Logistic Information for ITU Q.6/16 Meeting

Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG)

Austin, Texas 2-4 April 2001

---- Action required before March 12th, 2001 ----
Meeting Site:
Four Seasons Hotel Austin

98 San Jacinto Boulevard

Austin, Texas 78701-4039

Telephone

512-478-4500

Fax (Reservations)
512-478-3117

Internet:
http://www.fourseasons.com/austin
The Four Seasons Hotel Austin is located in the heart of downtown Austin on the shore of Town Lake and Austin’s beautiful greenbelt, lending the property a resort-like feel. It is less than a mile from the Capitol and the University of Texas, and is a 25-minute drive from Austin Bergstrom International Airport.

Hotel Accommodation:
A block reservation of 40 rooms has been made at the Four Seasons Hotel. Please contact the hotel directly for your booking, no later than March 12th, 2001. It would be advantageous to book rooms as soon as possible as rooms beyond the reserved 40 cannot be guaranteed and will be provided solely on a space-available basis. Should you encounter any problems booking a room at the Four Seasons Hotel, please contact  Caitlin Carroll, who is serving as one of the meeting coordinators. She can be reached at ccarroll@preferredmeetings.com or by phone at 612-673-9799. 

The following information should be specified in your fax, email or phone call to the hotel:

· Reference “ITU Meeting hosted by Polycom”

· Arrival/departure date

· Room preferences

Room Rate: 
USD$165.00 Single/Double

Meeting Fee: 
In addition to the room rate, there will be a one-time charge of USD$180.00  to cover the cost of coffee breaks and meeting facilities fees.  The fee will be collected on Monday during registration prior to the meeting. 

Getting to the Meeting Site:

The Four Seasons Hotel Austin does not provide airport shuttle service, however taxi service is available from the airport for approximately USD$20.00.

Directions from Austin Bergstrom International Airport:
· Exit via Presidential Blvd.

· Turn left onto HWY. 71 West

· Drive 5.7 miles on HWY. 71/Ben White Blvd.

· Turn right onto I-35 heading North

· Drive 3 miles on I-35 North

· Exit Cesar Chavez (#234B) and turn left.

· Turn left at the third light (San Jacinto Blvd.)

· Hotel is located on 98 San Jacinto Blvd.

Miscellaneous:
· Please note that the document distribution will be done electronically, no paper copy facilities will be available. Inter/intranet access will be provided.

· Please contact the meeting host for any special needs or demo equipment requirements.

Host Contact:
Michael Horowitz

Polycom Incorporated

Tel: (512) 372-7091

Fax: (512) 372-7001

Email mhorowitz@austin.polycom.com

Tourist Information:
 Austin is said to be the heart and soul of Texas – a little laid back, a little cosmopolitan, and a lot of fun. Historic landmarks dot the landscape and it has recently become known as the “Live Music Capital of the World.”  The following is just a sampling of what Austin has to offer. Please see the convention and visitor’s bureau website at www.austintexas.com for further information on Austin attractions. Information on sights outside of the city can be found at www.tpwd.state.texas.us/park/clicpark/hillcoun.htm. 

· The newly renovated State Capitol Building offers free, hour-long guided tours of the rotunda and its other attractions. Built in 1888 of native pink granite and other Texas materials, the stately Texas Capitol is within 10 minutes of the Four Seasons.

· Recognized as one of the finest examples of 19th-century antebellum architecture, the Governor’s Mansion has been the home of every Texas governor since 1856. Tours weekdays 9:30-11:40 a.m. (arrive early because tours fill up quickly).

·  The University of Texas is home not only to the Lyndon B. Johnson Library and Museum, but also claims several other prominent museums: The Texas Memorial Museum and the Jack S. Blanton Museum of Art. Free tours are offered weekdays and Saturdays. Call for availability.

· Jump start your morning with the sweet aroma of Texas wildflowers at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, a 42-acre native plant botanical garden. Tour time 60 minutes.

· Sixth Street: With its wide variety of clubs and restaurants, festive atmosphere and bustling street life, “Old Pecan Street” draws apt comparisons to New Orleans’ Bourbon Street. But Austin’s version has a style of its own.

· The Warehouse District: This district west of Congress Ave. and south of Sixth Street is filled with clubs, music and upscale restaurants, providing an alternative to the lively Sixth Street entertainment district.

