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ITU FORUM EXPLORES THE ROLE OF ICTS IN DISASTER 
RISK REDUCTION

the lessons learned from the Great East 
Japan earthquake that hit the country in 
2011. “Many lives were saved as a result 
of tsunami warning broadcasts on various 
media outlets,” he said. “When natural 
disasters strike, delivering precise and 
prompt information is crucial. We should 
strongly recognize that ICT is a lifeline for 
saving lives.”

Mr Ojeda Jr observed that the earthquake 
and tsunami that hit Japan in 2011 
Japan and Typhoon Haiyan, which hit the 
Philippines in 2013, “provided important 
lessons on disaster management and 
especially on the need for faster integration 
of ICTs into disaster risk reduction 
programmes.” 

Mr Sanou spoke about the Smart 
Sustainable Development Model Initiative 
which creates a framework for optimizing 
the use of information and communication 
technology resources for development 
(ICT4D) and disaster management (ICT4DM). 
The initiative, which was launched by BDT, 
calls for the creation of a favorable policy 
and regulatory environment, which would 
enable communications to be restored in an 
efficient and timely manner in the aftermath 
of a disaster and for governments to make 
telecommunication infrastructures more 

resilient to disasters, especially in developing 
countries where they are more susceptible 
to breakdown.

Mr Sanou also mentioned the Development 
of Satellite Communications Capacity and 
Emergency Communications Solutions for 
the Pacific Islands region project. Signed 
in 2014, the project is an example of how 
ICTs for development are linked to ICTs 
for disaster risk reduction. The three year 
project aims to develop low cost satellite 
communications systems for the socio-
economic development of the Pacific Islands 
region. The same infrastructure will be 
used for emergency telecommunications 
to ensure public safety when disasters 
strike.  He noted that the project was to be 
replicated in the Caribbean and then Africa 
since the priority was to support Small 
Island Developing States through this kind 
of a project owing to their unique challenges 
and vulnerability.

He also noted that a multi-stakeholder 
approach to disaster risk reduction was 
crucial, adding that projects undertaken by 
ITU actively encourage the participation of 
local communities “to effectively respond 
to local needs and also to build appropriate 
community resilience.”


