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The purpose of this proposal is the request for a Liason statement to Q15/16 (Video) to give us advice on which of the optional modes / mode combinations should be used in H.323 systems.





Situation





The forthcoming H.263+ video standard allows beyond its baseline fifteen additional modes, which have to be negotiated between coder and decoder (or several  decoders in case of multipoint conferences). Some of these modes are incompatible with others, some of them are intended for the use on packet networks, others make only sense in heterogeneous network environments or on point-to-point situations, some of them were included to allow better performance at the cost of higher complexity. Given this situation and the lack of true expertise in the APC group about video issues, we request a Liaison statement to Q15/16 to give us advice on which modes should be used on H.323 networks in the different bandwidth categories as well as which combinations of modes can be considered as efficient.





Background information





During the Nice meeting of the video group, Gary Sullivan (now Rapporteur of Q15/16) proposed the need of a document giving advice on how to use the different modes of H.263+. Discussion during the meeting lead to the idea of a Profile/Level documents, in which different Profiles (e. g. H.324 POTS, H.324 ISDN, H.320, H.323 Internet low bitrate and H.323 LAN high bitrate) and Levels for these Profiles. The basic feeling of the Video group was, that such a „limitation“ on different mode combinations would be a painful process, but that the work is necessary in some way. As long as we know, very little follow-up discussions were held in the video group on this topic. Based on the reflector traffic, it can be safely assumed that no document will be prepared by Q15/16 on this topic for quite some time, unless other Questions asked the Video group to work on this issue.





In Document APC-1173 (Rapporteur’s Coordination plan) states





(1) Two way communications between groups


  - Systems groups (Q.11, Q.12, Q.13) identify their needs and list their requirements for video coding to be provided to Q.15.


  - Q.15 consider the needs of systems group as technical items to be studied with high priority.


  - An achievement of video coding study in Q.15 is verified to meet the requirements.


  - Q.15 provide information of their results of study, which includes a guidance to the users and an explanation of technical features, as well as the suggested text for adoption into draft Recommendations.


  - Systems group consider an application of the video coding developed by Q.15 based on the provided information.





The requested Liaison statement would be the start of such a discussion process, which should lead to a solution of the „too many modes“ problem of H.263+. To start this process now would help both the Video group and us to prepare a usage document early enough to influence the already started implementation process of H.263+ codecs and systems using them.





However, it might be necessary to prepare a document for the Video group which gives an idea of our specific needs and requirements for their Portland meeting in two weeks. We offer to prepare such a paper and give an outline of its contents in TD-28 to be presented during this meeting.
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