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Topics of work for this meeting consist of progressing the work relating to the Advanced Video Coding standard known in ITU-T as Recommendation H.264 and in WG11 as ISO/IEC 14496‑10 or MPEG-4 part 10, considering in particular:

 Review of the work assigned to ad-hoc groups at the twelfth meeting in Redmond, including:

	Title
	Chair

	JVT Project Management and
Errata Reporting
(jvt-experts@mail.imtc-files.org)
	Gary Sullivan, Ajay Luthra, and Thomas Wiegand

	JM Description and
Reference Software
(jvt-experts@mail.imtc-files.org)
	Thomas Wiegand, Karsten Suehring, Siwei Ma, Keng Pang Lim

	Fidelity Range Extensions
Text Editing
(jvt-experts@mail.imtc-files.org)
	Gary Sullivan, Detlev Marpe, Thomas Wiegand, Tom McMahon, Ajay Luthra 

	Bitstream Exchange and Conformance
(jvt‑bitstream@mail.imtc-files.org)
	Teruhiko Suzuki and Lowell Winger


 Progression of work on development of a conformance specification for the Fidelity Range Extensions

 Progression of work on development of reference software for the Fidelity Range Extensions

 Progression of work on a test model description of example encoding practices

 Collection of reports of any errors in the video coding specification or its conformance and reference software specifications toward creation of a corrigendum or implementer's guide

 Addressing needs for coordination with the parent bodies

 Addressing needs for coordination for the definition of methods of carrying the video content in use with a variety of system designs and network environments.

The meeting will also consider needs for the conduct of communication with other organizations in regard to the work of the JVT.  Other business as necessary for JVT consideration may be conducted.

Email discussions have taken place on the main JVT email reflector jvt‑experts@mail.imtc.org, (for subscription see http://mail.imtc.org/cgi‑bin/lyris.pl?enter=jvt-bitstream) and on the JVT Bitstream AHG reflector jvt-bitstream@mail.imtc.org (for subscription see http://mail.imtc.org/cgi‑bin/lyris.pl?enter=jvt-bitstream).
The ftp site for documents of the JVT has recently moved, and the contents of the ftp site for this meeting have been duplicated on a second ftp site in order to improve access.

· The current ftp site containing prior JVT documents is ftp://standards.polycom.com.  Anonymous access is sufficient for access to all documents of this meeting.  If anonymous access is not working properly with some clients, the same access privileges can be obtained using the user ID "jvttest" with the password "tester".
· Since have experienced some problems with access to the new site, we have also set up the files for the current meeting at an alternative ftp site hosted by the ITU at ftp://ftp3.itu.int, which can be accessed using the user ID "avguest" and the password "Avguest".  These files can also be accessed (without a password) at the http link http://ftp3.itu.int/av-arch/jvt-site.
NOTE – Some access problems can be fixed by toggling your ftp access tool between "active" and "passive" modes of ftp, or by using alternative ftp access tools (e.g., using the command line ftp tool or ws_ftp rather than a browser).
We wish to express our great thanks to the IMTC for hosting our email reflectors and for formerly hosting the ftp site.  We also wish to express our thanks to Polycom and the ITU for their current hosting of the JVT files.
The web site for reference software of the JVT that is maintained by Karsten Suehring, our decoder reference software coordinator, is found at http://bs.hhi.de/~suehring/tml/.

We wish to express our great thanks to Karsten Suehring and the Heinrich Hertz Institute for maintaining that web site.

We believe the consideration of errata reports on the H.264/AVC specification to be an especially high priority for this meeting.  Input document JVT-M010 is particularly noteworthy toward that goal.
Also important for consideration to aid deployment of the standard are work toward conformance specification, reference software development, and verification testing.  The group should also facilitate and encourage interoperability testing to the extent feasible for our organization.

Some recent developments in the JVT include:
· Completion of the FRExt amendment and the editing work for integration of that amendment with the base text.

· Completion of the reference software and conformance specifications for the Baseline, Main and Extended profiles

· A new release of FRExt-capable reference software (JM 9.0) that unifies the previously-divergent codebases used for FRExt and non-FRExt reference software

· Submission for consideration at this meeting of a draft manual describing the use of the reference software (JVT-M012)
We also note some recent developments in the community that may be of interest to our participants:

· The application community appears to be progressing well with widespread adoption of H.264/AVC with final specification or good progress toward final specification of H.264/AVC use in the application communities of IETF AVT, 3GPP (rel 6), 3GPP2, ATSC, DVB (TS 102 005 and TS 101 154), DVD Forum, Blu-ray Disc Association, DMB (Korea), Japan mobile segment broadcast, and US DoD MISB (and of course MPEG and the ITU-T).

· The High profile recently completed as part of the FRExt extensions appears to have strong momentum for adoption – possibly even overtaking the Main profile as the primary profile expected to be deployed in large-volume entertainment-quality applications.  Evidence of the adoption momentum for the High profile can be seen in recent actions of the DVB, Blu-ray Disc Association, and DVD Forum.
· A special session was held on advances in H.264/AVC video coding at the recent SPIE SPIE Conference on Applications of Digital Image Processing XXVII.  That special session included a new overview paper which appears to be the first overview published that includes technical review of the new FRExt profiles, which is available at http://fastvdo.com/spie04.  Another paper at that conference discusses the subjective testing methodology used in the MPEG AVC verification tests (it is available at http://www.itl.nist.gov/div895/papers, along with a related paper describing the verification tests themselves).
File: JVT-M003d0.doc
Page: 1
Date Saved: 2004-10-18

