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>> C. Njoroge: Attention.

Testing, testing.

I don't hear anything.

Do you hear?

>> Yes, Chairman, we can hear you loud and clear.

>> C. Njoroge:  Hello?

It's on.

There is no sound.

It goes into the headphones, but it doesn't come out.

>> Can you hear the interpretation, Chairman?

Can you hear the interpretation, please?

>> C. Njoroge:  Good afternoon.

We want to call the meeting to order.

This is the Working Group of the Plenary, the afternoon session.

Please, can we have everybody seated? 

I want to call the meeting to order.

This is the session on Working Group of the Plenary.

We're going to look at the agenda, but before we do that, I'd like to welcome you all, and to note that tomorrow, we are planning for a session in the afternoon, and we'll be able to give you the details before we end the session.

The document for consideration is ADM/20, that is approval of the agenda.

I'd like to table the agenda in front of you for consideration and approval.

The floor is open for comments.

I see no comments coming from the floor.

We have a number of agenda items, Republic of Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, unfortunately, we are faced now at three parallel meetings of the most important Committees of this conference:  Committee 5, Committee 6, and the other group, the working party of the Plenary.

Chairman, I could I ask you a favor, please?

There is certain proposals here in the agenda in document ADM/24 from Syria or from the Arab group and I'm supposed to present them to you.

And I'm asked the same thing to be done in Committee 5 and Committee 6, Chairman.

Could you give me a favor, if when we can come to number 3, Chairman, Agenda Item Number 3, if I could introduce Syria Number 2 then Arab States 16/52, Arab States 16/58 and Arab States 16/50 and Arab States multiple, I would appreciate it highly Chairman if you could give me such a chance at least to give you the introduction of the document as brief as possible.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

We have a proposal on Agenda Item Number 3, that we give an opportunity for documents in the three other agenda items to be presented.

I would like to have comments from the floor. 

I see none.

United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and good afternoon to all colleagues.

Mr. Chairman, we do not ‑‑

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, we do not have a difficulty with the proposal of Syria, but we would note, and it is something that we will bring to the attention of the Steering Committee, that there seems to be a difficulty in having simultaneously the Working Group of the Plenary and Committee 5.

We had actually discussed this in the steering Committee and we thought it was the decision not to have the two overlap.

But there are documents that are now being shared in both Committees, the Working Group and the Committee.

So we believe, Mr. Chairman, that for today's purposes, we certainly could support Syria, but there is going to be an ongoing problem, and we need to correct this in the steering Committee.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United States.

That's noted.

We have Russia asking for the floor.

Russia, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Russia:  Thank you, Chairman.

I have exactly the same proposal, because I now have to be in Committee 5.

I simply wanted to inform you that the ad hoc group which you set up under Resolution 140 has held two meetings, and we are getting close to the conclusion of our work.

Through you, I would like to agree that we hold a conclusion and perhaps conclude tomorrow at 9:30.

I wanted to make that point before I have to leave this meeting to go to Committee 5, Sir.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Russia.

Syria, sorry, I should have given you the floor.

You have the floor, Syria.

>> Representative From Syria:  I looked carefully, Chairman, to the three proposals about this accessibility.

Now for the Syrian proposal, Chairman, unfortunately the time limit was too short to circulate it to the Arab States so this is why it appears under the name of Syria.

For us, having a Resolution from the Plenipotentiary Chairman about accessibility is a big issue, especially after the United Nations Convention on the accessibility, Chairman, and in brief, Chairman, the Syrian proposal takes into consideration the decisions taken by last WTSA meeting when there was a new Resolution Chairman about accessibility.

Also the development sector, Chairman.

This issue is becoming a very, very I'm important Chairman.

In brief after the introduction of the ACP proposal and USA and the Arab States Syria has landed its proposal Chairman I would appreciate highly if you could call upon a group here.

We are lucky here in this Plenipot to have the lady who defends the interests of the disabled people from the United States which is working hard on this issue.

If you could task her with the help of the Secretariat taking that proposals and working on them to come up to your meeting next meeting by an approved text.

I'll repeat my proposal.

After the introduction of the APT proposal, the introduction of the United States proposal, already I introduced the Syrian proposal Mr. Chairman.

I propose to you if hopefully the United States would agree because she's Chairman the most important active person in the whole sphere of this disability issues.

She's the Chairman of the GCI what we call the joint coordination activity group for disabled.

She attend all meetings of the D sector and the T sector and for her she has dedicated all her life for disability, Chairman.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

And I think with that we can adopt the agenda.

Agenda adopted.

Now I want to go to Item Number 3 in the Agenda Item.

This is ICT accessibility of persons with disabilities, and we have three documents for consideration.

These are documents ACP/12/27, USA/15/12.

And Syria 75/2.

I would like to call upon for brief introduction not more than three minutes and we can have the ACP presenting the document.

ACP, you have the floor.

Yes, Australia, go ahead.

>> Representative From Australia:  Chair, I was to introduce this item.

So if I may.

The Australian Delegation would like to present this contribution ACP/12/27, telecommunications/ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities on behalf of the APT Member States.

Given the importance of the need to support initiatives to promote telecommunications and ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities, this contribution proposes that PP10 adopt an accessibility related Resolution which would provide a greater contributory role for the ITU on this issue.

This Resolution will also provide a useful complementary action to the accessibility related Resolution adopted at the WTDC in May 2010, and the world telecommunications standardization assembly.

Thank you, Chair.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Australia.

Now I wish to ask the United States to present the proposal.

Thank you, USA.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, we're pleased to introduce to the Working Group of the Plenary the draft Resolution dealing with telecommunications/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities.

Mr. Chairman, we recognize in the first instance the work being done by the ITU in the standardization sector at the world telecommunication standardization assembly, and it's Resolution 70 as well as the recently concluded World Telecommunication Development Conference, all three have identified as important work on disability issues.

We would also note, Mr. Chairman, that there's considerable evidence of the need for work in this area.

The world health organization estimates that 10% of the world's population are persons with disabilities.

Mr. Chairman, we further recall a number agreements reached at the international level including the Tunis commitment of the World Summit on Information Society, the Phuket Declaration on tsunami preparedness for persons with disabilities, as well as at the global standards consortium an agreement to encourage greater cooperation and collaboration among global, regional and National standardization bodies to deal with issues of disabilities.

We then Mr. Chairman in this draft Resolution have certain resolves.

There are 9 of these resolves.

They are and we would leave it to the working party or the Working Group to consider each of these resolving but they do call upon the ITU to take certain actions, among these is to review the current ITU services and facility and to bring them into compliance with United Nations General Assembly Resolution 61/106.

In the Resolution, we further identify, we suggest to identify and document and disseminate examples of best practices, as well as to work collaboratively and cooperatively with disability organizations in all regions to ensure that the needs of persons with disabilities are taken into account.

These are three examples of the 9 Resolutions we have in our Resolution.

Lastly, we invite Member States and Sector Members to consider within their National legal frame works guidelines or other mechanisms to enhance accessibility and to consider introducing appropriate telecommunication services to enable persons with hearing and speech disabilities to use telecommunication services as well as we invite Member States and Sector Members to participate actively in accessibility related studies in ITU‑T, ITU R, and ITU‑D.

Mr. Chairman, we submit this Resolution for the consideration of your Working Group, and we wish to thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United States.

I now have Syria to present document 75/2, and thereafter also to be able to present the other documents.

Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, in brief, Syria here is proposal following the good example of the work of ITU‑T, I repeat, since more than 16 years, Chairman, in study group 2, they were working on disability, even before it was raised at the Summit and then at the United Nations agreement.

Chairman, ITU‑T was involved in that but not to the high enthusiastic and priority as today.

However, after Johannesburg, the WTA in Johannesburg and the adoption of Resolution 70 which gets the support of all the attendants and so many contributions again Hyderabad Chairman and we're going on Hyderabad Resolution on disability even extending that to the age disability, Chairman, which at least for me personally is something which I like very much.

I am 78, Chairman.

And I have some suffering due to age.

So Chairman, we would be happy if you create a group yourself, whatever, and I propose to you the kind lady of the United States which defends all this, in addition, and the Syrian proposal there is an invitation since we are at the Plenipotentiary to the radio sector because unfortunately the radio sector has no similar Resolution up till today.

T sector has the Resolution.

D sector have the Resolution.

Also working on that issue for a long time before even adopting the Resolution, the Plenipot is getting and we needles a similar Resolution from the ITU‑T and from the ITU‑R, Chairman.

So in brief, we would hope that with the help of the Secretariat we could create this group.

And this group we will beg you to organize its meeting outside working hours, not parallel with any official working hour, Chairman, of any Working Group or of any Committee, Chairman, and we are ready to contribute based on the three contributions to come to you with a proposal to your meeting for its consideration.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

Before perhaps we present the other documents, Bulgaria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bulgaria:  Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to inform the meeting through you that it was the idea for many in Bulgaria about the disability Resolution and it went through the preparatory meeting and it was the European common proposal and we've got it as a Resolution in the Hyderabad conference of the development, as well as we have got original project, the original initiative to go ahead in this area.

We agree with the comments and reasons for proposing this idea from the previous speakers, and we're fully supporting this.

Mr. Chairman, the problem of the aging population is bringing a lot of new problems which technology can help to alleviate to a certain extent.

However, Mr. Chairman, at the end of my statement, I would like to express my disagreement that he is among disabled people.

Still he's very active.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Bulgaria.

I would like to ask for your indulgence, since Syria needs to attend to other meetings.

Before I could open the floor to ask Syria to do the presentation of the other documents.

With that understanding, Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Your Agenda Item Number 4, in particular, Resolution 139, Antalya, about the telecommunication/ICTs to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society.

Since we believe, Chairman, that the digital divide exists and we should continue to take action, and that instructions on this should come from the highest level of the ITU, which is the Plenipotentiary Conference.

When we have adopted the same Resolutions about the followup on the WSIS outcome in the development conference in Doha 2006 based on that, the Arab States proposed a new text for a Resolution 139, Chairman, which was adopted by Antalya, and here we are updating this Resolution, taking into consideration the experience gained in the last 4 years, Chairman.

This is the essence of this Resolution and I think it's worth thinking seriously, since we have 4 years of experience, Chairman, in implementing 139 Antalya 2006, that this Resolution should be updated with a new vision and new program, Chairman.

This is the proposal by the Arab States regarding Resolution 139.

I could stop for one minute, Chairman, if you like, for any question for clarification before I introduce Resolution 64, Chairman.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Any request for a clarification on that presentation?

Otherwise, we can continue.

And then come back to any clarification.

Syria, you can continue.

>> Representative From Syria:  It was revised in Antalya, which comes to this meeting as a proposal by the Arab States number ‑‑ in document 16, addendum 38, is the same Resolution adopted at both the standardization sector, Chairman, and the D sector, and both of them have updated this Resolution.

It's time now to update this Resolution regarding the non‑discriminatory access to modern telecommunication/ICT facilities and services, and, Chairman, this was agreed unanimously at all Plenipotentiary Conferences, this Resolution dated back 12 years I mean, 4 ‑‑ sorry, 16 years, 4 Plenipotentiary Conferences, and this is purely an update and the continuation of using this Resolution to the benefit of those countries which sometimes from time to time are exposed to some discriminatory accesses so this is the proposal in document 64, Chairman, sorry, in document Arab 16/38.

I stop now for any clarification, Chairman.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Any comments on document ARB/16/38?

Any brief comments?

I think we'll be able to come back on some of the issues.

United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, we would ask your clarification as to how we are going to proceed.

We understand that Mr. Kisrawi will need to leave to go to another Committee.

How are we going to proceed in the discussion of these proposals made on behalf of the Arab group?

We would have a number of comments with respect to this document but we also would wish your guidance on how we're going to go forward after this has been introduced.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, that's a challenge we have but we did understand he needed to leave.

What Syria wanted is to present quickly the concept of these recommendations, and then once we have the discussion we'll be able to proceed perhaps either through drafting or other group.

Syria, perhaps you may want to offer some clarification to what I've said.

Syria?

>> Representative From Syria: ‑‑ properly.

The actual experience with this Resolution as I told you is that the Chairman will create a group, nominate a coordinator of that ad hoc group to take all proposals, Chairman, all those interested in, and give a time element and timetable for this group to provide you the ‑‑ with the answers, and the agreed text, Chairman.

I welcome the proposal by United States, because United States was very active in drafting this Resolution, Chairman, and I hope that they will join any group you will create for such an issue.

This applied, also ‑‑ could apply, Chairman, to the 139, but, of course, after you have full‑time discussion of the issues and, of course, I'm just proposing to you what happens in the past regarding the two Resolutions.

It was a decision of the Committee where these Resolutions belong to create another group with a Chairman who would be responsible taking into consideration general debate as this meeting and any other comments and provide you a proposed answer.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

I wanted us to go back to Agenda Item Number 3, but before I do that, Bangladesh, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bangladesh:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

But our intention was to make comments on agenda Item 3, so when you come back to that, we would appreciate if you'd please give us the floor.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you.

Come back to Romania.

Sorry, United Kingdom.

>> Representative From United Kingdom:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Good afternoon.

On the proposals we've just heard, 16/38 and 16/52, we also have a number of queries and comments to make on them, and we somewhat think that we ought to make initial comments in this particular group, because it may be that we don't need to set up Working Groups for all of these issues.

Obviously, I beg your indulgence.

You're the Chairman and you will do what is best.

But certainly for us, it's best to try and resolve as many issues without going separate Working Groups, if that be possible.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United Kingdom.

I think we'll look into that.

With the indulgence, I think we go back to Agenda Item Number 3.

We have already had the presentation, and now welcome comments on Agenda Item Number 3, that is ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities.

From the floor, there was some suggestion that since the three documents are not very wide apart, that perhaps we could have a drafting group which is able to look at three submissions and be able to consolidate and harmonize the three documents, and the suggestion was that USA could Chair this drafting group, and we invite the three other members to join in.

I table this for your consideration, and if there are any other comments, also we can have them at this point.

The floor is open.

Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you, Chairman.

We would be more than happy if United States would accept to share this group calling upon Madam Andrea Saks of the United States, the JCI Chair, which is really the one who has been involved this issue for years, Chairman, if she could join us at this and we leave it to the United States if they could nominate her to Chair the meeting or somebody else, but we need her presence.

And we appreciate your proposal and this is the best way forward.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

We have Bangladesh.

Bangladesh, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bangladesh:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

We can also very well support the idea of constituting a Working Group to look into all three Resolutions at one goal, but for practical purposes, it would perhaps not be possible for this Delegation to take part in that ‑‑ in the work of that Working Group, so with your permission, Chair, we would like to make some comments on particularly Agenda Item 3 and we'd like to reserve our rights to come back to Agenda Item 4, if need be, at a later stage.

And we would like to thank, in particular, APT, USA and the Syrian Arab Republic for their proposals.

We do see great merit in this issue.

Bangladesh is a party to the CRPD, the Convention of the rights of persons with disabilities, and we are currently working on formulating enabling legislation in compliance with the Convention.

The ICT policy that had been promulgated by the Government last year also recognizes the rights of persons with disabilities for access to telecommunications and ICT.

Along that line, we would like to highlight three particular issues as regards the three proposals that we have in front of us.

We can agree with the texts as they have been presented.

We do find some useful elements in the APT proposal for sure and we also thank the USA Delegation for adding the issue of accessibility to ITU campus and other materials and documents as part of their suggestion, suggested text.

We also find some usefulness in the Syrian Republic's to instruct ITU to come up with an action plan.

This is we hope the Working Group would try to retain or preserve while they go through their task.

We would very much like ITU to come up with an action plan involving all three directorates and in particular in collaboration with relevant agencies.

Here we'd like to highlight we think the involvement of the cooperation with other relevant agencies working on disability issues should first be outlined in the action plan before we ask ITU to start collaborating or cooperating with these agencies.

The reason why we say this, because not all agencies or Nongovernmental Organizations working on disability issues are involved in access to ICT or telecommunication issues, so first up we would very much at least this Delegation would very much like to see a clear action plan coming from ITU, and that can further determine the cause of action as it pertains to the work of organizations and entities outside Member States or with the competence to deal with disability issues.

And finally, Mr. Chair, when we talk about or encourage or invite Member States to develop appropriate legislations or legislative frameworks, we would like to underscore the need for international cooperation.

This is an issue which should be factored into the Resolutions, especially for countries like Bangladesh, which have policy and ‑‑ lack of policy and fiscal space, the issue of international cooperation would be vital for us if we should acquire the ability to implement the legislative fame works that we're developing in compliance with CRPT and other ITU Resolutions.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Bangladesh.

We have Australia asking for the floor.

>> Representative From Australia:  Thank you, Chair.

Just briefly, Australia welcomes the suggestion of forming I think he called it a drafting group.

We think that's a sensible next step, and we would be happy to be part of such a drafting group.

I actually introduced the proposal on behalf of the APT so Australia would wish to participate both individually and on behalf of the APT but I'd also like to flag that other A PT members may also wish to participate directly, as well.

Thank you, Chair.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Australia.

We have two countries asking for the floor.

I'd like to close this list since it looks we have a consensus but before I do that Indonesia, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Indonesia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Yes, we would like to support the other Delegations of supporting the drafting group Chaired by the U.S. 

As an APT member, of course, we support the APT proposal, and we heard Bangladesh suggesting additional material here.

Now, this is just a procedure what we would like to propose to you, Mr. Chairman, is that because we have some difficulties to attend all these Working Groups or Committees and drafting groups, if it's possible with you, Mr. Chairman.

We would like to ask the Chairman of the drafting group that before a kind of meeting, she could or he could compile the three proposals from the ACP, as has been put forth by Australia, and the Arab group, and the U.S. itself.

This would ease our burden, and if in case they could not attend, they still could submit additional material, so for us, if there is no announcement, excuse me, if there is no draft being circulated through the email or something like that, then the box for Indonesia could be put in box 265, and, Mr. Chairman, we heard from additional material from Bangladesh that we would like to support, however.

If it's possible that he could put that in kind of written material alongside with the other proposals.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Indonesia.

Vietnam, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Vietnam:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Vietnam also supports your proposal to form a drafting group and to invite the United States of America to Chair this drafting group.

And Vietnam is also happy to be part of this Working Group and to participate in this drafting group.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Vietnam.

I think with that we have a consensus to have a drafting group.

Before we ask U.S. to confirm this, I'd just like to say that as the Secretariat, we have packaged the three proposals.

We have done track changes.

We have a draft working document which should make the work of the drafting group very easy and with this and your permission, we should be able to circulate the same document so that you're able to see the three proposals, and we think this should fasten the work of the Working Group.

USA perhaps will kindly ask you to facilitate this.

Perhaps you could comment on this.

USA, you have the floor. 

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of Ms. Andrea Saks, we are pleased to Chair this group.

We would request, however, that the meeting of the group be done during regular office ‑‑ during the hours of this Plenipotentiary, because there is a requirement for captioning in order to conduct most effectively the drafting group, so we leave that in your hands, Mr. Chairman.

But we would be pleased through Ms. Andrea Saks to Chair this group.

We would ask the Secretariat to find the appropriate place and time during regular hours for that purpose.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.S.

We shall endeavor to do that.

And as I say, the Secretariat has prepared a working document.

We should be able to make your work much faster than anticipated.

Thank you.

With that now we go to Agenda Item Number 4, and with this, we have a number of documents, some of which have been presented by Syria, so I'll ask now ACP to present document 12/50.

ACP, you have the floor.

This is on telecommunication/ICT to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive Information Society.

Vietnam, you're still asking for the floor?

Vietnam, you have the floor before.

You're going to present the document.

Vietnam this, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Vietnam:  Vietnam on behalf of APT Member States present document ACP/12/50 on revisions in Resolutions 159.

We know that the telecommunications/ICTs environment is changing very fast with development of technologies, new services and applications, which have significant implications for bridging the digital divide and bringing other information societies.

This proposal is APT's intent to update the Resolution 159 to cover the reasons of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2010.

Revisions of Resolutions 139 continue to reflect the efforts by ITU in assisting Member States in bridging the digital divide and implementing the goals of world some mitts on information societies on building inclusive information societies.

With this, APT members submit the document for Working Group Plenary to consider and decide.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Vietnam.

I'd now like to open the floor for comments on Resolution 139 on the two documents.

The floor is open.

I see no requests for the floor.

I'm advised that most of the changes we have here we should be able to accommodate them in this Resolution.

If I have that consensus, the Secretariat should be able to do this.

Any comments of the floor?

United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From united States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

And we would wish to express our appreciation for the introduction of this Resolution.

Mr. Chairman, we believe that as we review this Resolution, that there is a updating of the Resolution based on time, the 4 years since 2006, and that the changes that are referenced are to Hyderabad and to ‑‑ also to keeping in mind important issues of enabling and fostering the growth of sustained development, and that, Mr. Chairman, we believe that consistent with those revisions that this Resolution should be adopted as quickly as possible, and we'd wish to express again our appreciation for the revisions found in the ACP 12/50.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United States.

I see no other requests for the floor.

The recommendation is that we revise the Resolution and adopt the changes as contained.

If that is acceptable, then we adopt ‑‑ we revise the recommendation with those changes.

Thank you.

Thank you, membership.

For that.

Now we move on to Resolution 64 and now I'll ask ‑‑ I believe this is Venezuela.

Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Apologize of asking for the floor.

Chairman, I don't think this issue which is critical could be discussed or debated at a large scale.

Chairman, I would appreciate highly if you could invite comments, and then create another other group which will deal with this Resolution, Chairman.

I am ready to Chair that group if you allow me.

I did it before twice, Chairman.

But could I ask you a favor, Chairman, just to introduce the last document?

Because I need to rush to Committee 5, Chairman.

If you could allow me to introduce document under Agenda Item 5 and leave the decisions for both documents to you, Chairman.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

We'll do that in a moment.

Can we agree on Resolution 64 before we present the next document?

Again the changes here are not substantive.

Syria has offered to do the drafting.

Can we have this proposal, second that for Syria to be able to Chair Resolution 64 and incorporate the changes.

The changes are not very substantive.

Secretariat has a draft that can be circulated with track changes and Syria can be able to ‑‑ United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, we would, as we were looking at Venezuela 81/3, that there may be changes in Resolution 64 that are not simply editorial, that there may be, in fact, substantive changes that would require review in this Working Group, as well as further discussion.

So, Mr. Chairman, we could not agree at this time of moving this quickly to a drafting group.

We would prefer to have a discussion in this Working Group.

We would also, Mr. Chairman, note at this stage that if we maybe I a drafting group for each of the agenda items, we will very quickly exhaust the resources of all Delegations, so, Mr. Chairman, we would ask, in your wisdom, how to deal with that, what may pose to be a considerable problem for all Delegations.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United States.

With that understanding, let me give the floor to Syria to be able to present, and then we'll come back to that document for a full discussion.

Syria, you can present the document so that we allow you to leave.

Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, Resolution 135 was in a Resolution adopted for the first time in Antalya, Chairman, for the role of the ITU, in particular, the ITU‑D, an executive of the United Nations technical cooperation, Chairman, and based on what normally agreed at the development conferences regarding what you called the initiative, Chairman, regional, National, and interregional projects, Chairman.

This Resolution as I told you was adopted the first time in Antalya in 2006.

Now we have gained 4 years of experience by the ITU as a whole, and in particular, the ITU‑D who chairs a similar Resolution, Chairman.

And this is the governing Resolution for the executive role of the ITU, in general, as an executive body, Chairman, for such projects.

And most of the proposals here are editorials, taking into consideration, Chairman, the updated Resolution at Hyderabad, and the encourage to continue the success of this implementation, Chairman.

I hope this Resolution will not create any difficulty, Chairman.

A similar and more detailed one in Hyderabad have taken place ‑‑ have been adopted, Chairman.

And so for that reason, I am at your disposal for any clarification, not forgetting that now, the D‑sector, Chairman and the whole ITU are becoming responsible for the implementation of action line C2, C5, C6 Chairman in the Tunis agenda so this is ‑‑ but it has ‑‑ I hope this will not create any difficulty to any administration, Chairman, regarding the updating of this Resolution.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

If we need any clarification, we'll come back to you.

Now I want to go back to Resolution 64, and I don't know whether Venezuela is there to present the document, or we just take the comments.

Venezuela?

Venezuela, you have the floor to present the document, 81/3.

Venezuela.

>> Representative From Venezuela:  Thank you, Chairman.

For the Bolivia Republic of Venezuela.

It's an honor to submit for consideration of this Working Group proposal 231 related to non‑discriminatory access to telecommunication/information and communication technology facilities and services.

The work of guaranteeing non‑discriminatory access is particularly relevant work as part of the International Telecommunications Union's general work and indeed for our country.

However, it's obvious that the risks involved in the use of ICTs such as will electronic fraud, child prostitution, cyberbullying, cyberterrorism and crime increase in these circumstances, from young children, there is a particular risk and they require protection from everyone because whatever their position, whatever country's positions, the need, the protection of their life and of their condition.

Therefore, the purpose of our proposal is to include the same levels of security and protection with all services, irrespective of the position of the people access to those services.

We also seek to provide greater equity in services provided by both the public and the private sector, this with a view to reducing the size of the digital divide.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Venezuela.

The floor is now open to discuss the two submissions.

Cuba, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Cuba:  Thank you very much, Chairman.

It seems to me that what was just stated by the distinguished delegate of Syria a few moments ago is absolutely relevant.

The changes being made in the Venezuelan proposal are basically fully in step with what has been done on many issues already dealt with within the ITU, for example, cybersecurity.

I personally feel that we should proceed as the delegate of Syria suggested.

We can deal with the drafting, and then we can get a move on from there, because that way, I think we'll save time, which we desperately do need to save.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Cuba.

Any requests from the floor?

United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, this Resolution, as we have indicated, does not simply contain editorial changes.

There are matters of some substance in the sense that conclusions are reached about the nature of the Internet and its services in the Resolution as presented by Venezuela, and the implications of those services.

These are not editorial matters.

These are conclusions by the distinguished delegate of Venezuela.

Mr. Chairman, we would believe that as you look at, for example, taking into account further that this item deserves some considerable discussion.

Now, again, we're in your hands, but do we do it here?

Or where do we do it?

But that is not an item that, for example, as drafted, that the United States could support.

So, Mr. Chairman, we would also suggest that in the resolves, it calls upon the ITU to encourage the use of information protection mechanisms and minimum conditions of security.

It is unclear to us what is meant here in terms of what are information protection mechanisms and minimum conditions of security.

But in any case Mr. Chairman we would have some difficulty with those provisions as drafted, but as we say, Mr. Chairman, we're in your hands but we do think this is a matter of ‑‑ that requires further discussion.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United States.

U.K., you have the floor.

>> Representative From United Kingdom:  Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

We, too, would like to join and thank the distinguished delegate of Venezuela for this interesting proposal.

I think it does indeed raise very interesting issues.

We would see it ‑‑ we would like to discuss it now.

We would like to go through it.

We think we can ‑‑ we don't have total agreement on a couple of the resolves but we think with some editorial changes, they could be acceptable.

I think we're all, probably most of us, are in favor of promoting good information security, but having a minimum level of security might be a problem.

That's something we've been trying to find for a long time I suppose but it's difficult without a definition but certainly we'd be very happy to discuss it.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.K.

We have Brazil.

Brazil, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

It's only to support this document presented by the distinguished delegate of Venezuela, and looking at invites the Government and the other sessions we have here in this document we can say that this proposal qualifies some topics and they are very important to direct the work of the Union and the membership.

Thank you very much.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Brazil.

I see no other requests for the floor.

From the presentations, it's clear that we do agree with the document.

However, there are certain reservations.

What we need to decide is whether we can be able to are resolve those drafting either their policy issues or editorial in the room now.

Do we have any proposals from the floor?

Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, I would apologize to you.

I'll be obliged to leave the room because they call for me now to present the other proposals in Committee 5, Chairman.

I would ask you kindly either to defer this debate to your next meeting, or Chairman, to call upon the group, I am no more insisting to be the Chairman of this group.

You can find a different Chairman, for instance, Brazil as we have heard intervention, and, Chairman, have a normal Working Group who could work together, discuss issues, have explanation from the authors of the documents, Chairman.

Chairman, the one for the Arab States is representing the views of the Arab States.

It's not representing the views of Syria so this is my proposal to you Chairman and I wish you all luck, and thank you very much, Chairman, for your indulgence towards the Arab proposal, Chairman.

We're still having one.

We hope that this my colleagues from Emirates will present it to you, Chairman, and we hope that you could finish with your agenda before the end of the day.

Thank you, Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Syria.

Thank you for that reminder.

Brazil, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I think we can go a simple way.

I think we are very close to finish this document, because as we have heard about the proposals, maybe we can join a small draft group here after this meeting.

Maybe we can find a solution for this in a very quick moment.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Brazil.

Bulgaria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bulgaria:  Thank you, Chairman.

We also think that the most efficient way to handle this issue will be in the small drafting group, but please do not appoint this drafting group to start work straight after your own meeting because you have a Plenary.

We have agreed during the Plenary there would be nothing in parallel, so, Mr. Chairman, I would suggest then that perhaps you would give this task for the early morning hours of Monday.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Bulgaria.

Thank you.

I think we, that proposal we could go with a drafting group.

Secretariat again, we've tried to bring these changes, so we already have a document which straight away can be looked into.

And I would like to ask the contributors as well as those interested if we could be able to come together and we look for a convener for this drafting group, and then thereafter, they can be able to report back to us.

I want to ask for Syria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Syria:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, please excuse me myself.

I will accept any convener you'd propose yourself because I should rush to the other room.

I apologize to you, Chairman.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Could we request Brazil to convene this group?

Brazil?

You have the floor, Brazil.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Yeah.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Yeah, we can do this.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you.

And like I say, as a Secretariat, we had already compared a document which should make your work much faster.

Thank you, Brazil.

>> C. Njoroge:  Thank you.

Now we to go agenda item number 5.

We have this document is ITU's role in development of telecommunications for ICTs in providing technical assistance and advice.

To developing countries and in implementing national, regional and interregional projects.

We have three documents one has been presented by Syria.

Document SCP/12/45.

Vietnam, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Vietnam: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

On behalf of APT Member State present ACP/12/45 on revisions of resolutions 135.

Mr. Chairman, considering the needs of member countries, ITU has carrier activities through three sectors in order to exist member countries, especially developing countries.

In development of telecommunication, ICTs networks and services.

Recently WTTC approved the action plan consisting of five programs and written in ‑‑ that address the specific needs of reasons in this relation.

This proposal intend to update the resolution 135 in current progress of work operations and efforts of ITU with this APT member submit the document for you to consider and decide.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

>> C. Njoroge: The next is IAP/36/22.

Mexico, you have the floor.

Mexico, you have the floor to present the document on behalf of inter‑America.

With.

[no English translation]

Can you hear the interpretation now?

Can you hear the interpretation?

>> Interpreter:  Interpreter apologizes, can you begin again, please?

>> C. Njoroge:  Thank you, we'll continue with the presentation.

>> Representative From Mexico:  We have some modifications to propose to resolution 135.

In order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of what ITU is doing in this respect to ensure that the appropriate resources are invested in the services which developing countries require.

This requires knowing about the national plans within which countries will benefit from ITU's assistance and that in itself requires more effective measuring of the benefits which the projects actually bring to developing countries.

Sometimes a beneficiary country does not have a National plan and when that happens we would like ITU to provide assistance to help the country develop precisely such a kind of National plan.

That is my very brief presentation of our submission.

Of ACP 36/22. 

>> C. Njoroge: Now we have the three documents as presented.

Now open the floor for comments, the floor is open.

Any comments from the floor?

United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, we believe that the proposal made by Vietnam on behalf of APT and the proposal made by Mexico on behalf of CITEL are very close.

The CITEL proposal being the principle difference but that calls for National plans and as has been indicated there is a need to provide for that capacity building.

We would, through you, Mr. Chairman, perhaps we could resolve then that specific difference with the proposal made by Vietnam, very quickly.

And therefore, conclude that the two versions could be acceptable as modified by CITEL.

Now, if we turn then to the Arab proposal, Mr. Chairman, that is there are significantly more changes.

And these changes again are not editorial, but substantive.

And including the striking or ‑‑ striking of recallings, but also perhaps more importantly there seems to be addition with respect to recalling C, that, Mr. Chairman, we would ask through you perhaps to the legal advisor clarification.

Which is that it refers to the six regions and we presume that means the six regions of the ITU, we would just simply seek clarification as to what ‑‑ as to which six regions this refers.

But certainly with respect to APT and the proposal of CITEL they are very close and we believe we could find very quickly a consolidated draft with respect to those two proposals if Mexico and Vietnam were to agree.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.S.

Any comments from the floor?

The proposal is that we be able to accept the modifications apart from that clarification from the legal position.

Could we accept the proposal and ask the Secretariat to confirm the calling C in terms of the regions.

Any other alternative view on this?

We could accept United States you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you for allowing us to come back so quickly.

It is our position that two of the draft resolutions are very close.

That provided by Vietnam and that provided by Mexico.

And we believe those two draft resolutions can find a common position very quickly if Mexico and Vietnam were to agree.

However, Mr. Chairman, we do not believe that the Arab group proposal is in the same category.

There are changes that need to be clarified that are procedural and important to the union.

And that we again believe that further discussion at least with respect to that resolution needs to be made.

But we do not believe that that resolution is yet subject to agreement, certainly not by this delegation.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.S.

I want to come back and first ask, can we take the two proposals and we leave out the Syrian proposal which requires legal advice.

I want to table that to the meeting.

Any comments from the floor?

Can we accept the two near proposal which can be harmonized?

I see no objection.

We adopt those ones, however, on the Syrian proposal it requires legal advice on the six regions, so for the time being before introducing any new change that we must get a new legal advice.

If that is acceptable then we could move with that caveat and have this issue resolved.

Is that acceptable?

U.S. would like perhaps, is that acceptable?

U.S., you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

We can go along with your summary as we understand that the Arab group proposal still needs further review including that of the legal advisor but with respect to the proposal of Mexico and Vietnam, we understand that those can be moved forward and reconciled.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.S.

Egypt, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Egypt:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, clearly there are three proposals on the same issue.

We would think that it would be in order to get the clarification and then try to merge all three proposals together.

We would feel that this would be the right way to ‑‑ but to leave out one proposal.

Leave that in a difficult position, thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Egypt.

We have Vietnam asking for the floor.

Vietnam, you have the floor.

>> Representative From thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you ‑‑ thanks to U.S. for recognizing the documents, we agree with your suggestion that we go along with ‑‑ proposals InterAmericas presented by Mexico.

Thank you. 

>> C. Njoroge: Bulgaria, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bulgaria:  We believe also that this issue would deserve more detailed discussions.

However, what they would be taking place it's up to you to decide and to summarize the feeling of this meeting.

However, Mr. Chairman, we'd like to suggest through you, will this be possible technically that we see the number of the document we're discussing on this screen, we know that today's is 8 of October but we'd like to know whose document we're discussing at the moment.

>> C. Njoroge: We have noted, with your permission so that we can conclude this issue the alternative views that to conclude this document we first of all get the legal advice or what we seek to do, it's my proposal that sings we have a consensus on the two submissions that we harmonize that and also as we harmonize the Syrian proposal gets legal interpretation and then once the document is packaged can be brought back for your consideration.

Mexico, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Mexico:  Thank you very much, Chairman.

I just wanted to support your last couple of comments.

We would agree that the CITEL proposal could go with the Asia‑Pacific proposal and we also think it will be helpful to have the legal opinion from the legal advisor of the ITU.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Mexico.

Senegal, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Senegal:  Thank you, Sir.

I simply wanted to support the proposal made by the Bulgarian delegation that we see the document up on the screen because that would be much more helpful in terms of helping us to know where we were and making a contribution to the discussion.

Thank you.

Could the interpreters please remind delegates when speaking to take their earphones well away from their microphones to avoid feedback.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you.

We shall endeavor to ensure that the documents are displayed so you'll know what documents and the discussion.

I think with that we could conclude this matter.

And to say that be coming back to the harmonized document together with legal interpretation.

So that we can consider this document again.

I see no objection to that and with that understanding I'd like to thank you and we can move on to the next agenda item.

The next item is on terminology, we have number of ‑‑ terminologies, we have number of documents relating to resolution 142.

We have documents from three regions.

Like to ask U.S. to present first document which is USA/15/39.

USA you have the floor.

>> Representative From USA:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, it is our proposal to suppress resolution 142 which is the review of terminology used in the ITU constitution and convention.

This resolution's work has been completed.

The resolution resolved to instruct Council to establish a working group to review the terminology and constitution convention in particular the use of the term "Telecommunications" the working group was established by council 2007 and it has presented its report to Council 2009 in document Council 909.

The work of this, under this resolution, Mr. Chairman, has been completed so we propose its suppression.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, USA, we have the next document ACP/12/66.

Korea, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Korea:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, on behalf of APT Korea is also with ‑‑ accepts the proposal.

Accepts the USA proposal.

>> C. Njoroge: The next document presented by Arab state countries this is ARB, United Arab Emirates, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United Arab Emirates:  Mr. Chairman, thank you very much, I'd like to congratulate you for your election to chair this working group.

Regarding the Arab proposal of document 16 from 7 to ‑‑ to 79.

The proposal is to update the constitution in order for it to reflect the role of the union regarding the terminology on information and communications. in general terms, and particularly cybersecurity.

Of course, you know that the convergence of information and communications technology has been very quick, very important and the ITU has very significant role to play in the progress made by this sector.

So this document is proposing certain amendments in ‑‑ to certain articles of the ‑‑ played by the ITU in this area.

We have made several proposals that describe in detail the role of the ITU particularly in developing countries and in the least developed countries in order to help these countries to implement the strategy.

This would be the summary of the intention of this proposal which is 27.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you.

I now want to ask whether we have a consensus to suppress resolution 142.

The floor is open.

Any opposing view?

The proposal is to suppress resolution 142.

I see consensus.

The proposal is adopted.

We now go to resolution 67.

We only have a few minutes before starting the next session.

Resolution 67 will be presented again.

There are three proposals.

There's one proposal by Arab states that is ARB/16/64.

United Arab Emirates, you have the floor to present this document.

>> Representative From United Arab Emirates:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman since I have the floor in order to save time I'd like to introduce the three Arab proposal concurrently.

One is already been accepted by the floor.

Which is in regard to the suppression of resolution 142.

In regard to resolution 67, our proposal is to suppress that as well, resolution 67 which considered it as result of technical progress in the development of operating matters it might be desirable to revise some of the definitions in order instructed Secretary‑General to submit to council any changes accepted by conference to definitions which are in the in excess to the conference.

This has not been updated since its adoption in 1994.

And there for the Arab group proposes to suppress this resolution.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, United Arab Emirates.

The proposal is to suppress resolution 67.

Any alternative view from the floor?

The floor is open.

I see nobody asking for the floor.

Canada, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Canada:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Canada is not in the position to support the deletion of resolution 67.

We believe that resolution 67 provide a mechanism to actually change the definition and we don't believe that because no change has been made since 1994 is sufficient to actually delete the resolution.

Thank you, Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Canada.

Any alternative view?

United Arab Emirates you have the floor.

>> Representative from United Arab Emirates: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

It's to suppress resolution 67 and have draft new resolution proposed which is appearing in the document Arab 16/63.

And since definitions are integral part of the constitution and convention the Arab states are proposing a new resolution for establishing a permanent council working group to review the terminology used in the constitution and convention.

The terms much the reference of this group and the associated resolution are attached in Arab group document 16/63.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: With that clarification, Canada, you may want to perhaps respond to that?

Or any other country?

Canada, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Canada:  Chairman, I heard from the distinguished delegate from UAE that he has some alternative proposal.

So maybe before making the decision we'd like to hear about this alternative proposal.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Canada.

U.S., you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

With the intervention of Canada we do not believe that we need to make a further intervention.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.S.

The proposal is to suppress resolution 67 and to create another working group of the Council.

UAE, you have the floor.

>> Representative From UAE:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

You have summed it very well.

Our proposal to suppress resolution 67 in addition to 142 which is already been suppressed, and form a new council permanent working group which will deal with the terminologies related to the constitution and convention.

This is a proposal.

Thank you very much.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, UAE.

We have a proposal to suppress the resolution 67 create working group of the Council.

Canada ‑‑ U.S., you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Again, we thank you for allowing us to come back so quickly.

Mr. Chairman, there are currently and concurrently a number of proposals to create working groups of Council, not the least of which is a proposal to create a working group of Council for the stabilization of the constitution and convention.

Mr. Chairman, we would suggest to you and to the working group of the plenary that all such proposals of new working groups be held in abeyance until we can consider all of them together.

So that we do not create working groups that are inconsistent with the work done in other parts of the Plenipotentiary.

So, Mr. Chairman, we would ask through you to the distinguished delegate of the United Arab Emirates to hold in abeyance this proposal until we can see all proposals for new working groups of Council.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: The view is that we hold on to this proposal.

UAE, you have the floor.

>> Representative From UAE:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

This is the position much the group at the moment and we'd like to hold to that.

And we agree to the U.S. proposal that we can probably wait and see what happens in the other Council working groups are established but this is the Arab group proposal at the moment to have this council working group on terminologies.

Thank you very much.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, UAE for that understanding.

I think with that we can hold on to resolution 67 but bear in mind that any working group must be done at the end before the ends of the Plenipotentiary.

Thank you.

Now move to the last item which is ICT definition.

We have two presentations.

One from Sap ‑‑ ACP and one from the African group.

We've 12/3.

ACP you have the floor.

New Zealand, you have the floor.

>> Representative From New Zealand:  Thank you, chair.

I'm talking to document 12 the Asia Pacific common proposal and proposal number 3.

For no change to the text concerning a definition for ICT and in particular telecommunications.

We believe this would retain the flexibility that exists at the moment and reflect the changing impact of ICT in the ITU.

This proposal for no change recognizes existing definition of telecommunications is broad and is inclusive of the ICT concepts, it's enduring, it has been used in the Union for many years.

Therefore, proposal for no change, Chairman.

But if the definition were to be changed, there are wide ranging implications throughout all our texts which would need to be studied and considered carefully.

Mr. Chairman, telecommunications is the core of the Union.

It is everywhere throughout our text.

You cannot simply change the definition without considering the impact of that throughout all of those texts.

And we note that definition changes should really flow from substantive changes in the main text rather than just changing a definition.

If there was a need for new definition from some substantive change we would submit it should be put in to the process being considered in this conference for a stable constitution.

So, chair, we believe the term serves well should be maintained without change, thank you, chair.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you for that.

We have the second proposal.

This is from the African group proposal 71/9.

Document AFCP/71/9.

On ICT definition with African group.

Any representative who is ready to present this document?

From the African group?

Uganda, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Uganda:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman, I'm not the official coordinator of this proposal on behalf of the African group but since I'm around, I could attempt to present it, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, the proposal from Africa is proposing modification of the definition of "Telecommunications" to include information communication technologies in the annex to the ITU constitution.

And under the new proposed definition of "Telecommunications" reads as follows:  Any emission, reception or processing of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds or intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole, in part or a combination thereof, by means of wire, radio, optical, computer, electromagnetic or any other systems.

I thank you, chair.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Uganda for taking up the presentation of that resolution.

Or proposal.

With the two briefs I think now we can open the floor.

The floor is open for discussion on ICT definition.

We have Russia asking for the floor.

>> Representative From Russia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Russia for very long has expressed that it would like to enlarge the activities of the ITU.

We are in favor of having the term "Telecommunications" interpreted in a larger manner.

Regarding the activities of the ITU.

We would say, telecommunications/ICT.

In this regards we feel that it is indispensable to consider the possibility of introducing the definition of telecommunications in the framework of the activities of ITU and in the definition of the corresponding documents of our union.

For us, we would not agree in putting a full stop to the issue we should consider this again when we look at the constitution and The Convention.

Because of this, whatever the decision made regarding this part of the text today in the Plenipotentiary we believe that the analysis of this proposal, which is to enlarge the activities of the ITU include the ICT which is important for us to consider this analysis.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Russia.

We are running out of time.

We have three countries asking for the floor.

I'll request that we get this discussion moving at a different time or day.

And for now we just take United States, Cuba and U.K.

United States, you have the floor.

>> Representative From United States:  I thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I do appreciate that we're moving very closely to the end of this session.

I will be brief.

We would associate with the intervention made by the Asia pacific telecommunity, the Asia Pacific common proposal that proposes no change to the definition of telecommunications.

We agree that it is sufficiently broad already and has served well the work of the ITU.

Secondly, Mr. Chairman, we hold this position as a procedural matter since we are also in committee 5 dealing with the stabilization of the constitution and convention and we would not want to prejudge that discussion by reaching a conclusion in this working group on a matter so important as the definition of the term "Telecommunications."

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.S.

U.K. you have the floor.

>> Representative From U.K.:  Thank you very much.

Mr. Chairman, we also fully support the proposal put forward by ACP this is a very difficult area I know, but we support no overall change to this resolution at this stage, thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, U.K.

Cuba, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Cuba:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I think that the definition of "Telecommunications" is more than 30 or 40 years ago when we debated The Convention of the ITU, I think it was in Malaga, of course, I cannot remember exactly, maybe even before that.

I think many years have gone by, Sir.

And the telecommunications are not similar to what we had 40 years ago.

So, we support the idea of broadening this definition to present times so that it may be everlasting for The Convention and constitution, thank you, Sir.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Cuba.

We have Indonesia.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Indonesia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Just to say, we heard the ACP proposal and as a member of APT also has been expressed by the U.S. and the U.K. it's too fundamental just to change it and we feel that the existing definition already covers very wide scope and we feel that it will be able to withstand the next ages.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you.

I call upon Turkey.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Turkey:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Since the definitions in the terminology will be studied in the term 2010 and 2014 term, we believe that there is no need to consider a change currently.

So we would like to associate ourselves with previous speakers who proposed no change.

Thank you very much.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Turkey.

We have Mexico and lastly we are closing with Brazil.

Mexico, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Mexico:  I think that we may, Mr. Chairman, I think we can continue with the debate.

Yes, sir.

I think that since this topic is most important and the definition may be very broad, I think we must continue the discussion, the debate and not make a decision right now.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Brazil.

You have the floor.

Then we will close the list.

Brazil, can ahead.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

It is only to align with some of the previous speakers that Brazil also has the idea that this kind of definition, we don't have to change anything right now.

So the position of Brazil is just to keep the previous definition.

Thank you.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you, Brazil.

Thank you.

We propose that this issue be referred to committee 5 then thereafter we can bring it back, even though there seems to be some consensus that at the moment there should be no change.

If that is acceptable we're going to refer this matter to committee 5 then, thereafter, we'll be able to reflect it back to this committee.

If there's no alternative view to that, then our proposal is that we to go committee 5 then we come back to the issue of definition.

I see no alternative view.

With that, we can conclude the matter.

Thank you very much.

The last agenda item is on ARB, in that we are running out of time, perhaps I'm ask the Secretariat to give us the ‑‑ in terms of our program for tomorrow.

Secretariat, you have the floor.

>> A. Ntoko:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.

During this session we did agree that we were going to have two groups.

One group to deal with accessibilities and ICTs.

And we also have a group which is going to look at the review of one of the resolutions.

What we'll do is, Secretariat is going to please take a look at what is on the screens, we are going to look at our planning to try to make sure that we get an estimate of the number of delegates who would want to participate through the chairs.

So, if you are interested in participating in any of the groups you have had ‑‑ the chairs have been designated, Brazil is chair for one of the groups.

The United States is a chair for another group.

So I would suggest that you either leave a note or you contact the chairs of this group and give an indication if you would be interested in participating in the meeting.

That will give us an idea what types of rooms we can allocate and also when the meeting can take place.

The second thing is for the group which is going to meet on accessibilities and ICTs, we would need to make sure that we have the necessary facilities to enable this group work using tools that will make the disabled be able to participate.

So, after the meeting, this plenary and ‑‑ sorry, after this meeting and the plenary which follows we are going to ‑‑ Secretariat will look at some of the requirements based on the decisions that you have made and we'll goat back to you through the screens and through the contact with the chairs of the groups that have been agreed to.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> C. Njoroge: Thank you.

With that, we'd like to inform you that we'll be meeting tomorrow, Saturday, from 14:30 hours to 17:30 hours.

We are supposed to have a session in the morning but as of now because of the events of today, temporary shelved we'll be meeting tomorrow after lunch.

We'll be looking at the issue of the Internet tomorrow and we'll be able to circulate the agenda for tomorrow.

I'm informed that it's already on the web, please check so that we get to work tomorrow.

With that, I would like to call this session to a close.

I want to thank you all for your contributions.

Thank you. 

[ End of Session - 16:30 ]
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