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Comments on video coding


Thank you for your Liaison Statement of 6 February 1998 containing comments on our MPEG-4 Committee Draft  ISO.IEC CD 11495.  In response to your Section E) on the MPEG-4 Video Part:


WG11 is pleased to report that the issue of MPEG-4 video compatibility with ITU-T Rec. H.263 has been favorably resolved.  As requested by ITU-T SG16 and after careful examination of the issues, WG11 will require that all MPEG-4 video decoders which support the features that are similar in the two standards will be capable of decoding the syntax found in the baseline mode of ITU-T Rec. H.263.  This commonality of standardization will ensure great interoperability in video coding.


The harmonization of the syntax of MPEG-4 with that found in H.263 was performed without normative reference to H.263 in order to avoid unnecessary complication of the MPEG-4 normative content specification (and since the tools needed for specifying H.263 baseline syntax were already found in the drafted MPEG-4 video coding specification).  Due to the late stage of the development of MPEG-4, the addition of support for the Advanced Prediction mode was judged to be impractical.  However, WG11 believes that the baseline mode provides an excellent point of interoperability and is the primary goal being pursued by the interested parties.


In addition, MPEG requests that ITU-T SG 16 give serious consideration to making the upcoming H.263 version 3 as compatible as possible with MPEG-4 video.





Comments on video verification tests


Thank you for your Liaison Statement of 6 February 1998 containing comments on our MPEG-4 Verification Test plan.  In response to your comments on MPEG-4 visual verification testing:


ISO/IEC/JTC1/SC 29/WG11(MPEG) wishes to thank ITU-T SG 16 for their comments regarding audio and video MPEG-4 verification tests and their information on its current work.


MPEG would like to reply to SG16’s comments and provide further information on the agreed test plan.


It is maybe worthwhile to clarify that MPEG-4 verification tests are aimed at evaluating the performance of the MPEG-4 standard in some particular application areas that are considered potentially of highest interest. Therefore each test will be focused on a particular set of applications (e.g. narrow- band audio broadcasting, music on Internet and mobile video transmission) and test conditions will be defined accordingly.   


MPEG appreciates the willingness of SG16 to help in the preparation of verification tests that could eventually include H.263v2 as an anchor.  Moreover, SG16 understands the problems related to the use in a test of non optimized implementations of coding schemes. 





Therefore, since we understand that an optimized implementation of the H.263+ algorithm is yet not available, MPEG is not planning to include this algorithm in MPEG-4 verification tests. The question can be reconsidered if ITU-T SG16 provides a suitable implementation.
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