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We are writing this collaborative letter to inform you of the current status of work in the ITU-T Advanced Video Coding Experts Group (ITU-T Q.15/SG16) on video codec design for IP-network applications.

In an effort to provide configurations of video coding features that are customized to specific key applications and to simplify capability negotiation, we have drafted a new annex for Recommendation H.263 which defines specific normative “profiles” and “levels” of decoder capabilities.  These profiles and levels will be defined in a normative manner particularly suitable for use in simplified capability exchange scenarios, specifically including SIP.  Our plan for the development of this new Annex (draft attached) is to achieve preliminary (“determination”) approval at the November, 2000 meeting of ITU-T Study Group 16, and then to achieve final (“decision”) approval a few months later.  This new annex is intended to replace the current informative definitions in H.263 Appendix II.

The draft annex includes definition of a “Conversational Internet” profile designed specifically to address real-time conversational services on IP networks.  Also included is a “High Latency” profile designed for non-conversational services which should also be suitable for many IP network applications.
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