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ABSTRACT
This contribution identifies the need to define an additional package to support the line side answer indication capability as well as an abnormal call clearing indication capability.  These are capabilities in use in today’s PSTN and need to be supported in H.248 for parity.  This contribution proposes the specific packages needed in H.248 to support these capabilities.
_______________________________

1 INTRODUCTION
The version of H.248 to be decided at the February 2000 meeting has some errors, deficiencies and inconsistencies that need to be addressed.

The areas that fall into these categories include:

· Lack of Tagging in the ASN.1 description contained in Annex A.

· Need for a package addressing announcements.

· Need to support additional tones that were in earlier drafts of this standard.

· Need for providing instructing an originating Gateway to provide an answer indication as well as to invoke abnormal clearing procedures to an analog line.
This contribution discusses the issue of providing an answer indication as well as when to invoke abnormal clearing procedures.  Companion contributions address the other issues.

2 DISCUSSION 

There are applications in today’s PSTN that require the PSTN switch to provide an answer indication to the calling analog line when the call is answered.  Some applications include payphones with user-premised based billing, small hotel/motels, universities, etc.  To accommodate these applications when in a VoP network where the network access continues to be a traditional analog line, the MGC needs to be able to indicate to the MG that an answer indication needs to be provided to the calling line.

In addition there is a need to be able to instruct an MG which of call clearing with error treatment options is to be applied by the MGC for an analog line in certain error cases (e.g., the user does not hang up the phone). 

Section 3 of this contribution provides a proposal for providing such an answer indication to the calling line as well as the specific call release treatment when call clearing with error is to be provided.

3 Proposals

The section provides specific proposals to be considered against H.248.

3.1 Proposal for Providing an additional call state information to an analog line

Additional Call States for Analog Line Package

PackageID:  acs, 0x000f

Version: 1

Extends: al

Properties

     None

Events

     None

Signals

   CallAnswered

       SignalID: cs, 0x0003

       Indicates that a call answer indication is to be provided to the line

   AbnormalClearing

       SignalID: ac, 0x0004

       Indicates that exceptional call clearing procedures are to be applied to the line

Statistics

   None

Procedures

When the CallAnswered signal is received, the MG provides the appropriate answer indication to the line.  The type of answer indication is dependent on the type of line and the signaling employed on that line. 

When the AbnormalClearing signal is received for a loop-start analog line, the MG provides timed disconnect release treatment for the line.  The MG sends a disconnect signal on the analog line and eventually places the line into the idle state.  This procedure is used for a line that does not “disconnect” even though the call has been released by the MGC.
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