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Introduction

The H.263++ Development Ad-Hoc Committee was created with the following mandate:

· To refine the draft for third-version enhancements to Recommendation H.263

· Group communication conducted via itu-adv-video@standard.pictel.com reflector.

With the recent determination of three H.263++ annexes at the ITU-T SG16 meeting during 07-18 February 2000 in Geneva at ITU HQ, our goal for the Osaka meeting is to prepare for White Document submission in June/July for Decision (final approval) in November.  We appear on track toward this goal.

The prior Key Technical Areas of H.263++ established at the Red Bank meeting are no longer applicable now, as they were targeted for action prior to the Geneva meeting.

The top priorities for the project as discussed on our email reflector consist of the following:

· Closely checking the drafted annexes for problems in preparing White Document draft

· Evaluating the PictureTel-proposed changes to the IDCT in Annex W

· Closely checking the new drafted Appendix II content

· Ensuring proper definition of H.245 and H.230/H.242 support
Contributions in each of these top-priority areas have been registered for the Osaka meeting.

The primary discussions that have recently arisen on our email reflector in the interim period have been on issues surrounding Draft Annex U (Enhanced Reference Picture Selection), particularly regarding its error robustness and the desire for simplicity in its design.  We have several contributions registered for the Osaka meeting on these issues.

The documents currently registered for Osaka on H.263++ issues include the following topics:

· Internet anchor bitstreams for experiment comparisons (Q15-J-10)

· Support in H.242, H.320, and H.245 (Q15-J-16, Q15-J-37, Q15-J-39)

· Packetization (Q15-J-52)

· Annex U (Enhanced Reference Picture Selection)

· Performance and implementability (Q15-J-11, Q15-J-58)

· Syntax for error robustness (Q15-J-31, Q15-J-33)

· Bidirectional prediction (Q15-J-34)

· Editorial refinement (Q15-J-49)

· Operation with other annexes (Q15-J-50)

· Test model use (Q15-J-51)

· Annex V (Data Partitioned Slices)

· None! (has been very stable)

· Annex W (Additional Supplemental Enhancement Information)

· Header repetition support in H.245 (Q15-J-16)

· IDCT complexity (Q15-J-32, Q15-J-36)

· Text coding (Q15-J-54)

· Error resilience capability (Q15-J-55)

· Appendix II (Q15-J-12, Q15-J-13, Q15-J-35)

Conclusion

We appear set for another good meeting of work and ready to finalize the H.263++ project for November decision by SG16.  The workplan for the project (adjusted to reflect our latest meeting schedule) is shown in the table below.

	Meeting
	Approx Date
	Type
	Milestone

	SG16-1
	17 March ‘97
	Study Group
	

	Q15-A
	24 Jun ‘97
	Experts
	

	Q15-B
	8 Sep ‘97
	Experts
	Adoption of Workplan

	Q15-C
	2 Dec ‘97
	Experts
	Start of Significant Effort

	SG16-2
	26 Jan ‘98
	Study Group
	

	Q15-D
	21 Apr ‘98
	Experts
	

	Q15-E
	21 Jul ‘98
	Experts
	

	SG16-3
	14 Sep ‘98
	Study Group
	

	Q15-F
	3 Nov ‘98
	Experts
	

	Q15-G
	16 Feb ‘99
	Experts
	First Formal Draft Adoptions

	SG16-4
	17 May ‘99
	Study Group
	

	Q15-H
	3 Aug ‘99
	Experts
	

	SG16-5
	30 Sep ‘99
	Study Group
	

	Q15-I
	18 Oct ‘99
	Experts
	Final Draft for Determination

	SG16-6
	7 Feb ‘00
	Study Group
	Determination

	Q15-J
	16 May ‘00
	Experts
	Bug-checking

	
	1 Jul ‘00
	No Meeting
	Final Draft for Decision

	Q15-K
	21 Aug ‘00
	Experts
	No Action on H.263++

	SG16
	13 Nov ‘00
	Study Group
	Decision
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