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1.  Work completed during the last study period

At the end of the last study period, the Framework Recommendation on Multimedia Services (F.700) was finalized and approved. It prescribes the method for describing multimedia services, and contains in its annexes the descriptions of the media components and service tasks from which the services are built. A first generic service recommendation has been completed according to this method and also approved at the end of the study period, F.702, Multimedia conference services.



2.  Draft recommendations under study

Two other generic service recommendations have been drafted†:

- F.MDS, Multimedia distribution services,

- F.MCLS, Multimedia collection services.



Although F.MDS had been proposed for approval by Resolution 1 at the first 1997 meeting, the work projected to finalize it during the interim period has not been done, because the Editor has ceased his function and will have to be replaced†; the script has not yet been drafted, and the draft text of the Recommendation still needs to be amended and completed. Therefore the calendar for this Recommendation will have to be revised.



F.MCLS was the next draft recommendation under study. But again no script has been drafted and no work done during the interim period.



Among the network specific recommendations, F.731 (F.MCS.1), Multimedia conference services in the ISDN, was ready for approval at the last meeting, but the decision had been postponed in order to check its consistency with the script for conference services. The script has now been drafted and discussed by correspondence. It can be reviewed during the meeeting. The Recommendation is therefore proposed for Resolution†1 approval. It should be noted that the equivalent recommendation for the B-ISDN has been finalized by Q21/1 and approved by the WTSC as F.732, Multimedia conference services in the B-ISDN.









Present status of Draft Recommendations



Rec.

No.�N or R�

Title�Status �Text in �

Editor�

Priority������������������F.731�N�Multimedia conference services in the ISDN�Resolution 1�COM 1-R 80�(1996)�Y. Robin-Champigneul�1��F.MDS�N�Multimedia distribution services�Draft�COM 1-R 80�(1996)�V. Nikanorov*�2��F.MCLS�N�Multimedia collection services�Preliminary Draft��H. Caspary*�2��

*  Editors of the last study period who will have to be replaced.





3.  Existing recommendations

Other existing recommendations were drafted before F.700 was completed. Thus they do not follow the F.700 description method. Their presentation should be remodeled accordingly at their next revision. These recommendations were organized in 2 levels, the general service recommendations and the network specific service recommendations.



1) General service recommendations

F.701 - General principles for teleconference services

F.710 - Audiographic conference services

F.720 - Videotelephone services general

F.720 Addendum on low bit-rate videophone services (approved at the last meeting)

F.730 - Videoconference services general

F.740 - Audiovisual interactive services



2) Network specific service recommendations

F.711 - Audiographic conference services in the ISDN

F.721 - Videotelephone services in the ISDN

F.723 - Videophone services in the PSTN



The services described in F.701, F.710 and F.730 are now included in the new Recommendation F.702. These recommendations are therefore obsolete and should be soon deleted. Similarly, F.711 is included in F.731 and should be deleted after F.731 has been approved.





4.  Future work

Seven generic service types have been identified and should be described in generic service recommendations. Among them one has been approved (F.702) and preliminary draft texts for two others already exist (F.MDS and F.MCLS, mentioned above). The other ones are

F.MCVS - Multimedia conversational services

F.MRS - Multimedia retrieval services

F.MMS - Multimedia messaging services

F.VOD - Video on demand services



Network specific recommendations derived from the generic service recommendations will also be needed for applying them to different networks†: ISDN, B-ISDN, PSTN, Mobiles, IP networks, ... They should be drafted after the corresponding generic service recommendations. The number of combinations of services with networks is quite large, but it should be noted that all services may not be offered on all networks, and that services on particular networks will be the responsibility of other SGs. An example is the above-mentioned F.732, completed by Q21/1 at the end of the last study period.



Priorities among these recommendations will have to be decided and a calendar will be established for the work planned for the study period. Coordination with SG†2 will be necessary for the network specific service recommendations that are its responsibility (B-ISDN) or require its collaboration (Mobiles).



Exchange of information should be organized with other experts on various aspects of multimedia developments†:

-  with the technical multimedia Questions within SG†16,

-  with SG†2 for the application of multimedia services to specific networks,

-  with SG†11 on signalling aspects,

-  with SG†13 on network aspects, and particularly on the GII (Global Information Infrastructure),

-  with fora and consortia such as DAVIC and MMCF.
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