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TO:
The Joint Video Team (JVT) of


the ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG) and


the ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG)

SUBJECT:
Preliminary Invitation to the Sixth JVT Meeting


Awaji Island, Japan 5-13 December, 2002
FROM:
Gary J. Sullivan, Thomas Wiegand, and Ajay Luthra


(Rapporteurs | Chairs of the JVT)

VERSION:
Nov. 7, 2002

The purpose of this document is to provide information for the sixth meeting of the Joint Video Team (JVT) of the ITU-T Q.6/16 Video Coding Experts Group (VCEG) and the ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) to be held at the Awaji Yumebutai International Conference Center, Awaji Island, Japan, December 5 to 13, 2002.  The meeting is expected to run from approximately 09:00 am on Thursday, December 5 to 12:00 (noon) on Friday December 13.  Weekend and evening meeting sessions are likely to be necessary to complete the agenda and should be anticipated.
The meeting is hosted under the auspices of ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 (MPEG) at the kind invitation of the Japan National Body for WG 11.  The host organization is the Information Processing Society of Japan / Information Technology Standards Commission of Japan (IPSJ/ITSCJ) [A standards organization accredited by Japanese Industrial Standards Committee (JISC)].
The venue for the meeting:

	1 Yumebutai
	Tel: +81-799-74-1020

	Awaji Island, Hyogo 656-2301 
	Fax: +81-799-74-1021

	Japan
	Web: http://www.yumebutai.org/conf_e/index.html 


The host contact for arrangements is:

Ms. Miyuki Mori

JTB Communications, Inc. 

Sankei Bldg. 7F, 2-4-9, Umeda, Kita-ku,

Osaka 530-0001 Japan

Tel: +81-6-6348-1391

Fax: +81-6-6456-4105

E-mail: mpeg@jtbcom.co.jp 

A voluntary facilities fee of JPY 40,000 (approximately US$330) is requested from each delegate, to cover refreshments, banquet, meeting facilities, etc.

Detailed logistical information is provided in Annex A.  Delegates are reminded that hotel space at the Westin will likely fill up quickly, and that the deadline for all reservations in 15 November.
The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of progressing the work on the H.264/AVC video coding standardization project (known in ITU-T as Recommendation H.264 and in WG11 as 14496-10 or MPEG-4 Advanced Video Coding), considering in particular:

 The work areas assigned to ad-hoc groups at the fifth meeting in Geneva, including:

	Title
	Chair

	JVT Project Management
	Gary Sullivan (Microsoft), Ajay Luthra (Motorola), and Thomas Wiegand (HHI)

	Text Editing and Reference Software Development
	Thomas Wiegand (HHI), Karsten Suehring (HHI), and Aaron Gill (Zoran)

	Coding Efficiency Analysis and Testing
	Vittorio Baroncini (FUB), Xuemin Chen (Broadcom), TK Tan (NTT DoCoMo)

	Bitstream Exchange
	Anthony Joch (UB Video)

	Study of Memory Bandwidth/Access Issues
	Pierre Marty (ST Micro)

	Reference Example Encoding Methods
	Chul-Woo Kim (McubeWorks)


 Inputs from the parent bodies on the current draft standard (JVT-D157 / WG11 N4920 Final Committee Draft and JVT-E146 Editor's Proposed Text / Study of Committee Draft).

 The need for coordination with other organizations for the definition of methods of carrying the video content in use with a variety of system designs and network environments.

 Coordination and planning regarding future video coding requirements.
The meeting will also consider needs for the conduct of communication and coordination activities with other organizations in regard to the JVT project.  Other business as necessary for JVT consideration may be conducted.
The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members (i.e., to all representatives of ITU-T Member States, Sector Members, and SG16 Associates) and to all delegates qualified for MPEG participation (i.e., as National Body or Liaison representatives).  Additional experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteurs | chairs as allowed by ITU-T or ISO/IEC policy.  The rapporteurs | chairs of the JVT do not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expect to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  Electronic mail sent to the rapporteurs | chairs (garysull@microsoft.com, wiegand@hhi.de and ALuthra@motorola.com) is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such an invitation (be sure to include return contact affiliation, phone, address and email information).

Note: Qualification to attend the JVT meeting does not make someone qualified to attend the ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 (MPEG) meeting to be held December 9-13.

It is important that we have advance notice of all persons planning to attend the meeting by November 15.  To register for the JVT meeting send an email message in the form below:

  To: garysull@microsoft.com, wiegand@hhi.de, aluthra@motorola.com

  Subject: JVT Awaji Attendance Registration

  Person:        [Your Full Name]

  Affiliation:   [Your Organization]

  Address:       [...]

  Country:       [...]

  Qualification: [ITU-T Sector Member/MPEG Delegate/Both]

  Phone:         [...]

  Email:         [...]

  Special Needs: [...]

  Comments:      [...]

This email registration is requested in addition to the email registration with the meeting host as noted in Annex A.

Note: Attendees are responsible for making their own hotel room reservations.  Sending an email message as shown above does not reserve a hotel room.

The following relevant documents are or will soon be available on the JVT ftp site (ftp://ftp.imtc-files.org/jvt-experts) in the subdirectory 2002_12_Awaji
1. A detailed agenda with document allocation (JVT-F-TD01rX.doc or AgendaWithNotes_rX.doc)

2. A list of registered contributions (JVT-F000rX.doc or JVT-F000rX.txt)

3. A document template file (JVT-Fxxx.dot)

4. A copy of this meeting announcement (JVT-F-TD00rX.doc)

(Where “rX” is a revision number for each document – “r0”, “r1”, etc.)

Participants are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions and are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the ftp site (JVT-Fxxx.dot) when preparing contributions.

Contributions for the meeting will be numbered “JVT-Yxxx“, where Y is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “F”), and xxx will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is JVT-Fxxx.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word format with a .doc extension is preferred.  Revision levels can be indicated by appending “rX” before the file type suffix, and draft status can be indicated by appending “dX”, where “X” is a number (0, 1, 2, …). Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the JVT rapporteur | chair <garysull@microsoft.com>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, email address, affiliation web site URL, and country information), and purpose (information, proposal, proposed draft text, draft text for output document, or liaison).

It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox (ftp://ftp.imtc-files.org/jvt-experts/dropbox) well in advance of the meeting.  In the event of any problems in document uploading, a copy of the document should be emailed to the Rapporteur (GarySull@microsoft.com) and Associated Rapporteurs (Wiegand@hhi.de and ALuthra@motorola.com).

Documents should be uploaded or emailed at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the group email reflector (jvt-experts@mail.imtc.org) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.  Other important information about the meeting may also be announced on this group email reflector. Interested parties can subscribe to this email reflector by selecting the “join jvt-experts” link at the following URL: http://mail.imtc.org/cgi-bin/lyris.pl?enter=jvt-experts.
All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site by midnight on Saturday November 30 in Awaji Island local time.  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.

Contributors of documents should note that our only planned means of document distribution is electronic.  It is important that documents be uploaded to the ftp site on time to allow others to download documents and study them prior to the meeting.  Bring your laptop, NIC, and 802.11b card for on-site LAN use.
Those planning a videotape or other demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., should contact the rapporteur | chair Gary Sullivan (garysull@microsoft.com), the associate rapporteurs | co-chairs Thomas Wiegand and Ajay Luthra (wiegand@hhi.de and aluthra@motorola.com) to ensure that the required facilities are available.
We are looking forward to a productive meeting with you.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Gary Sullivan, Thomas Wiegand, Ajay Luthra

	Gary Sullivan
JVT Rapporteur | Chair
Microsoft Corp.
One Microsoft Way
Redmond, WA 98052
	

Tel:  +1 (425) 703-5308
Fax: +1 (425) 936-7329
Email: garysull@microsoft.com

	Thomas Wiegand
JVT Associate Rapporteur | Co-Chair
Heinrich Hertz Institute,
Einsteinufer 37,
10587 Berlin
	

Tel: +49 (0)30 31002 617
Fax:+49 (0)30 392 7200
Email: wiegand@hhi.de

	Ajay Luthra
JVT Associate Rapporteur | Co-Chair
Motorola, BCS
6420 Sequence Drive
San Diego, CA  92121
	

Tel: +1 (858) 404-3470
Fax: +1 (858) 404-2501
Email: Aluthra@motorola.com


Annex A

Logistic Information
 

· MEETING HOST 

	Host Organization:
	Information Processing Society of Japan /
Information Technology Standards Commission of Japan (IPSJ/ITSCJ)
[A standards organization accredited by Japanese Industrial Standards Committee (JISC)] 


· MEETING LOCATION 

Awaji Yumebutai International Conference Center 

1 Yumebutai, Awaji Island, 
Hyogo 656-2301 Japan
Tel: +81-799-74-1020
Fax: +81-799-74-1021
Web: http://www.yumebutai.org/conf_e/index.html 

· HOST CONTACT 

Ms. Miyuki Mori
JTB Communications, Inc. 

Sankei Bldg. 7F, 2-4-9, Umeda, Kita-ku,
Osaka 530-0001 Japan
Tel: +81-6-6348-1391
Fax: +81-6-6456-4105
E-mail: mpeg@jtbcom.co.jp 

· PRE-REGISTRATION TO HOST 

Delegates are requested to pre-register by e-mail NO LATER THAN 2002-11-15.
Please complete the Pre-Registration Form below and e-mail it to mpeg@jtbcom.co.jp. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pre-Registration Form: mpeg@jtbcom.co.jp
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Name (Prof., Dr., Mr., Ms.): _______________________________________
Affiliation (Dept., Univ. or Company): ______________________________
Address(City, Sate, Postal Code, Country): ______________________________
Tel (include country and area code): ________________________________
Fax (include country and area code): _______________________________
E-mail: ______________________________
Banquet (2002-12-11, Wed.) No. of Person(s): ______________ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In case of cancellation of pre-registration, please inform it promptly to mpeg@jtbcom.co.jp by e-mail. 

· FACILITIES FEE 

Delegates are requested to contribute JPY 40,000 (approximately US$330), facilities fee assessment. In accordance with the JTC 1 Directives, the facilities fee will cover expenses associated with meeting rooms, photocopying, computer facilities, meeting supplies, morning and afternoon coffee, and social event.

No advance payment is required. Payment in Japanese Yen (JPY) by cash and credit cards listed below are accepted:
1 AMEX, 2 VISA, 3 Master 

No personal check nor traveler's check is acceptable. Please pay the fee at the same time in registration. 

· PASSPORT and VISA 

Participants are advised to check regulations regarding passport, visa and particularly length of notice for obtaining a visa, if required, with their travel agency. If you need any documents for acquisition of visa, please contact Ms. Yukiko Ogura (ogura@itscj.ipsj.or.jp), IPSJ/ITSCJ, immediately. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan: http://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/index.html 

· HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

Contact point
JTB Corp. has been appointed the official travel agent for the meeting to handle the hotel reservations. 

JTB Corp.(JTB)
Event and Convention Center, 
Group Tour Kobe Office 
63rd ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 29/WG 11 Meeting Desk
Tel: +81-78-331-3643
Fax: +81-79-391-3983
Office Hours: 9:00-17:00
E-mail: danryokobe_ec2@kns.jtb.co.jp 

Reservation Procedure
JTB has reserved a sufficient number of rooms at THE WESTIN HOTEL AWAJI and SEASIDE HOTEL MAIKO VILLA KOBE for the delegates at special discount rates.
Delegates are requested to book hotels online at https://j-click.jtb.co.jp/registrye/registrye.asp?id=0029 with a deposit of JPY 8,000. 

Accommodations
Daily room charges are as follows and are per person per night, including breakfast, service charge (10%), and consumption tax (5%). 

	Hotel
	Room Rate
	Access to the Meeting Venue

	Westin Hotel Awaji
	Single
JPY 13,545
	Twin (Per person)
JPY 9,555
	Triple (Per person)
JPY 7,665
	Meeting Venue

	Seaside Hotel Maiko Villa Kobe
	Twin Single Use
JPY 12,600
	Semi-dubble Single Use
JPY 8,925
	-
	10min walk to Maiko bus station and 20min bus ride


Deadline of Hotel Reservation
The Deadline for reservation is at 2002-11-15 12:00 (Japanese Time) 

Cancellation/Revision
Please revise and/or cancel your reservation online at https://j-click.jtb.co.jp/registrye/registrye.asp?id=0029.
*In case of cancellation, your deposit will be refunded after deducting the cancellation fees as follows.
*Please note that all refunds will be made after the meeting.
*Cancellation Fee when notice is given:

	8-5 days before the first night of stay
	JPY 2,000 per room 

	4-1 days before the first night of stay
	JPY 3,000 per room 

	The same day, or no notice given
	100% of the daily room charge




· GENERAL INFORMATION 

· Airport information
Kansai International Airport
http://www.kansai-airport.or.jp/english/index.htm 

· About the place, Awaji, Japan 

Awaji Inland is almost at the center of Japan, and is close to Kobe, Osaka and Kyoto. Its area is about 600km2, and is the largest island in the Seto Inland Sea of Japan. Awaji is connected with the mainland (Honshu) by the Akashi Kaikyo Bridge, the largest suspension bridge in the world. At the southern end the Oonaruto Bridge links Awaji to Shikoku. A lot of fish and shellfish can be caught in the surrounding sea, and due to its mild climate Awaji is ideally suited for agricultural produce. There are many tourist attractions including hot springs and facilities for learning about the history and tradition of Awaji Island. 

See attachment 1. 

· Transportation
See attachment 2. 

· Weather 

The climate in Awaji is relatively mild all year round. The average temperature in December is 10 —C (50 F). A Coat or sweater is necessary. Awaji Yumebutai International Conference Center and official hotels are fully heated and air-conditioned. 

http://micos-service.jwa.or.jp/fcst/index.html 

· Time 

Local Time is UTC/GMT + 9:00 

· Currency 

It is recommended that participants purchase Japanese Yen traveler's checks prior to leaving their own countries. Exchange of major currencies is available at most banks, airports and large hotels including of our official hotels. 

- AWAJI ISLAND: US$, UK ú, Euro, CA$, AU$
- SEASIDE HOTEL MAIKO VILLA KOBE: US$ 

Credit cards are accepted by most hotels, restaurants and shops. 

· Banks 

Banking hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00AM - 3:00PM. Banks and post office are closed on Saturdays and Sundays. 

· Electricity 

Although 100v is the standard power supply throughout Japan, regional differences exist in cycles (Awaji and Western Japan - 60Hz, Tokyo and Eastern Japan - 50Hz). Most hotels are equipped with 110v and 220v outlets, and converters are usually available on request. 

There are no columnar-shaped plugs or 3-pin plugs used in Japan but 2-flat-pin plugs are used instead. 

· Mail 

	Destination
	Asia
	North America/Europe/Middle East

	Postcards
	JPY 70
	JPY 70

	Letters, up to 25g
	JPY 90
	JPY 110

	Letters, up to 50g
	JPY 160
	JPY 190


· Telephone 

Domestic calls 

Public telephones accept JPY 10 and JPY 100 coins and/or Prepaid telephone cards. A local call costs JPY 10 per minute. If you put in two JPY 10 coins and speak for less than one minute, one of the coins will be returned to you. No change is given for partial use of a JPY 100 coin. 

International Calls 

· Direct Calls
A direct overseas call can be made from a public telephone displaying an International and Domestic Telephone sign. These phones can be found at airports, hotels, and other key facilities. Direct dial calls can be made via a telephone company using the company's access number. 

· Credit Card Calls
A credit card call can be made from a telephone with an International and Domestic Telephone sign. Insert a JPY 100 coin (returned when you finish the call) and input an access number. The telecom business is fiercely competitive and so rates and systems change often. 

· Mobile Phone
The Japanese mobile telephone system is not compatible with those of other countries. Your mobile phone will not function in Japan. If you want to use a mobile phone in Japan, rental phones are available. You can find rental shops at Narita Airport and Kansai Airport. 

· Facilities 

LAN: TBD 

· Tourist attractions 

Kansai Sightseeing Information Center
http://www.kansai-airport.or.jp/english/service/after/sight.htm 

· Useful Web sites 

http://www.awaji-navi.jp/en/index.htm
http://www.hyogo-tourism.jp/english/index.html
http://www.jnto.go.jp/
http://www.mofa.go.jp/link/visit.html


Attachment 1 

Meeting Location (MAP) 
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Attachment 2 

Transportation (MAP) 
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· Flying directly to Kansai International Airport is recommended as the most convenient and economical means of accessing Awaji Island from abroad. From there, the Conference site "Awaji Yumebutai International Conference Center" can be reached by the following means: 

0. Kansai International Airport ù (Limousine bus) → Higashiura Interchange ù (taxi) → Awaji Yumebutai
Call The Westin Awaji Island when you get off at Higahiura I.C., and hotel staff will arrange a taxi for you:
  The Westin Awaji Island 0799-74-1121
You can find the nearest public telephone in Yamadahara Kaikan which has an orange-colored roof. JPY 100 or JPY 10 Coins Needed. 

1. Kansai International Airport ù (Limousine bus) → Sannomiya Stn. ù (highway bus) → Awaji Yumebutai

2. Kansai International Airport ù (Limousine bus) → Sannomiya Stn. ù (JR train) → Maiko Stn. ù (highway bus) → Awaji Yumebutai
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