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Purpose:


This contribution shows the relationship between H.3xx, DSM-CC, and DMIF (DSM-CC Multimedia Integration Framework), the MPEG initiative. It looks at what H.3xx and DSM-CC offer today and examines what is missing in their toolkits in order to meet the challenge of DMIF, which is a convergence to a single specification for interactive, broadcast and multimedia services, to be applicable to settops, desktops and mobile stations (see [1]).


Discussion:


Each of the standards in the figure solves the multimedia problem for a specific environment:


H.3xx standards developed session and resources from the need for point-to-point terminal communication, and


DSM-CC developed session and resources from the need for network based management.


There is a requirement for the same terminal to operate in both environments, taking advantage of the combination to provide services not possible otherwise.


�


Figure 1: DMIF as the convergence of multimedia into one specification 


DMIF, as a single specification, needs to acquire the features of each existing standard. This naturally places DMIF at the centre, with features taken from each of the existing standards. The challenge is to do this in a backward compatible manner so that DMIF can interoperate with the existing standards.
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Figure 2: Examples of missing capabilities in existing standards





Recommendation


Establish a liaison and possibly even a joint collaboration with ISO/IEC DMIF effort.
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