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H.263L discussion addressed four major issues listed in the document Q15B09 as action points, which are Common condition for H.263L proposals, Delay evaluation model, Objectives and Workplan of H.263L, H.263L Requirements. Technical proposals for H.263L contents were also presented and discussed at this meeting.





Common Conditions for H.263L Proposals





The common test condition for the evaluation of H.263L proposals has been unchanged since the Portland meeting. Chairman mentioned that we are waiting a response to the liaison statement generated in the Portland meeting from SG12 for necessary modification of our test conditions according to their advice.





Sign-language and lip-reading was agreed as an important application area for H.263L development. Test materials for sign-language and lip-reading applications are agreed to be necessary to be added to the set of test sequences. Volunteer were solicited to provided this kind of test material. This was taken as an important action point until the next Rapporteurs group meeting. It was also pointed out that the evaluation method of an acceptability of the picture quality for sign-language and lip-reading application needs collaborative work with Q.9/16.





Delay Evaluation Model





There was no input by the written contribution to this meeting.


It was informed that some discussion on the relation between rate control and delay model was made off-line (on the e-mail reflector). It was identified that the rate control which can achieve the constant number of bits per frame, will impact on the decoder buffer model for delay evaluation.





Members were encouraged to contribute to an improvements of the delay model, which will be a basis for achieving low delay performance in H.263L development.





Objectives and Workplan of H.263L





Q15B24 presented the draft of the objectives and workplan of H.263L. This document was drafted based on the agreement at the Portland meeting. Final version of this document produced in the next December meeting will be attached to the call for proposals on H.263L to introduce the overview of the H.263L project.





Although the SG meeting schedule in 1998 and preliminary Rapporteurs group meeting schedule between them was made clear, we agreed not to change the time schedule of H.263L development at this time. Therefore, the milestone of the evaluation of proposals initially planned in November 98 will be done not at the SG meeting but by the Rapporteurs group meeting.





No change was made on the draft objectives and workplan of H.263L appeared in the document Q15B24 right now with the possibility of future revision. Further comments/inputs are solicited for updating the objectives and workplan of H.263L.





Requirements for H.263L





Q15B29 presented the initial draft of requirements document for H.263L development. The document contains an introduction section followed by the list of sample applications of H.263L and detailed list of requirements. The contents of the requirements section is open in this document for soliciting contributions from members.





Q15B26 presented the requirements for H.263L from sign-language and lip-reading application. The document stated that these requirements are hard to be met by the currently available technologies adopted to H.263, and proposed that the goals for H.263L should include these requirements. Members agreed to this proposal and that the proposed requirements be incorporated into the H.263L requirements document in some form.





Q15B35 presented the proposal on H.263L requirements. In this document, H.263L is expected to be applied to narrow-band video telephony applications, particularly in PSTN and mobile networks. It is also described that H.263L should be generic and is desirable to provide as big benefit as possible over earlier standard (i.e. H.263 and H.263+) in a wide range of applications. We agreed that the proposed requirements are a good start point for our further consideration and that the proposals be included in the revised H.263L requirements document Q15B70 which is produced as an output of this meeting.


Members are strongly encouraged to contribute to the revision of the H.263L requirements document toward the next December meeting when the requirements document will be finalized.





Technology Proposals for H.263L Content





Document Q15B41 presented the systematic VLC design method which takes requirements to avoid the unique word emulation into account in its designing procedure. It was clarified that H.263L may introduce a new syntax, which is not necessary to be backward compatible with H.263/H.263+, as well as a new set of VLCs. Since the method does not require a verification test of the emulation from its designing principle with negligible code efficiency loss, the method is applicable when a set of new VLCs is necessary to be designed for H.263L.





Document Q15B44 was also addressed a start code emulation problem. This document proposed the “1” bit insertion method, which is similar to what is currently applied to H.263 Annex E (SAC mode). The method was recognized to be able to provide a generic solution for all start code emulation problems, though a bit-oriented processing is necessary for both encoder and decoder. The proposal was originally made for H.263+, however, members recognized that the method was better to be considered for the adoption into the H.263L development.





Further evaluation of these two methods are requested to provide a good solution for start code emulation problems in the future H.263L codec development process.





Document Q15B36 presented the results of experiments by Nokia using their proposed algorithm.  It was reported that the proposed algorithm provided the 0.0 - 1.3 dB better PSNR at the frame rate 1.5 to 2 times higher than H.263. This was because the proposed coding method can achieve considerably higher spatial coding efficiency than H.263 when both codecs operate at the same frame rate. A D1 tape demonstration was presented which compared the proposed algorithm with H.263 at the same and higher frame rate. The members felt that an improvement by the proposal can be noticeably observed in the subjective video quality as well. A question was raised whether the technical details of the proposal has been disclosed for a verification by other members. This point will be clarified until the December meeting by the proponent.





This proposal is expected to be a good candidates for H.263L with further verification and evaluation by the members.





H.263L Ad Hoc Group Terms of Reference





The following are the terms of reference for the H.263L Ad Hoc group (chaired by Mr. Hibi) were agreed upon at the Sunriver meeting in September 1997:





-	Enhance the “Common Conditions” for Testing.


-	Update of a Delay Evaluation Model (R. Fryer).


-	Development of an H.263L Requirements Document.


-	Coordinate/merge proposals of interest to H.263L.





No meetings were held, all discussions took place on the itu-adv-video email reflector.
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