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Purpose:  Comment 
The Canadian National Body comments that the importance of having a competitive and open video compression standard and the value of adding coding tools that enhance visual quality and/or reduce bitrate are widely accepted.  For these reasons, we would like to reconfirm our strong support for the conclusions of the Waikoloa JVT meeting that state, regarding the proposal for the addition of an 8-tap transform [AgendaWithNotes_draft7ncm.doc]:

"Next steps - use Viper content, use the content provided by Dolby, combine it with Interlace Coding tools, Professional Extension tools, Interest in 10 bit 4:2:0, look at different 8x8 transforms, need to test at 4:2:2 and 4:4:4 chroma resolution, for large motion block size investigate switching. Need to see it visually. Impact of this change on the text."

That is, we strongly concur, and recommend, that at a minimum the successful completion of these NEXT STEPS should be a required precondition to adoption of the 8-tap transform into ISO/IEC 14496-10. We strongly agree that the evidence for adoption of the 8-tap transform should be visually convincing under realistic viewing conditions (ie. on realtime video, including the entirety of the Viper and Dolby content). Also, that the investigation should be complete before adoption, including independently verified experimental results for interlace, higher chroma resolutions, higher bit-depths, and large motion block size switching.

In addition, we strongly agree that the NEXT STEPS should be completed well in advance of the preparation and final editing of the final text of ISO/IEC 14496-10 AMD1. The impact of the 8-tap transform on the text is anticipated to be significant. We believe that there is a substantial benefit to having a stable, mature, and essentially complete text well in advance of balloting, so that there can be the reasonable assurance of technical completeness that can only come though stability in the text. Without this reasonable assurance, the value of this standardization effort will be greatly reduced.

We would like to emphasize that we strongly discourage a decision for adoption of the 8-tap transform into ISO/IEC 14496-10 AMD1 without providing for adequate time for the text of ISO/IEC 14496-10 AMD1 to stabilize afterwards, and that we feel that without successful completion of all of the NEXT STEPS requested, well in advance of the preparation of the ballot text of ISO/IEC 14496-10 AMD1, that the 8-tap transform should not be adopted into ISO/IEC 14496-10 AMD1.
