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The purpose of this document is to provide information for the fifth meeting of the Experts Group on Advanced Video Coding (Q.15/16) to be held in Whistler, BC, Canada, July  21-24, 1998.  (This is a preliminary announcement, as the final meeting approval from the ITU-T SG16 has not yet been obtained.) The meeting is at the kind invitation of TELES AG and the University of British Columbia, and is being held in conjunction with Q.11.


The preliminary agenda items for this meeting consist of the following:


Coordination of video coding needs with other organizations, including


Q.11-14/16 standards, particularly:


H.263+ in H.320


RTP payload packetization for H.263+ in H.225.0


MPEG-4 in H.324


ISO/IEC JTC1 SC29/ WG11 (MPEG), particularly MPEG-4 Video


ITU-T SG12, particularly Objective and Subjective Video Quality Assessment


Other organizations as appropriate


Particular study of video coding for packet network and mobile applications, including


Tutorials, demonstrations, and studies of existing capabilities


Standardization proposals for future work


Error concealment methods


Channel rate and quality studies and requirements


Other such aspects for understanding and standardization for this application


Study of H.263v2 capabilities and limits


Test model simulation specification enhancement for use in H.263+ and H.26L activities


Bitstream exchange activities


Software development activities


Further the work toward “H.263++” extensions for future determination, with possible drafting of H.263++ extensions for adoption, including the identified Key Technical Areas:


Data Partitioning/RVLC Error Resilience


4x4 MC+DCT Coding


Adaptive Quantization


Long-Term/Background Memory


Enhanced Scalability


IDCT Mismatch Reduction


Further the work toward H.263L long-term coding standard, noting in particular the H.26L guiding documents issued at the Geneva SG16 meeting of Jan/Feb 1998:


Call for Proposals


Simulation Conditions for Proposals


Delay Evalution Model


Requirements Document


Consideration of video coding needs for non-conversational services


Consideration of video coding needs for users of sign-language and lip-reading


Maintenance of existing ITU video coding standards (H.120, H.261, H.262, H.263)


Consideration of technology for compressed digital-to-digital video format bit rate reduction


Consideration of other business as necessary for Q.15/16





The meeting will be open to all ITU-T members.  Additional non ITU-T experts may also participate if invited by the rapporteur.  The rapporteur of Q.15 does not wish to exclude anyone who could be a valuable contributor to the work, and thus expects to be liberal in granting requests for invitation.  A one-page fax sent to the rapporteur is the suggested method of contact for obtaining such invitations (hand-written is fine, and be sure to include return contact phone, fax, address and email information).





The meetings are being hosted by TELES AG, Berlin, Germany and University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada. If you require information on the logistics for the meeting, please contact the meeting host representatives from TELES AG/UBC:





Stephan Wenger


CICSR Building


2366 Main Mall


Vancouver, BC, Canada


V6T 1Z4�
�Tel: +1 415 297 2063�Fax: +1 604 822 5949�Email: stewe@cs.tu-berlin.de


�
�



The venue for the meeting will be the Delta Whistler Resort, where a block of hotel rooms has been reserved for the meeting participants.  The sleeping room rates are 





Superior�
C$150.00 (approx US$ 110)�
�
Deluxe�
C$185.00 (approx US$ 125)�
�
Junior Suite�
C$397.00�
�
Executive Suite�
C$549.00�
�



per room, per night, based on single person occupancy.  All taxes are included. The rates also include a continental breakfast to be served in the main meeting room as well two coffee breaks each day. Reservations at the meeting hotel can be made directly with the Delta Whistler Resort on an individual basis on or before June 23, 1998 to guarantee rate and availability.  It is imperative that individuals indicate their group affiliation by the computer code name GDQEGM to receive the group rate. To facilitate reservations, attendees should dial 


+1 604 932 1982 and ask for in-house reservations, for international  


1 800 268 1133, for Canada and the US





Please note, that the venue is a Resort location with reservation and booking policies different from usual city hotels.  Participants should be advised about the following reservation/cancellation issues:


Reservations should be made as soon as possible, but latest on the 23rd of June.  Please make your reservation directly with the hotel mentioning the computer code, but Email or fax similar information to the meeting hosts representative so that he can keep track of the group size and release blocked rooms if necessary.  At time of reservation the hotel will charge you for one night.


Pre-arrival cancellation is only possible within 7 days before the planned arrival, otherwise the hotel will charge you for the full stay of your original reservation.


After check-in, any early departures will be charged for the duration of the original reservation.





The closest airport is the Vancouver Airport, which is about 2.5 hours away by automobile. A shuttle service is available from the Vancouver Airport to the Whistler Delta Resort for approximately C$80 round-trip. Attendees can contact the Perimeter Express shuttle service directly, at +1 604 905 0041 for arrival and departure schedules to and from the Vancouver Airport. Also, should attendees wish to visit downtown Vancouver upon arrival, a shuttle service is available from downtown Vancouver to Whistler for approximately C$20, one way. Attendees can contact the Maverick Bus Line directly, at +1 604 662 8051 for arrival and departure schedules to and from downtown Vancouver. Rental cars and taxis are also available at the Vancouver Airport.





The following relevant documents will soon be available on the Q.15/16 ftp site (ftp://standard.pictel.com) in the directory video-site/9807_Whi


A detailed agenda (q15eT1.doc)


A list of registered contributions (q15e00.doc)


A document template file (q15e.dot)


A copy of this meeting announcement (q15eT0.doc)





You are encouraged to monitor this ftp site in the upcoming weeks for electronic copies of the various contributions.





Contributions for Q.15 will be numbered “Q15mXX“, where m is a single letter indicating the meeting number, (for this meeting, “e“), and XX will be the assigned document number.  For file uploads, the format is q11eXX.zzz, where zzz will be the file type (.doc, .pdf, .txt etc.), and MS Word (version 7 or earlier, not Word97) format with a .doc extension is preferred. Numbers for the documents will be assigned directly by the rapporteur for Q.15 <garys@pictel.com>.  When registering a document, please provide the following information: title, source (please provide author, affiliation, and country information), subject area (admin, H.263, H.263++, H.26L, prior standards, other), and purpose (information, proposal, draft text for output document, or liaison).





It is requested that all documents be uploaded to the ftp site dropbox at:





	URL: ftp://standard.pictel.com/video-site/dropbox





at least 10 working days before the meeting, followed by an email message to the rapporteur (garys@pictel.com) who will move the document to the Whistler meeting folder.  An email message should also be sent to the email reflector (itu-adv-video@listserv.iterated.com) to notify the experts group of the availability of the document.





All documents must be uploaded to the ftp site at least four business days prior to the meeting (i.e., by midnight Pacific Standard Time on Wednesday July 15, being 08:00 GMT Thursday July 16).  Late, unannounced documents hand-carried to the meeting will be accepted only with the consensus of the meeting participants.





Contributors of documents are requested to also bring at least 15 paper copies of their documents for distribution at the meeting.  Please note that this required number of copies is steadily decreasing – our primary means of document distribution is electronic, and our members are expected to download documents in advance.  In extraordinary circumstances in which electronic copies have not been uploaded to the ftp site at least ten days prior to the meeting, 25 paper copies should be brought.





Documents may be shipped to the hotel no earlier than three days in advance of the meeting.  The address should read as follows:





Whistler Delta Resort�c/o guest name�4050 Whistler Way


V09 1B4�Whistler, BC�Canada�
Tel:  +1 604 932 1982


Fax: +1 604 932 7332�
�



If you are planning a videotape demonstration of real time codecs, simulation results, etc., please contact the meeting host (at addresses listed above) to insure the required facilities are available.


You are encouraged to use the MS Word template available on the Q.15 ftp site (q15e.dot) when preparing your contributions.





Please note that there is a Q11 Rapporteur-Group meeting for SG16 which is also taking place at the same time and location.





I am looking forward to a productive meeting with you in Portland.





Sincerely yours,





/s/ Gary Sullivan


Gary Sullivan�Rapporteur for SG16 Question 15�PictureTel Corp.  M/S 635�100 Minuteman Rd�Andover, MA 01810�
��Tel:  +1 978 623 4324�Fax: +1 978 749 2804�Email: garys@pictel.com�
�
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