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Introduction


H.323 endpoints can join ad-hoc H.323 multipoint conferences by sending an H.225 Setup message containing the CID of the conference to join to the MC controlling the conference.  The CID is not an intuitive representation that an end user can associate with a conference.  It is difficult to enter at a user interface and can’t be logically associated with a specific conference.


For these reasons, a conferenceAlias is proposed to allow H.323 users to enter a variable length alphanumeric string that an MCU can associate with a specific H.323 conference it is hosting.  


This proposal is related to APC-1224, which defines the conferenceAlias to be one of the components returned in a query.


Procedures


The H.323 entity issuing the H.225 setup with the goal create, such as an H.323 end point or an MC, can generate the conferenceAlias.  In an ad-hoc case, for instance, the end-point might generate the alias, whereas an MCU might assign the alias for scheduled conferences.


Once the MC has been activated it is recommended that it insure that the conferenceAlias is unique.  It may modify the alias as a matter of local rules outside the scope of this proposal. Alternatively, a return code is provided to allow the MC to reject the request on the grounds that the alias is not unique.


Proposed Text Changes 


In H.225 section 8.3.10 add conferenceAlias definition to the table that describes the Setup UU-IE.


Table 11/H.225.0


  [ …. Deleted text …..]�


h245SecurityCapability - a set of capabilities the sender can use to secure the H.245 channel


conferenceAlias – an alphanumeric string associated with a CID 





In H.323 section 7.6.10 add a paragraph that describes conferenceAlias. 


7.6 Conference ID, Conference Alias and Conference Goal





The Conference ID (CID) is a unique non-zero value created by the calling endpoint and passed in various H.225.0 messages. The CID identifies the conference with which the message is associated. Therefore, messages from all endpoints within the same conference will have the same CID. The CID is encoded as specified in H.225.0.





The conferenceGoal indicates the intention of the call. Choices are: Create - to create a new conference, Join - to join an existing conference, and Invite - to invite a new endpoint into an existing conference.





The conferenceAlias is a unique  variable length alphanumeric string that an MCU associates with each H.323 conference it is hosting.


Proposed PDU Changes


ReleaseCompleteReason ::= CHOICE


{


	noBandwidth		NULL,	-- bandwidth taken away or ARQ denied


	gatekeeperResources	NULL,	-- exhausted


	unreachableDestination	NULL,	-- no transport path to the destination


	destinationRejection	NULL,	-- rejected at destination


	invalidRevision	NULL,


	noPermission		NULL,	-- called party's gatekeeper rejects


	unreachableGatekeeper	NULL,	-- terminal cannot reach gatekeeper for ARQ


	gatewayResources	NULL,


	badFormatAddress	NULL,


	adaptiveBusy		NULL,	-- call is dropping due to LAN crowding


	inConf			NULL,	-- no address in AlternativeAddress


	undefinedReason	NULL,


	...,


	facilityCallDeflection	NULL,	-- call was deflected using a Facility message


	securityDenied		NULL,	-- incompatible security settings


	aliasNotUnique		NULL	-- a previously used conferenceAlias was specified


	queryResult		Null	-- see APC-1224


}








ConferenceAlias	SEQUENCE OF BMPString (SIZE(1..128)) 





Setup-UUIE ::= SEQUENCE


{


	protocolIdentifier	ProtocolIdentifier,


	h245Address		TransportAddress OPTIONAL,


	sourceAddress		SEQUENCE OF AliasAddress OPTIONAL,


	sourceInfo		EndpointType,


	destinationAddress	SEQUENCE OF AliasAddress OPTIONAL,


	destCallSignalAddress	TransportAddress OPTIONAL,


	destExtraCallInfo	SEQUENCE OF AliasAddress OPTIONAL,	-- Note(1) 


	destExtraCRV		SEQUENCE OF CallReferenceValue OPTIONAL,-- Note(1)


	activeMC		BOOLEAN,


	conferenceID		ConferenceIdentifier,


	conferenceGoal		CHOICE


	{


		create		NULL,


		join		NULL,


		invite		NULL,


		...,


		capability-negotiation		NULL,


	},


	callServices		QseriesOptions  OPTIONAL,


	callType		CallType,


	...,


	sourceCallSignalAddress	TransportAddress OPTIONAL,


	remoteExtensionAddress	AliasAddress OPTIONAL,


	callIdentifier		CallIdentifier,


	tokens			SEQUENCE OF Token OPTIONAL,


	h245SecurityCapability	SEQUENCE OF H245Security OPTIONAL,


	conferenceAlias	ConferenceAlias OPTIONAL


}
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