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Extending e164 aliases with the ‘+’ character





This document suggests the acceptance of a new character, ‘+’ in e164 aliases. The reason being the ability to offer a simpler way of making international calls from H.323 terminals.  


Description


H.323 terminals are expected to place international calls to non H.323 terminals through PSTN and H.320 gateways. Normally this requires the use of e164 aliases.  The usual procedure for doing so is to include the prefix for acquiring an international access, and then the countrycode etc.





Example 1: “095 47 66 84 26 24”





Since it is often the case that each country (and also the different ISPs within a country) has their own way of providing an international line, the user has to enter the number as shown in the first example (095). The potential problem with this is that the user has to know in which country  (or ISP) the gateway he uses is located.





This TD therefore suggests the addition the ‘+’ in e164 aliases to allow for simplification for the user when placing international calls. The idea being that the user may choose to use the ‘+’ to indicate that he wants to place an international call. It is then up to the network (the gatekeeper or the gateway) to expand the ‘+’ to the international access code.





The proposed solution is similar to what has  been done in other telecom networks, and therefore it is believed that the use of this character in H.323 networks will not cause excess confusion. Further the availability of the ‘+’ key in most H.323 terminals should make this feasible. It should be noted that if the user is dialing from a terminal without the ‘+’ character the “old” way of dialing must be pursued.





So, in case the ‘+’ is accepted, the user now may place an international call  as shown in the next example.





Example 2: “+ 47 66 84 26 24”.  





ASN.1 Change in H.225.0





AliasAddress	::= CHOICE


{


	e164	IA5String(SIZE(1..128))(FROM(“0123456789#*,+”)),


	other types left out


}





If, for backward compatibility reasons is not possible to change the e164 alias type, an alternative solution would be to add a new alias type:





AliasAddress	::= CHOICE


{


	e164	IA5String(SIZE(1..128))(FROM(“0123456789#*,”)),       	e164plus	IA5String(SIZE(1..128))(FROM(“0123456789#*,+”)),


	other types left out


}
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