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This is a brief proposed outline of the activities of an ad hoc group with the goal to produce information important to ease implementation of video telephony with good performance for sign language at low bitrates. Possible output of this activity is an appendix to H.263+ approved in Sg16 in January 1998.





The decision to initiate this ad hoc group was taken in Q11/16 after discussion of the needs from the sign language application and an acknowledgement of the importance to meet the requirements from the sign language users. 





The meeting reviewed the documents Q15A08, Q15A09 reporting user needs investigations and performance of H.263 on sign language.


Then, the conclusions and suggestions for controls in Q15A11 was presented and the suggestions for contents and work plan for an appendix to H.263+ in Q15A10 was reviewed and agreed.





Goals:


Create an informative condensed description of characteristics of sign language and lip reading of interest for the performance of video coding.


Requirements in terms of traditional video transmission terms.


Acceptable blur of details in motion in sign language and lipreading, and a way to express the blur.


A subjective evaluation on the effects on sign language and lip reading from each option in H.263+.


Need for control over video coding from sign language and lip reading users.


Information transfer between the video quality related work in Sg12 and this ad hoc group.


Influence on test model, test sequences and goals of H.263+ and H.263L.





Time scale:


A first draft should be finished until September 8.  A document should be ready for approval in Jan-98. 








Initial members in the ad hoc group: 


Gunnar Hellström, Swedish Telecom Administration (chair)


Magnus Jändel, Ericsson Telecom 


Mike Wybray, BT


Barry Andrews, 8x8 Inc


Sen Ching Cheung, VTEL
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