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Licensing issues on JVT

The most prominent characteristic of the JVT codec, is the excellent technology adopted in its building blocks. The patent rights of the technologies adopted in the JVT codec, belong to numerous companies and organizations, whom may have declared licensing terms under RAND terms and conditions. What should be noted here is that such patent holders are not necessarily members of JVT.

The main goal of JVT is to secure a royalty free baseline codec. Yet, the existence of numerous third party patent holders, impedes achievement of this goal. The only solution for JVT to achieve this goal would be to drop all technologies that are non-royalty free. However, this solution does not coincide with JVT's endeavour to develop the best technical solution that meets the requirement.

Under the aforementioned circumstances, we request to establish a working group consisting of IPR experts, to disscuss the licensing model for the JVT codec. We are concerned that not only would it be difficult to obligate JVT members to declare a royalty free license, but it would also lead to anti-competition and licensee cartels. In anticipation of such problems, we should aim to mediate the legal issues involved with the JVT codec, with the establishment of an IPR experts group to address and assess the licensing issues.

