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1 Question 4/16 “Video and data conferencing using Internet-supported services”

1.1 Objectives

The objective of this meeting is to find future direction(s) of this Question.

1.2 Review of the previous meetings

Rapporteur presented what were discussed in the past two meetings as follows:

March 2001, Launceston

· Objectives of the Question - opportunities of service integration by use of PC and IP networks

· Review of related works: H.323 Annex K, H.323 Annex O, H.324 Annex I, SIP, Message Bus
· Actions to be taken

· Start with application scenario descriptions, current practices, issues;

· Continue study on system model configuration and its analysis;

· And produce problem description to solicit technical contributions, participation of experts from related industries.

May 2001, Porto Seguro

· Reviewed a service scenario contribution (D95)

· Reviewed the relevance to H.323 Annex O: Q4 addressing higher layer, H.323 Annex 0 lower layer (network infrastructure)

· Some of the discussions:

· Some of the scenarios can be achieved with H.323 Annex K. Its extension may be a way forward for Q4.

· The Mbus work is highly related to Q4. Mr. Joerg Ott should be consulted both as its proponent and as IETF mmusic chair.

· A concrete time schedule for the target Recommendation should be set up as soon as possible based on the members' interests, otherwise progress cannot be made.

· H.323 Annex 0 and Q4 work can be complementary. CPL in Annex O might be more closely related to the Q4 work.

· We will continue the service scenario and problem description work.
1.3 AVD-2133 A web-based multipoint conference system (NTT-IT)

Mr. S Okubo presented this contribution on behalf of the submitter clarifying that its intention was to stimulate the meeting to consider its future work. The following comments were made:

· This type of server-client system is a target of standardization? The answer is subject to the interests of members.
· How it is related to the H.323 peer-to-peer system? Complementing or competing each other? The answer will be “complementing” for such cases as MCU being unavailable, firewalls being the hurdle for communication between different intranets.
· From BT experiences in this type of service, use of IP audio is a surprise; use of GSTN is more practical.
· Going over firewalls is a fundamental issue for video and data conferencing over IP in spite of midcom efforts.
· The conferencing management mentioned in this contribution may be an area of our work together with the presence consideration. 
It was noted that TD-34 (Launceston, March 2001) “Service Provider Requirements for Data Conferencing using Internet Supported Services [BT]” was relevant to this topic.

1.4 Future direction
This Question is open for contributions toward

· describing service scenarios,
· describing technical requirements, and
· elaborating the workplan.
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