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Geneva, 30 March 2007


SERVICE ORDER No. 07/05

POLICY FOR AWARDING FELLOWSHIPS FOR ACTIVITIES 
FUNDED THROUGH THE ITU REGULAR BUDGET
(This Service Order abrogates and supersedes Service Orders Nos. 06/08 and 06/11 
of 28 April and 7 June 2006)
The following policy applies to the fellowships awarded to delegates from Member States1 requesting financial support from the Union to attend ITU events/activities funded through the ITU regular budget and having a specific budget allocated for fellowships, which may be organized by the General Secretariat or any of the Bureaux.

Within the approved budget for the event/activity in question, and within the stipulated deadline for the receipt of requests, the following criteria are applied:

1)
Member States eligible to receive ITU fellowships are those recognized as least developed countries (LDCs), according to the United Nations classification, as well as low-income countries having a per capita gross domestic product (GDP) not exceeding USD 2 000. 

2)
Depending on the nature of the event/activity, fellowships might also be granted to representatives of ITU Sector Members (with the exception of profit-making entities) as well as to representatives from civil society.

3)
Either one full fellowship or two partial fellowships can be granted per eligible Member State. In the case of partial fellowships, ITU will bear the cost of air tickets or daily subsistence allowances; the Member State concerned shall cover the remainder of the fellowship. Partial fellowships are to be encouraged to the extent possible to ensure efficient use of the available funds.

4)
Fellowships shall not be granted for treaty-making conferences.

5)
Priority shall be given to requests from least developed countries (LDCs).

6)
In the case of fellowships for representatives of Member States other than LDCs, priority should be given to candidates submitting a written contribution and/or playing a role of relevance to the action in question (chairmen, vice‑chairmen, speakers, panelists, rapporteurs, etc.
7)
A fellowship application shall be considered valid only if submitted and duly signed by a senior official from the Member State's or, as the case may be, Sector Member's Administration.
8)
When funding is not sufficient for all valid applications, fellowships shall be granted with a view to fostering equitable distribution, including gender balance and geographic distribution.

Dr Hamadoun I. Touré

Secretary-General
1 	This policy shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to fellowships awarded to observers from Palestine.





