.26L recommendation development project


Communication with ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 regarding future video coding work


Other business as necessary for Q.6 consideration





The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members (i.e., to all representatives of ITU-T Member States, Sector Members, and Associates).  Additional non ITU-T experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteurs.  The rapporteurs of Q.6 do not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expect to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  Electronic mail sent to the rapporteur (Gary.Sullivan@itu.int) or associated rapporteur (wiegand@hhi.de) is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such an invitation (be sure to include return contact phone, fax, address and email information).





All persons planning to attend the meeting are requested to send an email message as follows:





  To: garysull@microsoft.com, wiegand@hhi.de, ccarroll@preferredmeetings.com


  Subject: ITU-T VCEG Santa Barbara Attendance Registration





  Person:        [Your Name]


  Affiliation:   [Your company]


  Country:       [...]


  Phone:         [...]


  Fax:           [...]


  Email:         [...]


  Accomodation:  [Radisson/Doubletree/Other]


  Special Needs: [...]


  Comments:      [...]





Note: Attendees are responsible for making their own room reservations.  Sending an email message as shown above does not reserve a hotel room.


The following relevant documents are or will soon be available on the VCEG site (http://standard.pictel.com/ftp) in the directory video-site/0109_San


A detailed agenda with document allocation (VCEG-NT1.doc)


A list of registered contributions (VCEG-N00.doc)


A document template file (VCEG-Nxx.dot)


A copy of this meeting announcement (VCEG-NT0r0.doc)





Participants are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the ftp site (VCEG-Nxx.dot) when preparing contributions.





Contributions for the meeting will be numbered “VCEG-Yxx“, where Y is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “N“), and xx will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is VCEG-Mxx.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word format with a .doc extension is preferred.  Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the VCEG rapporteur <Gary.Sullivan@itu.int>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, email address, affiliation web site URL, and country information), subject area (admin, H.263, H.26L, prior standards, other), and purpose (information, proposal, proposed draft text, draft text for output document, or liaison).





It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox at:





	URL: ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/dropbox





In the event of any problems in document uploading, a copy of the document should be emailed to the Rapporteur (Gary.Sullivan@itu.int) and Associated Rapporteur (Wiegand@hhi.de).





Documents should be uploaded or emailed at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the group email reflector (itu-adv-video@standard.pictel.com) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.





All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site at least four business days prior to the meeting (i.e., by midnight on Tuesday 28 September in Santa Barbara, California local time).  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.





Contributors of documents should note that our only planned means of document distribution is electronic.  We do not expect paper copying facilities to be available at the meeting.  It is important that documents be uploaded to the ftp site on time to allow others to download documents and study them prior to the meeting.  Bring your laptop, 802.11b card, 10/100 BASE-T card and cable, and your hub for on-site LAN use.





Those planning a videotape demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., should contact the rapporteur (Gary.Sullivan@itu.int), the associated rapporteur Thomas Wiegand (wiegand@hhi.de) to insure that the required facilities are available.





We are looking forward to a productive meeting with you.





Sincerely yours,





/s/ Gary Sullivan, Thomas Wiegand


Gary Sullivan�VCEG Rapporteur (ITU-T SG16 Question 6)�Microsoft Corp.�One Microsoft Way�Redmond, WA 98052�
��Tel:  +1 (425) 703-5308�Fax: +1 (425) 936-7329�Email: Gary.Sullivan@itu.int�
�
Thomas Wiegand�VCEG Associated Rapporteur�Heinrich Hertz Institute,�Einsteinufer 37,�10587 Berlin�
��Tel: +49 (0)30 31002 617�Fax:+49 (0)30 392 7200�Email: wiegand@hhi.de�
�
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ANNEX A:


Logistic Information for ITU Q.6/16 Meeting


Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG)


Santa Barbara, CA, 24-27 September 2001





---- Action required before September 7, 2001 ----





Meeting Site:


Radisson Hotel Santa Barbara


1111 East Cabrillo Boulevard


Santa Barbara, CA 93103





Telephone	805-963-0744


		800-643-1994


Fax Line 	805-962-0985 (This fax number may be used both to make a reservation and to receive faxes while staying at the hotel.)


Internet:	www.radisson.com/santabarbara





The Radisson Hotel Santa Barbara is located just across from the Pacific Ocean and East Beach, and in full view of the Santa Ynez Mountains. The Radisson is just 15 minutes from the Santa Barbara Airport and 90 miles north of Los Angeles. This historic hotel originally opened in 1931 and today offers charming Spanish Colonial ambiance amidst three beautifully landscaped acres.





Hotel Accommodation:


A block reservation of rooms has been made at the Radisson Hotel Santa Barbara. Please contact the hotel directly for your booking, no later than September 7, 2001. It would be advantageous to book rooms as soon as possible as rooms beyond the reserved block cannot be guaranteed and will be provided solely on a space-available basis. Should you encounter any problems booking a room at the Radisson Santa Barbara, please contact Caitlin Carroll, who is serving as one of the meeting coordinators. She can be reached at ccarroll@preferredmeetings.com or by phone at 612-673-9799. 





The following information should be specified in your fax, email or phone call to the hotel:


Reference “ITU Meeting”


Arrival/departure dates


Room preferences





Room Rate: 	USD$139.00 Single/Double (An additional $3.00 energy surcharge will be applied by the hotel due to the energy crisis being experienced in California.)





Refreshment Fee: In addition to the room rate, payment of a voluntary refreshment fee is requested during registration for the meeting (not during registration for the hotel). This one-time fee will be used to defray costs for beverages and snack food supplied at the meeting.  Participants not wishing to partake of the refreshments need not pay this fee.  The final amount of the fee has yet to be determined, but will not exceed $US 90.00.





Getting to the Meeting Site:


The Radisson Hotel Santa Barbara does not provide airport shuttle service. Airport taxis offer flat rates to the hotel in Santa Barbara which range from $25-30.





Driving Directions from the South:


Highway 101 North


Take the Cabrillo Boulevard Exit (exit is on left, exit from fast lane).


When you reach the stop sign, turn left on Cabrillo Blvd.


The hotel is located on the right. For hotel registration parking, turn right at the first stoplight onto Ninos Drive. Take the first left onto Orilla Del Mar.


Turn left into hotel parking lot.





Driving Directions from the North: 


Highway 101 South


Take the Hot Springs/Coast Village/Cabrillo Boulevard Exit (exit is on left, exit from fast lane).


When you reach the stop sign, turn right onto Cabrillo Blvd. 


The hotel is located on the right. For hotel registration parking, turn right at the first stoplight on to Ninos Drive. Take the first left onto Orilla Del Mar. Turn left into hotel parking lot.





Driving From the Santa Barbara Airport:


Follow directions for coming from the north (so heading from the airport onto Highway 101 South). Signs from the airport to Santa Barbara are clearly marked.





Host Contact: Please contact the meeting host for any special needs or demo equipment requirements.





Gary J. Sullivan, Ph.D.


Microsoft


Tel: (425) 703-5308


Fax: (425) 706-7329


Email garysull@microsoft.com





Tourist Information:


Santa Barbara boasts a year-round Mediterranean climate and laid back California charm. The city has several outstanding golf courses including Sandpiper, Rancho San Marcos and Glen Annie. Public tennis courts are a short drive away and just outside of the hotel is an extensive beachway for cycling, rollerblading, walking or jogging. There are over 600 restaurants in Santa Barbara and the county’s wine country has recently grown to over 45 wineries. Other attractions include historic missions and fashionable shopping.
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