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>> Ladies and gentlemen, please be seated.

Please be seated. 

>> F. Borjón: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

Would you please take your seats.

We will begin shortly.

Test.

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

Would you please take your seats.

I would really appreciate that so that we're able to initiate our 8th plenary of today, Friday, 8 of October.

Good morning.

I hope that you are all rested, and have used the night to reflect upon the voting.

I should first like to thank those who organized some events in the evening.

Bangladesh, who has been extremely generous.

Canada, too.

A very pleasant evening, a very moving one.

And I will speak to that later.

And Mexico.

I think that today is a very important day for the Union, as yesterday was.

Elections should unite us.

We should always seek the best possible solution with votes.

There are no losers here.

Everyone's a winner in one way or another.

So I declare this morning's session open, the 8th plenary.

You have before you document ADM/27‑E, which is our agenda.

Can we approve the agenda?

Very well, the agenda is adopted.

Second point on our agenda is the election of the directors of the Bureaus.

Yesterday, Malcolm Johnson was elected to ITU as Director of ITU‑T.

But we do need a second round for the BR and the BDT.

I should like to stress that Dr. Veena Rawat at the Canadian reception announced her withdrawal as a candidate.

Dr. Rawat is a great professional who has always given us the best possible advice, and has taught me a great deal, continues to teach me a great deal, and I hope that she will continue to contribute.

She was generous enough to withdraw, recognizing that in this way, she contributes to the strengthening of our Union.

As a result, of Canada's withdrawal, the ballots only have two names, but before continuing ‑‑ I'm sorry if I'm insisting on this point, but I really do want to make it clear how many we appreciate Dr. Rawat's generosity and I think we should recognize that in the usual way.

[ Applause ]

Thank you very, very much.

I'm really a little bit choked up at the moment, but let's go on.

We will use the same procedure as at the first round.

You'll have two ballot papers, one for the BR with two names, and for the BDT ballot, you will have three names.

As we had yesterday, there are three voting tables, on the right and left at the front and at the back of the room, and scrutineers, and this is in accordance with regulation number 91.

This document 91 will require an amendment and that amendment is a result of the Central African Republics having regained its right to vote.

The Central African Republic has regained its voting rights, and will be able to vote today.

Consequently, document 91 will be amended in order to reflect the fact that the Central African Republic will be voting in Ballot Box 1.

Ballot Box 1.

I'd like to thank the Central African Republic for its contribution.

And now I will ask the scrutineers, they are the same scrutineers as yesterday, and I would ask them, you all know them of course, and I would ask if they would please go to their stations.

Come to your stations.

I think everybody recognizes the hard work that you did yesterday, so I would like to request Mr. Socrates Martinez.

I would also request that from Netherlands, Mr. Chris van Diepenbeck goes to his station, as well.

From Russia Mr. Nikolay Varlamov, would you go to your Voting Station, please.

Mr. Chad, Mr. Haroun Mahamat Badaouy, would you please go to your station.

From Thailand, Ms. Kaewklao Utairatanakit, would you please come to the podium, which is the place that you will have here.

Do we have all the tellers in their Voting Stations?

Could you please raise your hand so I can see you?

I have bad sight.

Okay, thank you, thank you.

I will now give the floor to the Chairman of Committee 2, Mr. Kisrawi, to inform us about any transfer of power or proxy from any Delegation to another.

Mr. Kisrawi from Syria, please, you have the floor.

>> N. Kisrawi:  Good morning.

Regarding the transfer of powers, in addition to the one announced yesterday, today we have received a new one, Chairman, from the principality of Andorra giving full power for the Republic of San Marino to vote on their behalf, and to sign the final X.

So in total up to now we have two transfers of power.

Please take note of that.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Mr. Kisrawi.

We note the transfer of both Vanuatu to Australia, and there is a new transfer of power that is given by Andorra to San Marino.

Thank you.

There are two ballot papers, one for each election to all Member States, having the right to vote and present in the room.

The ballot paper for the Director of BR is yellow, and the one from the BDT is blue.

Each Delegation is requested to complete both ballot papers at the same time so that both papers may be put in the Ballot Box at the same time.

Of course, one then the other.

The Director of BR is yellow, the BDT is blue.

Please remember you have to vote with an X on each on the candidate of your preference, on the little box next to the candidate of your preference.

As I said yesterday, you must vote by placing an X against the name of the candidate of your choice.

An X in the box next to the candidate of your choice.

I would remind you that when the voting has begun, it cannot be interrupted unless there is a point of order regarding the manner in which the voting is proceeding.

As you all recall, in the event of an error or a spoiled ballot or for any other reason which requires you to correct your vote, I would ask that you raise your Board asking for a point of order.

Central African Republic, please.

>> Representative From Central African Republic:  Thank you.

I just would like to ask if you could take off the red highlighting that's on the paper.

If you could take off the red that's against the Central African Republic's name.

There was a red flag against our name, and we were not able to obtain the papers for the ‑‑ relating to the voting process.

>> F. Borjón: I'd ask the Secretariat to note that, you're perfectly right, Central African Republic, and we'll sort that out for you.

Thank you.

Yes, the Chairman apologizes to the interpreters for using three languages in one sentence.

So I would like to remind you that once the voting has begun, it cannot be interrupted unless as I mentioned, a point of order has been raised in connection, as I mentioned, please the Central African Republic has the right to vote, so I will ask the Secretariat to please give the proper ballot in that case, yellow for BR, blue for the BDT.

So now the voting has begun and I will kindly request the Secretariat to please close the room.

Session is now closed.

Unless we have provision of interruptions.

Voting has begun.

So please, if you can go through your voting now.

Please take note and read the instructions carefully before completing your ballot paper.

Now I kindly request the Secretary of the plenary to read the names and the Voting Stations that correspond.

Secretary of the plenary, you have the floor.

>> D. Bogdan: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

As indicated by the Chairman, I shall now call out the list of Member States having the right to vote in French alphabetical order within each voting block by group of 10.

In addition to the ballot papers, you may wish to refer to document 91 as the Chairman already mentioned, which contains the designation of Member States by Voting Station and the list of names of Member States in the 6 languages.

Of course, we will issue that as a revision with the addition of the Central African Republican.

Please look carefully at all of the voting instructions and I would like to remind you as well to please use the pens that you were given yesterday.

And of course, also as the Chairman has emphasized, please mark with an X your choice.

Once you have voted, I would request that Delegates regain their seats as the doors in the hall are now closed.

So that Delegations with see where the four Voting Stations are located, I will ask the staff at those stations to hold up the ballot boxes in the air in consecutive order from 1 to 4.

You will see that they are transparent, and obviously empty.

Box number one, 1.

Box number 2.

Box number 3.

And box number 4.

Thank you.

I will now move first to Voting Station Number 1, calling out the first 10 countries. 

Afghanistan.

The Republic of Albania.

The Democratic Algerian Republic.

The Republic of Angola.

The Federal Republic of Germany.

The Argentine Republic.

The Republic of Armenia

Commonwealth of the Bahamas.

Austria.

The Kingdom of Bahrain.

Box Number 2. 

Principality of Andorra,

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Australia.

Barbados.

The Republic of Belarus.

Belgium.

The Republic of Benin.

The Republic of Cape Verde.

>> F. Borjón: You have a point of order?

Please, Chile.

>> Representative From Chile:  I apologize, Mr. Chairman, with but I don't have ballot papers. 

>> F. Borjón: I apologize.

Secretariat, Chile doesn't have a paper.

I'm sorry, Chile.

Do we have any other case down there?

Montenegro?

>> Representative From Montenegro:  I don't have, as well, ballots.

>> F. Borjón: I will ask the Secretariat to please give the ballot papers to Montenegro.

I'm sorry to have interrupted but that way, everybody else who has the right to vote has a ballot paper.

Okay.

Secretary of the plenary, please continue.

>> D. Bogdan: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Still at Voting Station Number 2, I left off with

The Republic of Cape Verde.

Brunei Darussalam.

The Republic of Bulgaria.

Voting Station Number 3: 

The Republic of Latvia.

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Lebanon.

The Republic of Maldives.

Principality of Liechtenstein.

The Republic of Lithuania.

The Union of Myanmar.

Luxembourg.

Mali.

The Kingdom of Morocco.

Voting Station Number 4: 

Republic of Madagascar.

Malawi.

Malaysia.

Malta.

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania.

Federated States of Micronesia.

The Republic of Moldova.

Mexico.

New Zealand.

The Sultanate of Oman.

Coming back to Voting Station Number 1: 

The Republic of Azerbaijan.

The People's Republic of Bangladesh.

Belize.

Bosnia Herzegovina.

The Kingdom of Bhutan.

The Plurinational State of Bolivia.

The Republic of Botswana.

The Republic of Burundi.

The Republic of Cameroon.

Canada.

Central African Republic.

Voting Box Number 2: 

The Federative Republic of Brazil.

Burkina Faso.

The Kingdom of Cambodia.

Republic of Congo.

The People's Republic of China.

The Union of Comoros.

The Republic of Cyprus.

Cuba.

The Republic of Côte d'Ivoire.

Denmark.

Voting Station Number 3. 

The Republic of Namibia.

The Republic of Mauritius.

The Principality of Monaco.

Mongolia.

The Republic of Montenegro.

The Republic of Mozambique.

Norway.

Nepal.

The Republic of Niger.

The Republic of Uganda.

Now Voting Station Number 4: 

Saint Lucia.

The Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Uzbekistan.

The Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Peru.

The Republic of Poland.

The Republic of the Philippines.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

Portugal.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Back to Voting Station Number 1: 

Chile.

The State of the City of the Vatican.

The Republic of Colombia.

Costa Rica.

The Republic of Croatia.

The Republic of Korea.

The Arab Republic of Egypt.

The Republic of El Salvador.

The United Arab Emirates.

Eritrea.

Voting Station Number 2: 

The Republic of Djibouti.

The Dominican Republic.

Ecuador.

The Republic of Fiji.

Spain.

The Republic of Estonia.

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

Finland.

Greece.

France.

Now going to Voting Station Number 3: 

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

Panama.

Papua New Guinea.

The Republic of Paraguay.

The State of Qatar.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

The Czech Republic.

The Syrian Arab Republic.

The Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe.

The Republic of Senegal.

Voting Station Number 4: 

Romania.

The Independent State of Samoa.

The Republic of Rwanda.

The Republic of Slovenia.

The Republic of Sudan.

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

The Swiss Confederation.

The United Republic of Tanzania.

The Democratic Republic of Timor‑Leste.

The Republic of Chad.

Voting Station Number 1: 

The United States of America.

Georgia.

The Russian Federation.

The Republic of Gambia.

Ghana.

The Republic of Guinea.

The Republic of Guatemala.

The Republic of Indonesia.

Jamaica.

The State of Israel.

Voting Station Number 2: 

The Republic of Gabon.

The Republic of Hungary.

The Republic of India.

Guyana.

The Republic of Honduras.

The Republic of Iraq.

Italy.

Ireland.

The Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Voting Station Number 3: 

The Republic of Seychelles.

The Republic of Serbia.

The Republic of Singapore.

The Republic of Slovakia.

The South African Republic.

Sweden.

The Republic of San Marino.

The Republic of Suriname.

Togo.

The Kingdom of Tonga.

Voting Station Number 4: 

Thailand.

The Republic of Vanuatu.

Ukraine.

The Eastern Republic of Uruguay.

The Republic of Venezuela.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Voting Station Number 1: 

Iceland.

The Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

Haiti.

The Republic of Kazakhstan.

The State of Kuwait.

Japan.

Voting Station Number 2: 

The Republic of Kiribati.

The Republic of Kenya.

The Kyrgyz Republic.

The People's Democratic Republic of Lao.

The Kingdom of Lesotho.

Voting Station Number 3: 

Trinidad and Tobago.

Tunisia.

The Kingdom of Swaziland.

Turkey.

The Republic of Yemen.

The Republic of Zambia.

The Republic of Zimbabwe.

Mr. Chairman, that completes my list.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

As you will see, the ballot boxes have now been brought to the front of the room.

The Secretariat is checking the list of countries who have actually voted, and the list of those who having the right to vote have not done so.

The Secretary of the meeting will then read both lists, both those who have voted and those who did not do so, despite having the right to do so.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

I would now ask Secretary of plenary to read the list.

>> D. Bogdan: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I will now read the list of Member States that have voted, Voting Station by Voting Station. 

Afghanistan.

The Republic of Albania.

The People's Democratic Republic of Algeria.

The Republic of Angola.

The Federal Republic of Germany.

The Argentine Republic.

The Republic of Armenia.

Austria.

Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The Republic of Azerbaijan.

The Republic of Bangladesh.

Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Kingdom of Bhutan.

The Plurinational State of Bolivia.

The Republic of Botswana.

The Republic of Burundi.

The Republic of Cameroon.

Central African Republic. 

Canada.

Chile.

The State of the City of the Vatican.

The Republic of Colombia.

Costa Rica.

The Republic of Croatia.

The Republic of Korea.

The Arab Republic of Egypt.

The Republic of El Salvador.

The United Arab Emirates.

The United States of America.

Georgia.

The Russian Federation.

The Republic of Gambia.

Ghana.

The Republic of Guinea.

The Republic of Guatemala.

The Republic of Indonesia.

Jamaica.

The State of Israel.

Iceland.

Haiti.

The Republic of Kazakhstan.

The State of Kuwait.

Japan.

The Principality of Andorra.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Australia.

Barbados.

The Republic of Belarus.

Belgium.

The Republic of Benin.

The Republic of Cape Verde.

Brunei Darussalam.

The Republic of Bulgaria.

The Federative Republic of Brazil.

Burkina Faso.

Kingdom of Cambodia.

Republic of Congo.

The People's Republic of China.

The Union of Comoros.

The Republic of Cyprus.

Cuba.

The Republic of Côte d'Ivoire.

Denmark.

The Republic of Djibouti.

The Dominican Republic.

Ecuador.

The Republic of Fiji.

Spain.

The Republic of Estonia.

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

Finland.

Greece.

France.

The Republic of Gabon.

The Republic of Hungary.

The Republic of India.

The Republic of Honduras.

The Republic of Iraq.

Italy.

Ireland.

The Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

The Republic of Kiribati.

The Republic of Kenya.

The Kyrgyz Republic.

The Kingdom of Lesotho.

The Republic of Latvia.

Lebanon.

The Principality of Liechtenstein.

The Republic of Lithuania.

The Union of Myanmar.

Luxembourg.

Mali.

The Kingdom of Morocco.

The Republic of Mauritius.

The Principality of Monaco.

Mongolia.

The Republic of Montenegro.

The Republic of Mozambique.

Norway.

Nepal.

The Republic of the Niger.

The Republic of Uganda.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

Republic of Panama.

Papua New Guinea.

The Republic of Paraguay.

The State of Qatar.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

The Czech Republic.

The Syrian Arab Republic.

The Republic of Senegal.

The Republic of Serbia.

The Republic of Singapore.

The Republic of Slovakia.

The South African Republic.

Sweden.

Republic of San Marino.

The Republic of Suriname.

Togo.

The Kingdom of Tonga.

Trinidad and Tobago.

Tunisia.

The Kingdom of Swaziland.

Turkey. 

The Republic of Zambia.

The Republic of Zimbabwe.

Republic of Madagascar.

Malawi.

Malaysia.

Micronesia.

The Republic of Moldova.

Mexico.

New Zealand.

Sultanate of Oman.

The Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Uzbekistan.

The Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Peru.

The Republic of Poland.

The Republic of the Philippines.

Portugal.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Romania.

The Republic of Rwanda.

The Republic of Slovenia.

The Republic of Sudan.

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

The Swiss Confederation.

The Republic of Tanzania.

The Democratic Republic of 

Chad.

Thailand. 

The Republic of Vanuatu.

Ukraine.

The Eastern Republic of Uruguay.

The Republic of Venezuela.

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

This is the list of countries that have voted and I will now read out the list of those countries having the right to vote that have not cast their vote.

And I would invite them to please come forward and place their vote in Box Number 1.

Commonwealth of the Bahamas.

Belize.

Eritrea.  

The Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

Guyana, People's Democratic Republic of Lao.

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Maldives.

The Republic of Namibia.

Democratic Republic of San Tome and Principe.

Republic of the Seychelles.

Republic of the Yemen.

Malta.

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania.

Saint Lucia.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.

The Independent State of Samoa.

Democratic Republic of Timor‑Leste.

That concludes my list, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Secretary of the plenary.

We'd kindly request to those countries whose names are being mentioned they can come to Voting Station ‑‑ it's not Voting Station, it's part of the station which is number 1 to vote.

This is your second and last chance to use the right to vote.

I don't see anyone coming.

So now I will ask the tellers to please take the votes and go do the thing that you do so brilliantly, to the green room, please.

I now if you agree that as we did yesterday afternoon, as soon as the door is closed, I will continue.

I will propose now that the door is closed that we hear some of the brief statements, perhaps two or three, and then we will take a break.

I see a point of order.

Trinidad and Tobago.

>> Representative From Trinidad and Tobago:  Thank you, Chairman.

My apologies for asking for the floor at this time, but just to confirm that for clarification, that Trinidad and Tobago did vote.

Could you please confirm that is the situation.

We got some conflicting information that that may not have been so.

Could you please clarify?

Thank you.

Indeed, yes, Trinidad and Tobago is on the list as having voted at Voting Station Number 3.

Does that clear it up for you?

Very well. 

So I suggest that we use the time while the votes are being counted to hear some of the statements.

I would ask Kuwait to take the floor, please.

>> Representative From Kuwait:  In the name of God, the compassionate the merciful.

President, Secretary‑General.

Ladies and Gentlemen, ministers, Heads of Delegations may God's peace be upon you.

It is a great pleasure and honor to bring to you the greetings and also all good wishes for the success of The Conference.

We would also like to say how deeply grateful we are to the government and people of Mexico for the excellent way in which they have hosted this conference.

Also like Mr. President we offer serious congratulations on being elected to the work of this conference.

Mr. President, the world summit on information society world and in other words to bring to all to peoples to individuals all the benefits of information technology which means that people can learn, they can seek knowledge through the Internet.

We also know how important the part that's been played by the ITU in this is, all the humanitarian aid which it has provided throughout the world and all the developments which are continuing to move forward in the various different sectors covered by the Union.

The Union is carrying out this task to the full.

We would there for like to encourage all sectors of the ITU to continue in this good work in support of the work underway in developing countries who lack technological resources.

Mr. President, for Kuwait information technology is the key to improving the quality of life for all peoples.

And we understand how important it is in the movement for sustainable development in order to make our economies competitive and make them able to face the 21st century.

We have done everything possible to modernize our infrastructure for information technology and communication, we have reached a high level of Internet penetration with quasi universal access at a minimal cost for the whole of the population.

We have done everything possible to make the Internet something of service to the whole of our population because it's particularly important for those who have special needs like the young and others in our society to make that possible, to bring in all society's institutions make them all modernized and do everything we can to put this technology at the service of the people of our culture and both of the private and the public sector.

This is important throughout the region and to this end we have launched in 2006 our first initiative to modernize with optic fiber of the GPON type in order to implement the technology which would provide new generation network in order to have full coverage for the whole of the territory of Kuwait in the very near future.

We also in Kuwait have been working hard to open up our markets so that means terrestrial cables and undersea cables to carry all the traffic and to enhance the capacity of our system.

This policy of openness for the market as meant that we've been able to accelerate the arrival of new technology in to the country.

Mr. President, Kuwait also is implementing programs for those who have special needs in order to bring them in to the information society and to make sure that what we offer them is appropriate for their needs.

This initiative has been underway since 2006 as we develop our research networks and provide everything necessary for the population in order to make sure people are able to participate in the information society fully.

Mr. President, as far as what we hope for from the ITU is concerned in this area we consider the ITU as the ideal organization to bridge the digital divide between developed countries and countries which are less developed.

We therefore, look to the ITU to bring together all countries in the world in this area and we also hope that communications development will be provided with more resources in developing countries.

The important thing is for all the National networks to be connected up and connected to each other in such a way that we are able to enhance our human potential all over the world.

Mr. President, Heads of Delegation, Ladies and Gentlemen, the state of Kuwait would there for like here to call upon all participants to support our candidacy for the Council and we also would be keen here to express our deep satisfaction at the possibility of being here at the Plenipotentiary Conference and being a part of its work.

Thank you to all who have contributed to the success of this conference, particularly to the Government of Mexico and the president, also our Secretary‑General, our Deputy Secretary‑General and the directors of the three different sectors.

It is important that we enhance the very important role that the ITU plays in telecommunications throughout the world.

May I also use this opportunity to thank all those institutions and bodies who in their different ways have enhanced that role of the ITU and have been developing the activities of the organization.

It is also an honor for me to invite all participants to a lunch which will be held in your honor on Sunday, a brunch from 10:00 until 1:00 at the intercontinental hotel.

We would like to thank you for the part which you have played to make this conference a full success.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Kuwait.

For that information.

I would now ask Venezuela to take the floor.

>> Representative From Venezuela:  Good morning.

Representatives of the governments of Mexico and Guadalajara, representative of the ITU, ambassadors, ministers, Deputy ministers, representatives and delegates of Member States of the union.

Representatives of international organizations, the private sector, civil society, communications, the media, Ladies and Gentlemen.

The Bolivian government of Venezuela gives its greetings, most cordial greetings to you all and would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mexico to the local government and the Secretariat general of the ITU for the excellent organization of this conference and to thank them also for the hospitality we have all received.

I should also like to congratulate the Secretary‑General and the Deputy Secretary‑General for their re‑election.

And indeed, the director of the ITU‑T which is also re‑elected.

With a view to guaranteeing universal access to communication information, the state of Venezuela has promoted a series of strategies and measures in order to ensure the use of ICTs as tools for the acquisition of knowledge which allow the people to have a lead role in their socioeconomic development.

The progress made in Venezuela in e‑government, information security and the access to and use of ICTs for the benefit of the community have been most important, particularly at the level of the national executive in ensuring that ICTs have considerable penetration in various sectors in order to achieve the millennium goals.

The first element of this strategy is universal access, the training of human resources and technological sovereignty, we nationalized the National telling phone company of Venezuela by increasing its infrastructure for telecommunications throughout the National territory ensuring that Venezuela is now the second position where penetration of telephony now 85% was achieved in 2009 covering both suburban and rural populations.

By the 2009 we had 4,604 ICT access points throughout the country ensuring that it was increasingly used and there was increasing access to ICTs.

Venezuela also has the organized body which is responsible for the allocation of Internet domains at the local level.

With the National plan for technological literacy through the Ministry of Science, we have managed to build the capacity of most of the population including indigenous groups.

Since 2008 we have been encouraging the free access to ICTs for education which provides resources in order to have a new humanistic and holistic view of ICTs, protecting the rights of boys and girls to information.

We have also made considerable progress in ICTs through E‑voting system which is one of the most advanced in the world.

We have E‑passports and have developed a electronic identity cards.

With actions such as this we're trying to vote the technological sovereignty, the progress of our Nation and the development of the society of information and of knowledge.

In 2004 the state of Venezuela initiated its aerospace program and in 2008 placed the first satellite in orbit, the Simon Bolivar increase penetration of ICTs, particularly in remote communities, we have increased coverage for broadcasting both radio and television, particularly in border areas.

We have increased the penetration of telephony in isolated areas and have increased the speed of data transmission over the web, with Internet.

Many players in this area both in the public and private sector and across the entire gamut of services, we have provided service since 1998, since the beginning of the presidency of Hugo Chavez Frias which allowed us not only to grow in the production of goods and services but we have also increased the relative participation of ICTs in our National economy.

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is convinced of the importance of the ITU as a multilateral forum which should continue to promote itself, debate and the agreeing of recommendations which strengthen both telecommunications and ICTs fundamental tools for social integration and balance, socioeconomic development of all nations bearing in mind the special needs of all countries.

And the particular needs of the least developed countries and the least favored areas with full respect for the local communities and first nations.

The protection of cultural matters and gender equality.

The Bolivarian Republic seeks to support the Union in its search for recommendations, resolutions which are aimed at ensuring the best possible development of the area in order to achieve the well being of the citizens of our countries.

We would ratify to seek consensus and continue to work within the Union recognize the importance much the exchange of information and experiences for the benefit of all countries bearing in mind and fully respecting the realities in the least developed countries in order to seek ‑‑ to achieve an educational, social, cultural, economic and technological sea change in our countries on an equal basis in the light of this we very much appreciate having the support of all those present for our candidacy to the Council of the ITU in order to continue to encourage that work and support that work which is aimed at integrating and using communications as a tool which favors the integration of our peoples, thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Venezuela.

I think some of you need to stretch your legs and Ghana has invited us for coffee today.

So I suggest we take a short break for coffee and then resume, Chad, unless it's a point of order.

Chad, is it a point of order?

Unless it's a point of order you can't interrupt the session.

>> Representative From CHAD:  No, no, Mr. Chairman. 

It's not a point of order.  

I wish to make a statement. 

>> F. Borjón: I would ask you to please make your statement in the established order.

Would you speak to the Secretariat to put you on the list, however I cannot interrupt the session except for a point of order.

Chad, thank you.

>> Representative From CHAD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: We propose to have a very quick coffee break.

Ghana is offering some coffee so please have a break, brief break in the session.

15‑minute break, please, reconvene 10:35.

[Break] 

>> F. Borjón: I have been informed that the tellers have finished their work.

However, I think with the break, which was concluded 5 minutes ago, there might be some people outside the room, so I'll ask you to bear with me for some moments so we wait and hopefully everybody will come back and take their seats.

Could I please ask you to note that the tellers have finished their work, and that means that we will be able to get back to work.

We'll wait for just a few more moments to give everybody time to take their seats.

Could I please ask you to take your seats as quickly as possible.

Then we'll be able to read out the results of the vote.

So I will read out the results as soon as you've taken your seats.

Please would you take your seats as quickly as possible.

Ladies and gentlemen, I've been informed that the tellers have finished their work so I'd really appreciate if you could take your seats so we can proceed with reading the results.

Ladies and gentlemen, I have heard the tellers have finished their work.

I will briefly read out the results of the election but would you please take your seats.

The tellers have finished.

They have the results to announce.

It is 10 minutes to 11:00 in the morning, and I will ask the scrutineers to provide us the results, ever since I understand you have finished your work.

Thank you very much.

Thank you very much for your very hard work.

Everybody it very much.

Thank you.

The report is in French, and I apologize for any mistakes I may make in French, and I will read the report as it has been presented to me.

Report of the scrutineers.

The election of the Director of BDT, second round.

157 votes.

Spoiled ballots, 0.

Abstentions, 0.

Delegations present and voting, 157.

The majority is 157 divided by 2, plus 1.

That is 79.

The results are as follows:

Mr. Sami Al‑Basheer, 43.

Hector Olavarria, 49 and Brahima Sanou, 65.

I repeat, Hector Olavarria, 49, and Mr. Brahima Sanou, 65.

As you will see, from the figures, since majority required is 79, no candidate is elected, so a third round will be needed.

Hector Olavarria in a few hours, perhaps 6 or a little more.

For the BR, scrutineers report, second round, ballots, 157.

Spoiled ballots, none.

Abstentions, none.

Delegations present and voting, 157.

The majority required, 157 divided by 2, plus 1, that is, 79.

The results are as follows:

Mr. Fabio Leite, 67.

François Rancy, 90.

[ Applause ]

Mr. Rancy is elected the new Director of the BR.

[ Applause ]

I would like to thank the tellers for the very hard work that you have done.

Thank you very much.

Will you please take your seats.

Thank you very much to the tellers.

[ Applause ]

Please take your seats.

Thank you very much, once again.

And I would now, Mr. Rancy, if he would say a few words.

>> F. Rancy:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

And thank you all.

I am delighted to take the floor it's a great honor for our region, and, of course, also for my country.

I should also particularly like to thank all those who supported me, and, of course, the French Government, who put forward my name as a candidate and placed its trust in me.

I also wish to thank the other two candidates, Veena Rawat, who by competing with me encouraged me to give my best, and to better understand the aspirations and wishes of ‑‑ your wishes as Member States of the Union.

It will be difficult to fill the shoes of such a man as Valery Timofeev, and I would like to honor him.

[ Applause ]

It is also a great honor to be part of this great team under the leadership of our dear Secretary‑General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré.

Who in four years has allowed the ITU to make a great step forward.

I also would like to tell you to rest assured that I'll do all my best to meet your expectations in electing me today.

I know that many of our countries in the coming years will have very difficult choices in the field of radiocommunications to make, and you can be assured that I will do all my best to help you in doing that, in particular, the transition to digital television, the transition to future generations of mobile radiocommunications.

These challenges are not only technical or financial, they are also social and political, and the Union will have an essential role to play in responding to these challenges.

You can be assured that I support all of you in this, and I also will need all of your support for that.

So again, thank you very much to all of you.

Muchas gracias.

Merci beaucoup.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

I think perhaps now we could hear from the Secretary‑General regarding this election.

Secretary‑General, you have the floor.

>> H. Touré: Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, dear colleagues, you have just elected to the Directorship of the BR a very distinguished man in Mr. Rancy.

I would like to thank him, congratulates him and thank his country for having nominated him as a candidate.

On behalf of the Union, of the coordination Committee and on my own behalf, I welcome him to the team.

Mr. Rancy you'll Chair a meaningful and fruitful organization.

You come to join a vibrant team that has in its heart the ambition to make ITU shine, and I'm sure that you'll be up to the challenge.

I know that already you're coming to compete with me in many, many languages, so it means that even being in the challenge at a higher level, I'll try to beat you in Chinese and Arabic next time.

[ Applause ]

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Mr. Secretary‑General.

I think that now we have currently an outstanding Director of the BR who is just going to be putting a very high expectation for Mr. Rancy, and I would really like to request Mr. Timofeev I thank, which we all appreciate very much, for not only his professional but human capacity, to please, if you can have a message.

Thank you, Sir.

[ Applause ]

>> V. Timofeev:  Thank you very much, Mr. President.

I'm not going to attempt to speak all those languages because how could I possibly compete with the two previous speakers? 

So I'm going to speak Russian.

It's much easier for me to speak in Russian than any of our other languages, although actually it's not easy for me to speak at all today.

And that is because it's so hard to find the right words to say, although it's you who chose the right decision, distinguished participants of the PP.

And I know it wasn't an easy choice, with those 3 candidates, all of them worthy candidates, but I'm sure you made the right choice, and I'm delighted today to be able to congratulate my old friend François.

I think it's okay for me to use his first name, although it's not very Russian to do so.

It's a bit actually American to call your colleagues by their first names, not by their surname, but so often, we've been together in so many different situations where we've had to tackle such difficult tasks together, so I am confident that our new Director, although he may be taking a new path, but I can assure you whatever he chooses to do will be no worse than what we used to do before.

Congratulations, François.

I'm convinced that you will be a success in this Post, and that you will be the best and most worthy member of the team that is now being formed around Dr. Touré.

So thank you very much, and congratulations.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

Before opening the floor, time is precious, so I do have two announcements to make.

The third round for the election of the BDT Director will be at 14:45 this afternoon ‑‑ 16:45, the interpreter apologizes, 16:45.

Thank you.

Sorry for the Spanish‑speaking people.

I will say it in English.

It's 16 hours, 45 minutes.

Thank you.

So if any candidate wishes to withdraw its candidature, we will kindly request to do it before 15 hours and 45 minutes.

That means an hour before the elections begin, in order for the Secretariat to make the proper arrangements in the ballots.

That is our first thing, and the second one is as I mentioned time is a very valuable asset, so I kindly bear with me before doing any of your congratulations or statements, and let me have a 5‑minute break so Committee 5 and Committee 6 can go to work and make the best use of less than an hour that they have to go to work.

So we have a 5‑minute break.

Please stay in the room, whomever is going to Committee 5 and Committee 6, please, thank you for your very hard work.

Sorry for taking you out of the room.

But thank you for this very hard work.

We have a 5‑minute break just so everybody moves.

Thank you.

Just a comment:  I've been asked to say that the prayer room is opposite to room K.

Thank you.

Committee 5 is in room B.

Committee 6, room A. 

[ 5‑minute break ]

Ladies and gentlemen, please take your seats.

I'm going to be very rapid and very free in telling you we have a slight problem, so please take your seats quickly.

This will only take a couple of minutes.

Do please cooperate.

Thank you.

Do please take your seats.

We do have a small glitch which I have to tell you about.

Please, we do have a problem.

We need your cooperation.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

As I mentioned, we have a unfortunately a problem of communication, unfortunately a problem of coordination.

I have been informed by the Secretary that we only have two interpreters teams.

Therefore, due to the importance, of course, of the work of everybody, I need to take a decision.

We can only have two sessions.

My decision is that we will suspend plenary right now, taking into account that the order requested by the speakers, by the countries from Sweden, Belgium, Russia, and Mali, and Nigeria, so we will give them the floor this afternoon after the elections of the BDT so you can really deliver your congratulations.

We're taking note of all the countries that are doing this, and there won't be any limitations on that matter but that's just after elections.

Once again, I explain, this has to do because we only have two interpreters, two interpreter teams, and ever since we have Committee 5 and Committee 6 sessions, I kindly request your cooperation to interrupt the session.

We will reconvene here at 16:45 to continue this session.

This is in order to allow Committee 5 and Committee 6 to work.

We will also pass the Policy Statements that were scheduled for this morning for this afternoon.

I'm very sorry for this inconvenience.

I suspend the session now, and Committee 5 and Committee 6 can initiate their work.

[ End of Morning Plenary Session - 11:15 ]
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