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_____________________________
We believe that interlace should be removed from the Baseline profile for the following reasons:

a) displaying interlaced content in progressive environments is painful.  This includes PCs, PDAs, and the like.  The picture quality is adversely affected, and the hardware complexity in onerous.  The visual tearing and so on that happen with simple de-interlace is objectionable to watch.  

b) Interlace is a dreadful 'compression' technology left from the 1930s, used solely to reduce the bandwidth of the signal.  It's time to move beyond it.

c) High-end customers also abhor it (e.g. DCinema).  The deleterious effects of interlace on moving, detailed areas, such as scrolling text, ought to be completely unacceptable in this day and age.

d) Many cameras across the spectrum either can do progressive (e.g. DV cams) or only do progressive (e.g. webcams), up into Pro equipment.

e) Interlace is a tool that should be defined by profile, not level, and as it is clear that major segments of the industry would like a profile where they can operate at any resolution without having to handle interlaced signals, it ought to be out of baseline.

f) when progressive material is interlaced and telecined, it is quite hard to reverse the process, and it becomes nearly impossible if the interlaced material is then edited (as this destroys the pulldown pattern)

For these and other reasons, we strongly oppose the inclusion of interlace in the baseline standard.
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