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1 H.26L Basic IPR Principles 

Regarding Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) for the future ITU-T H.26L, Q.6/SG16 (VCEG) has agreed to the following basic principles:

· H.26L should have a simple license free “baseline mode” (both on the encoder and decoder) in order to promote the wide implementation and use of ITU-T H.26L. All implementations should have such a common “baseline mode” core, in order to allow minimal interoperability among all H.26L codecs. The above requirement means that all technology applied in the “baseline mode” shall have either no, or expired IPR, or valid but license-fee-free IPR (according to Box 1 of the ITU Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration, attached below) . 

· Special, more advanced profiles of the H.26L standard may contain patents per Box 2 of the ITU Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration (reasonable terms and conditions).

2 Collection of IPR information during the standardization process

According to the ITU-T IPR policy, ITU-T members/experts are encouraged to disclose as soon as possible IPR information (of there own or anybody else) associated with any standardization proposal (of their own or anybody else).  Such information should be provided on a best effort basis.

For collecting such information, VCEG has decided to use the same patent declaration form that is to be submitted to the ITU Director when the contributed technology becomes part of the final standard.

Therefore, VCEG requires all technical (algorithmic) proposals include one or more of:

Attached at the end of each technical contribution, a fully filled-out ITU “Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration” (attached below).  At the contribution stage, this form is for information only, and may be signed by an expert or left unsigned.  The form need not be submitted to the TSB at this stage, but must be included in the contribution to VCEG,

or, the following statement:

“The contributor(s) are not aware of any issued, pending, or planned patents associated with the technical content of this proposal.”,

or, the following statement:

“The contributor(s) believe(s) one or more third-parties may have issued, pending, or planned patents associated with the technical content of this proposal.”

Note that the submission of the ITU Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration to VCEG at the proposal stage does not have the same formal status as the final IPR declaration to the TSB. 

Such information provided to the Rapporteur will be tabulated in a “IPR status list” (e.g. a simple Word table) of the information received. Not relevant information (e.g. if a proposed method was not accepted) will be removed from the “IPR status list” as early as possible. The “IPR status list” is a living document of VCEG. 

3 Formal submission of IPR statements to the ITU TSB Director

In the final stage of standardization such formal IPR statements have to be forwarded to the ITU TSB Director. This should be done by a responsible member (e.g. IPR Department) of the IPR holder. To avoid formal IPR statements on proposals not included in the final Recommendation, it is suggested that this submission be done only after the H.26L standard has been finalized for the “consent” process in the Study Group.  The last call of the standard can only be issued by the TSB when all formal IPR statements have arrived to the ITU.

4 Outlook

It is hoped that the above implementation would facilitate to achieve the goals outlined under paragraph 1.

Patent Statement and Licensing Declaration

(Typically one per ITU-T Recommendation)

This declaration does not represent an implied license grant

Please return to:
Director
Place des Nations 

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

International Telecommunication Union
Fax: +41 22 730 5853

Patent Holder/Organization:

Legal Name



Contact for license application:

Name & Department



Address







Tel.



Fax



E-mail



ITU-T Recommandation:

Number



Title



Licensing declaration

The Patent Holder believes to hold granted patents and/or pending applications, whose use would be required to implement the above ITU-T Recommendation and hereby declares, in accordance with the Statement on ITU-T Patent Policy (see ITU-T web site), that (check one box only).
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1
The Patent Holder is prepared to grant – on the basis of reciprocity for the above ITU-T Recommendation – a free license to an unrestricted number of applicants on a worldwide, non-discriminatory basis to manufacture, use and/or sell implementations of the above ITU-T Recommendation.
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2
The Patent Holder is prepared to grant – on the basis of reciprocity for the above ITU-T Recommendation – a license to an unrestricted number of applicants on a worldwide, non-discriminatory basis and on reasonable terms and conditions to manufacture, use and/ or sell implementations of the above ITU-T Recommendation.

Such negotiations are left to the parties concerned and are performed outside the ITU-T.
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3
The Patent Holder is unwilling to grant licenses according to the provisions of either 1 or 2 above. In this case, the following information must be provided as part of this declaration:

· patent registration/application number;
· an indication of which portions of the Recommendation are affected.
· a description of the patent claims covering the Recommendation;

Signature

Organization



Name of authorized person



Title of authorized person



Signature



Place, Date







Patent Information (desired but not required)

No.
Registration Number/ Country
5 Title/ Inventor
Status
[granted/ pending]
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