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TO:
The Joint Video Team (JVT) of


the ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG) and


the ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG)

SUBJECT:
Preliminary Invitation to the Eighth JVT Meeting


Geneva, Switzerland, 23-27 May, 2003
FROM:
Gary J. Sullivan, Thomas Wiegand, and Ajay Luthra


(Rapporteurs | Chairs of the JVT)

VERSION:
April 23, 2003

The purpose of this document is to provide information for the eighth meeting of the Joint Video Team (JVT) of the ITU-T SG16 Q6 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG) and the ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) to be held at the ITU headquarters facilities in Geneva, Switzerland, May 23 to 27, 2003.  The meeting is expected to run from approximately 09:30 am on Friday, May 23 to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday May 27.  Week-end and evening meeting sessions are expected to be necessary to complete the agenda and should be anticipated.  Week-end sessions will be considered "break-out" activities to be reviewed for consideration prior to approval during the Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th sessions.

The meeting is hosted under the auspices of the International Telecommunications Union.  The meeting is held at the same time and venue as a meeting of ITU-T Study Group 16 (SG16).  Detailed information about the SG16 meeting can be found in collective letter 6 on the SG16 web site http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com16/index.asp.  Hotel information, including preferential hotel rates negotiated through the ITU, can be found at http://www.itu.int/travel/HotelList.html and in Annex 3 of collective letter 6.

NOTE: The closest business-class hotel to the ITU buildings is the Intercontinental, although a more popular strategy is to obtain hotel accommodations near the Cornavin train & bus station (which is more centrally located than the ITU or the Intercontinental), from which buses run frequently to the vicinity of the ITU (see local information at the end of this letter).  Do not expect to find a hotel in Geneva with high-speed internet access. However, internet access at the ITU-T meeting facilities should be good.

The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of progressing the work relating to the Advanced Video Coding standard known in ITU-T as Recommendation H.264 and in WG11 as ISO/IEC 14496-10 or MPEG-4 part 10, considering in particular:

 Review of the work assigned to ad-hoc groups at the seventh meeting in Pattaya, including:

	Title
	Chair

	JVT Project Management
	Gary Sullivan, Ajay Luthra, and Thomas Wiegand

	AVC Text and DoC Editing
	Thomas Wiegand and Aharon Gill

	Bitstream Exchange, Conformance Bitstream, and Verification Test Bitstream Preparation
	Anthony Joch, Karsten Sühring, Teruhiko Suzuki, T.K. Tan


 Progression of work on development of a conformance specification

 Progression of work on development of reference software and a test model description of example encoding practices

 Progression of work toward production of bitstreams for verification testing

 Evaluation of responses to call for proposals on professional extensions for extended sample bit depth and chroma format support [JVT-G048]

 Collection of reports of any errors in the video coding specification toward creation of a corrigendum or implementer's guide

 Addressing needs for coordination with the parent bodies

 Addressing needs for coordination for the definition of methods of carrying the video content in use with a variety of system designs and network environments.

The meeting will also consider needs for the conduct of communication with other organizations in regard to the work of the JVT.  Other business as necessary for JVT consideration may be conducted.

The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members (i.e., to all representatives of ITU-T Member States, Sector Members, and SG16 Associates) and to all delegates qualified for MPEG participation (i.e., as National Body or Liaison representatives).  Additional experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteurs | chairs as allowed by ITU-T or ISO/IEC policy.  The rapporteurs | chairs of the JVT do not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expect to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  Electronic mail sent to the rapporteurs | chairs (garysull@microsoft.com, wiegand@hhi.de and ALuthra@motorola.com) is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such an invitation (be sure to include return contact affiliation, phone, address and email information).

NOTE – Qualification to attend the JVT meeting does not make someone qualified to attend the ITU-T SG 16 meeting to be held May 20-30.

For ITU security reasons, it is important that we have advance notice of all persons planning to attend the meeting by May 16.  This will allow the ITU to prepare identification badges for use on ITU premises.  To register for the JVT meeting send an email message in the form below:

  To: garysull@microsoft.com, wiegand@hhi.de, aluthra@motorola.com

  Subject: JVT Geneva III Attendance Registration

  Person:        [Your Full Name]

  Affiliation:   [Your Organization]

  Address:       [...]

  Country:       [...]

  Qualification: [ITU-T Sector Member/MPEG Delegate/Both]

  Phone:         [...]

  Email:         [...]

  Special Needs: [...]

  Comments:      [...]

NOTE – Attendees are responsible for making their own hotel room reservations.  Sending an email message as shown above does not reserve a hotel room.

The following relevant documents are or will soon be available on the JVT ftp site (ftp://ftp.imtc-files.org/jvt-experts) in the subdirectory 2003_05_Geneva
1. A detailed agenda with document allocation (JVT-H-TD01rX.doc or AgendaWithNotes_rX.doc)

2. A list of registered contributions (JVT-H000rX.doc or JVT-H000rX.txt)

3. A document template file (JVT-Hxxx.dot)

4. A copy of this meeting announcement (JVT-H-TD00rX.doc)

(Where “rX” is a revision number for each document – “r0”, “r1”, etc.)

Participants are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the ftp site (JVT‑Hxxx.dot) when preparing contributions.

Contributions for the meeting will be numbered “JVT-Yxxx“, where Y is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “H”), and xxx will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is JVT-Hxxx.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word format with a .doc extension is preferred.  Revision levels can be indicated by appending “rX” before the file type suffix, and draft status can be indicated by appending “dX”, where “X” is a number (0, 1, 2, …). Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the JVT rapporteur | chair <garysull@microsoft.com>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, email address, affiliation web site URL, and country information), and purpose (information, proposal, proposed draft text, draft text for output document, or liaison).

It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox (ftp://ftp.imtc-files.org/jvt-experts/dropbox) well in advance of the meeting.  In the event of any problems in document uploading, a copy of the document should be emailed to the Rapporteur (GarySull@microsoft.com) and Associated Rapporteurs (Wiegand@hhi.de and ALuthra@motorola.com).

Documents should be uploaded or emailed at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the group email reflector (jvt-experts@mail.imtc.org) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.  Other important information about the meeting may also be announced on this group email reflector. Interested parties can subscribe to this email reflector by selecting the “join jvt-experts” link at the following URL: http://mail.imtc.org/cgi-bin/lyris.pl?enter=jvt-experts.
All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site by midnight on Monday May 19 in Geneva, Switzerland local time.  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.

Contributors of documents should note that our only planned means of document distribution is electronic.  It is important that documents be uploaded to the ftp site on time to allow others to download documents and study them prior to the meeting.  Bring your laptop, NIC, and 802.11b card for on-site LAN use.
Those planning a videotape or other demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., should contact the rapporteur | chair Gary Sullivan (garysull@microsoft.com), the associate rapporteurs | co-chairs Thomas Wiegand and Ajay Luthra (wiegand@hhi.de and aluthra@motorola.com) to ensure that the required facilities are available.
The ITU tower building is a highly-visible landmark on the Avenue Giuseppe Motta near the United Nations complex.  A receptionist at the building entrance (and video monitors mounted in the building lobby and elsewhere) can help you find your way.

The primary language of Geneva is French, although as the headquarters of many international organizations including the United Nations, Geneva is a very international city.  English, German, Italian, and Romansh are other commonly-spoken languages.

The national currency of Switzerland is the Swiss Franc (CHF), which has a value of approximately 0.66 Euros or 0.73 $US (according to http://www.xe.com/ucc/convert.cgi).  A bank-operated money exchange service operates at the exit of the international section of the Geneva Cointrin (GVA) airport.

Some useful web sites for area information include: www.geneva-tourism.ch/eng/index.php3, www.genevacity.com, www.geneva-central.com (French).

Taxi is the recommended means of transport from the Geneva Cointrin (GVA) international airport to your hotel.

Bus transportation (see http://www.tpg.ch/Welcome.En.html) to the ITU from the Cornavin bus and train station runs about every 5-10 minutes on routes 5 and 8 during business hours.  Route 8 (see http://www.tpg.ch/Cartographie/Schemas_lignes/l8.html) has a “UIT” stop at the ITU tower building.  Route 5 has a “Vermont” stop nearby (see http://www.tpg.ch/Cartographie/Schemas_lignes/l5.html).  A “Cart@Bus” discount card, which can be purchased at local tobacconist shops and is available in denominations such as 20 CHF, is a convenient way to use the bus system.  Some bus routes near the Cornavin have been temporarily rerouted due to recent construction work, so it may be advisable to allocate some extra time on your first commute day, consult with your hotel or bus station staff, be on the lookout for signs indicating re-routing, etc.

The “internet café” area in the basement of the ITU tower can provide network access and web browsing services.  Those of you who represent ITU member states, sector member organizations, or SG16 associate member organizations (see http://www.itu.int/members/index.html) may find a TIES account (see http://www.itu.int/TIES/) particularly useful during your stay in Geneva, as the TIES system also provides dial-up internet access for use from your hotel room during your stay in Geneva.
We are looking forward to a productive meeting with you.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Gary Sullivan, Thomas Wiegand, Ajay Luthra

	Gary Sullivan
JVT Rapporteur | Chair
Microsoft Corp.
One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052
	

Tel:  +1 (425) 703-5308
Fax: +1 (425) 936-7329
Email: garysull@microsoft.com

	Thomas Wiegand
JVT Associate Rapporteur | Co-Chair
Heinrich Hertz Institute,
Einsteinufer 37,
10587 Berlin
	

Tel: +49 (0)30 31002 617
Fax:+49 (0)30 392 7200
Email: wiegand@hhi.de

	Ajay Luthra
JVT Associate Rapporteur | Co-Chair
Motorola, BCS
6420 Sequence Drive
San Diego, CA  92121
	

Tel: +1 (858) 404-3470
Fax: +1 (858) 404-2501
Email: Aluthra@motorola.com
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