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Introduction

This contribution contains the revised set of agreed upon common conditions for H.263L experimentation as agreed upon in Nice, France, February 1997.

Common Conditions

Those submitting demonstration material for H.263+ and/or H.263L are strongly encouraged to provide material using the following conditions.  These are considered as a minimum recommended set of sequences, bitrates, frame rates, and spatial resolutions that each submission demonstration should contain.  Those making a submission are free to provide additional demonstration material as appropriate.

Bitrate (kbps)�10�24�112��Spatial Resolution�QCIF�QCIF�CIF��Frame Rate (FPS)�7.5�10�15��Sequences�Mother and Daughter*

Hall Objects�Mother and Daughter*

Silent Voice

News

Foreman�Coastguard

Foreman

Paris**��

* For “Mother and Daughter” submissions should code 30 seconds of material (first 900 frames).

** For “Paris” submissions should code 30 seconds of material (first 900 frames).

Anchor Conditions

The following shall be used to generate an anchor sequence when comparing a proposal against the existing standard.  The exact conditions described in this document shall be used when encoding anchor material.  The anchor shall consist of H.263+ with annexes: D (unrestricted MVs),  F (advanced prediction), I (advanced Intra coding), and J (Deblocking filter) enabled.  All other annexes should be disabled.

Pre-Processing and Post-Processing

To provide a common starting point, all sequences should be downsampled to CIF or QCIF (as appropriate) by using the filter program developed for MPEG-4.  This will ensure that all submissions begin with the same source material.

Display Conditions

The demonstration material should be presented as a CIF image displayed side-by-side with a CIF image generated by the Test Model.  Images coded at QCIF resolution should be upsampled to CIF (using the MPEG-4 upsampling filter) for display.  These two images should be centered in a CCIR 601 size display.

Additional Aspects

Additional sequences, bitrates, and/or frame rates are also welcome.  Skipped frames are acceptable (so long as the sequences are realistically displayed and statistics are provides) and variable frame rate demonstration sequences are welcome.

A paper describing the tape demonstration is expected.  This paper should also identify any special features of the demonstration material such as frame skipping, degree of jitter, degree of delay, frame rate variability, etc.

For each sequence, the submitter should provide plots of the PSNR per coded frame obtained from the proposed algorithm and from the anchor.  Optionally, a submitter may provide plots of the PSNR per frame obtained when the coded sequence is padded out to the final frame rate (for a discussion of frame padding see LBC-97-016).

For each sequence the submitter should provide a information on the number of bits used to code each frame.  If a plot of bits per frame is provided, the submitter should produce two plots, one which includes the bits spent on the first frame and another where the first frame bits are not included.  This is required since the large number of bits used to code the first frame tend to mask the variation in bits used to code the predictive frames.

Delay

In order to evaluate the delay introduced by submissions and the Test Model, submissions should present information on the delay of the submission relative to the original sequence.  This information could take the form of a video demonstration displaying the original, Test Model, and the proposal presented as if they were displayed by an actual system for a given application.  Alternatively, submissions could provide written data indicating the delay experienced by frames within the proposal.
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