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PictureTel has reviewed the proposal from Tandberg (ref: Q15-B-34) to use H.263 CPM mode (Annex C of Rec. H.263) for carrying multiple video bitstreams in H.320 systems.  We have reached the following conclusions:


We support enabling the use of multiple video bitstreams in H.320 in some way.


We have discussed amongst ourselves a number of possible ways that multiple video streams could be accommodated into H.320, and we have concluded that Tandberg’s idea of using H.263 CPM (Annex C) appears to be a basically reasonable way of enabling this feature (or at least that we didn’t think of anything that would be easier to implement and would work a lot better).


We think that a significant amount of work remains in order to reach a good final design.   Particularly critical issues are:


A good H.242 definition needs to be worked out, in coordination with the adoption of the new H.263+ features into H.320.


The mechanism for negotiation of the use of multiple video bitstreams should include some way of identifying the purpose of each of the video streams (e.g., in a distance-learning setting, which stream contains a view of a person making a presentation and which contains the video material being discussed by that presenter).


Multipoint issues must be closely examined and resolved.  In particular, we believe it is essential for a multipoint conferencing unit (MCU or “bridge”) to be able to route incoming sub-bitstreams independently to different destinations.
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