
ITU-T SG16  Rapporteurs’ Meeting

Federal Office of Communication (OFCOM) Biel-Bienne Switzerland 17.05.- 20.05.2005
Dear Member,

The Swiss Federal Office of Communication has the pleasure to invite the experts of ITU-T Study Group 16 questions 1, 2, 5, 21, 25 and 29 to meet on 17th May – 20th May 2005 as announced in the Working Party 2 report TD-74(plen) of the November 2004 Study Group 16 meeting.

The venue is: 


Federal Office of Communications (OFCOM)
Rue de l’Avenir 44
CH2501 Biel-Bienne
Switzerland
OFCOM is located within in 5 minutes walking distance from the central railway station.  The attached link will give you some guidance:
http://www.bakom.ch/en/amt/kontaktadressen/index.html
Biel-Bienne is located about half way between Geneva and Zurich which means that they can be reached from either of those cities in about 90 minutes. Please note that Biel (in German) or Bienne (in French) is a bilingual city situated at the border of the German and French speaking regions of Switzerland. Therefore, OFCOM's address is "Zukunftstrasse 44" in German and "Rue de l'Avenir 44" in French. Street signs will normally display both languages.

The meeting will start on Tuesday 17th May 2005 at 9.00am (registration from 8.30am) and will finish in the afternoon of Friday 20th May, 2005. 

For registration with the host please complete the attached registration form and return not later than 9th of May 2005 to Aline Charmillot  e-mail : aline.charmillot@bakom.admin.ch
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As the meeting will be an all electronic meeting, delegates are reminded to bring their PC’s with them as no paper copies will be available. A wireless LAN connection will be available.

We are looking forward to meet you in Biel-Bienne.

If you have any question, please do not hesitate to give Aline Charmillot a call:

Tel: +41 372 5569

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

1. Electronic Meeting

This will be an electronic paperless meeting. LAN facilities will be provided. Participants are expected to bring in addition to their own computer equipment and peripherals, the following:
· Wireless LAN card

· Power converters ( if needed)
· Plug adaptors for power and phones

2. Mains Power

Power in Switzerland is 220 Volts 50 Hz, no other plugs than Swiss will fit the sockets so make sure  you bring the appropriate converter.

3. Temperature

The actual weather conditions at Biel-Bienne you can find at www.meteoschweiz.ch
4. Exchange

The Swiss Frank (CHF)  are the local currency.  Travellers cheques and foreign currency are cashable at major hotels, banks and the airport.  Most commonly accepted cards are American Express, Master Card and Visa and their affiliates.

5. Meeting Site

The meeting will be held at:

Federal Office of Communications (OFCOM)

Rue de l’Avenir 44
CH2501 Biel-Bienne

Switzerland

http://www.bakom.ch/en/amt/kontaktadressen/index.html
Tel: +41 32 327 55 69  

Fax: +41 32 327 55 28
6. How to get to the meeting site

Please note the following visa requirement:

You will need a valid identity document to enter Switzerland. You may also need a visa. If you need an entry visa for Switzerland, you are advised to make the necessary arrangements well in advance of your departure – you will not be allowed to enter Switzerland without a valid visa. To see if you need a visa, and for instructions on how to apply, please visit the IMES (Immigration, Intégration, Emigration Suisse) website at the following address:

http://www.auslaender.ch/einreise/visumvorschriften_e.asp
It is recommended that you apply for a multiple-entry visa, given that you may need to go in and out of Switzerland (into neighboring France or Germany, for example) during the event

By Plane
If you arrive in Switzerland by plane you can choose one of the following Airports 
· Bern-Belp (BRN)
Bern-Belp is a small but very nice airport closest to Biel-Bienne and 
             connected by Lufthansa (Star Alliance) to the international hub Munich.

If you prefer to use public transport take the bus to Belp Railway station; 
from Belp Railway station take the train “S3” to Biel-Bienne.
By car you can reach Biel-Bienne via E27 from Bern. If you rent a car at Belp 
            Airport please follow the attached link : 
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· Basel (BSL)
If you prefer to use public transport take the bus to Basel Railway station; 
from Basel Railway station take the train  to Biel-Bienne. For the appropriate  
      train please refer to the link  http://www.sbb.ch/en/index.htm
There is a train every hour from Basel to Biel-Bienne
If you rent a car at Basel Airport please follow the attached link: 

http://www.euroairport.com/
· Geneva (GVA)
from Geneva airport, take the train to Biel-Bienne. There is a direct train 
            every hour from Geneva airport to Biel-Bienne. For the appropriate  
            train please refer to the link  http://www.sbb.ch/en/index.htm
If you rent a car at Geneva Airport please follow the attached link : 
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· Zürich (ZRH)
from Zürich airport, take the train to Biel-Bienne. There is a direct train 
            every hour from Zürich airport to Biel-Bienne.
If you rent a car at Zürich Airport please follow the attached link : 
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The majority of direct international connections are served by Zürich 
            Airport.
By Train
You can reach Biel-Bienne by direct train connection from the major cities of Switzerland „Zürich, Basel, Geneva, Bern“. For details please refer to attached link : 

http://fahrplan.sbb.ch/bin/query.exe/en
By Car

From Bern you can reach Biel-Bienne by taking the highway E25, from Soloturn by taking the Highway A5.  If you plan to come by care, please refer to the attached route planner

http://eur.i1.yimg.com/eur.yimg.com/i/fr/enc/jpeg/cartes/sc194f0.jpeg
7. Hotel/Accommodation 
Please make your own reservations. The hotels, which are given in the list below offer you rooms with a special price for OFCOM guests. 
Hotel

       Price

     Distance to BAKOM        Internetlink



       Single Bed/
       double Bed

Best Western ***     CHF 85.-- / CHF150.--     10-15 min. walk                  www.continental-bienne.ch
Hôtel Continental
Hôtel Metropol ***  CHF 85.-- / CHF 120.--
20-25 min. walk

www.metropol-biel.ch
Hôtel Atlantis ***      CHF 74.-- / CHF 145.--
15-20 min. walk

Rue du Milieu 10






2502 Biel-Bienne






Tel : +41 32 342 44 11











Fax : +41 32 342 44 29
Hôtel Ramada ****  CHF 130.-- / CHF180.--    10-15 min. walk 

www.ramada-treff.ch
Hôtel Elite ****
      CHF 180.-- / CHF 252.--    10 min. walk

www.hotelelite.ch
8. General information Biel-Bienne
http://www.biel-bienne.ch/ww/en/pub/home.cfm
9. Further Useful Links

http://www.viamichelin.com/viamichelin/deu/dyn/controller/mapPerformPage?strLocation=Bienne&strCountry=eur&google=1

http://www.interlakentourism.ch/

http://www.bern.ch/weiche-en

http://caen.myswitzerland.com/en/welcome.cfm
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Meeting Registration 


Rapporteurs Meeting, Biel-Bienne Switzerland


March 2005


(To be returned to Aline Charmillot latest at May 9th 2005).


Surname:


First name:


Organisation:

Country:

e-mail address of


persons attending:


Contact email: aline.charmillot@bakom.admin.ch

Fax : 
+41 32 327 55 28
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