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Recommendation ITU-T E.164 

The international public telecommunication numbering plan 

Amendment 1 
 

Revised Annex A – Clarification and explanation of the structure  
and function of international ITU-T E.164-numbers 

 

 

Summary 

Replace the current clause A.8 of Annex A of Recommendation ITU-T E.164 with new text. 
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FOREWORD 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of 
telecommunications, information and communication technologies (ICTs). The ITU Telecommunication 
Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, 
operating and tariff questions and issuing Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing 
telecommunications on a worldwide basis. 

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), which meets every four years, 
establishes the topics for study by the ITU-T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on 
these topics. 

The approval of ITU-T Recommendations is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSA Resolution 1. 

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T's purview, the necessary standards are 
prepared on a collaborative basis with ISO and IEC. 

 

 

 

NOTE 

In this Recommendation, the expression "Administration" is used for conciseness to indicate both a 
telecommunication administration and a recognized operating agency. 

Compliance with this Recommendation is voluntary. However, the Recommendation may contain certain 
mandatory provisions (to ensure, e.g., interoperability or applicability) and compliance with the 
Recommendation is achieved when all of these mandatory provisions are met. The words "shall" or some 
other obligatory language such as "must" and the negative equivalents are used to express requirements. The 
use of such words does not suggest that compliance with the Recommendation is required of any party. 

 

 

 

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

ITU draws attention to the possibility that the practice or implementation of this Recommendation may 
involve the use of a claimed Intellectual Property Right. ITU takes no position concerning the evidence, 
validity or applicability of claimed Intellectual Property Rights, whether asserted by ITU members or others 
outside of the Recommendation development process. 

As of the date of approval of this Recommendation, ITU had not received notice of intellectual property, 
protected by patents, which may be required to implement this Recommendation. However, implementers 
are cautioned that this may not represent the latest information and are therefore strongly urged to consult the 
TSB patent database at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/ipr/. 
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prior written permission of ITU. 
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Recommendation ITU-T E.164 

The international public telecommunication numbering plan 

Amendment 1 
 

Revised Annex A – Clarification and explanation of the structure  
and function of international ITU-T E.164-numbers 

Clause A.8 

Replace the current clause A.8 with the following text: 

A.8 National-Only Numbers 

Introduction 

A.8.1 Any number within the responsibility of an Administration, which does not conform to the 
structure, length and uniqueness as defined in the main body of this Recommendation, is not an 
international E.164-number, and is termed a National-Only Number. 

A.8.2 National-Only Numbers may not be accessed when calls are originating from other national 
numbering plans, within the responsibility of a different Administration. For the purpose of this 
Annex, National-Only Numbers may include numbers that exist within Integrated Numbering 
Plans. 

A.8.3 Listed below are some examples of National-Only Numbers. The list is not exhaustive. 

A.8.3.1 Short Codes 

Short Codes utilise significantly fewer digits than subscriber numbers in either their local, national 
or international format, and are valid for a specific purpose only. Examples of short codes are for 
access to a specific service or for indicating customer preferences, and may include for some 
countries, as allowed for by the National Numbering Plan: 

• Emergency numbers 

• Call-by-Call Carrier Selection 

• National Helplines  

Countries with integrated numbering plans may have the same number allocated as an emergency 
number within each country. 

The provision of short codes in open dialling plans may differ from a similar provision in a closed 
dialling plan. For example, the provision of a short code in an open dialling plan that utilises digits 
in the local network, taken from the SN field, may clash with digits utilised to indicate an NDC if 
the same digits were to be utilised in an international originated call. In this case, the short code is 
considered to be a national-only number. 
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A.8.3.2 Special Use Numbers (SUNs)  

Special Use Numbers (SUNs) are numbers with significantly fewer digits than ordinary subscriber 
numbers, and which only exist in the country which provides it. The digits of SUNs could be 
identical to the leading digits of one or more subscriber numbers. The decision by which these 
numbers are implemented is a national matter. 

Since SUNs are significantly shorter than the subscriber numbers, they are within the limits of 
Table A.1. 

All incoming international calls to the number will fail because the CC + NDC + SUN and the 
leading digits of NDC + SN are ambiguous and therefore not international ITU-T E.164-numbers. 
In order to have certainty, digits following the SUN should not be assigned. Also, the leading digits 
of the SUN should not be assigned for any other purposes. The assignment has implications for 
Number Management and Utilisation and that is the responsibility of a national Administration. 

A.8.3.3 National (significant) numbers with excessive length 

The national (significant) numbers (NDC + SN) as used nationally have differing lengths, and the 
longest national (significant) numbers violate the maximum given in Table A.1. 

The numbers have a hierarchical structure as follows. The structure is independent of the number 
length. 

– Local level: SN. 

– National level: NDC + SN. 

– International level: CC + NDC + SN. 

Some of the national (significant) numbers (NDC + SN) and international numbers (CC +NDC 
+ SN) are longer than the maximum given in Table A.1. These numbers are not international 
ITU-T E.164-numbers. The most significant part of the national (significant) numbers, truncated to 
the limits given in Table A.1, are international ITU-T E.164-numbers provided that they are unique. 
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