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We propose to add a copyright message mechanism to Annex L.  Copyright information is not only necessary when H.263 coded media streams are used outside interactive systems (i. E. store-forward systems on the Internet or elsewhere), but also useful in Q.15’s research.  It is, for example, possible to include not only the copyright info in the anchor streams, but also some brief references to documents describing their generation.

It should be possible to have, within a single picture, a copyright message of some lengths, for example to digitally sign every key picture.  Annex L’s maximum DSIZE value of 15 parameter bytes is in our opinion too low for a meaningful message (ask your company lawyers, they will agree ().

Annex L seems to be the appropriate spot in H.263 to place copyright message into.  Annex L info is discarded by any decoders not capable of using it.  Furthermore, Annex L uses 9 bits for 8 bits of user data, thus effectively preventing the simple use of binary editors to delete or modify a copyright message.

Syntax details are included in our document Q15-I-22.
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