ROUGHLY EDITED COPY

PLENIPOTENTIARY 2010 CONFERENCE

Guadalajara, Mexico

07 October 10

SIXTH PLENARY SESSION

9:30

Captioning Provided By:

Entreventos Logistica

Carlos Dickens 26-101

11560 Mexico, D.F.

www.entreventos.com.mx
* * *

This transcript is being provided in a rough-draft format. Captioning is provided in order to facilitate communication accessibility and may not be a totally verbatim record of the proceedings.

* * *

>> Ladies and gentlemen, please be seated, please be seated.

>> F. Borjón: Well, I'm going to observe your procedure of voting but we're going to elect the Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General, but before we begin, I would like to thank the Delegations that organized the wonderful receptions last night.

Please take your seats, ladies and gentlemen.

We're going to begin this session.

In fact, we have already started.

As I said, I would like to thank all those Delegations that organized those wonderful receptions such countries as Brazil with its Latin America heat and also other countries.

We'd like to thank Egypt, which had a sense of peace.

Then Italy, and all those friends who surrounded us, and of course, Saudi Arabia who assembled a lot of people.

I would like to thank them all for these receptions, and for the moments that we spent together last night.

Before we begin, I would like to say that this morning, I woke up with good news for people of my generation.

Mario Vargas Llosa was awarded the Nobel Prize of Literature.

All my congratulations and I thank all of ‑‑ I think all of us are happy that we had a chance to read his magnificent works.

Now let's start.

And the first item of our agenda is approval of the agenda that was submitted to you.

Very good.

We have approved the agenda.

Now let's go to item 2, namely, election of the officers that will perform the functions of the Secretary‑General and the Deputy Secretary‑General.

To expedite the process during which all countries will cast their votes, we suggest that we divide this whole into four zones.

There will be a ballot box in each of these zones, so ones on the right, on the left, on your right, and there you will see also two ballot boxes on the right and on the left.

Now, let me repeat, we have four ballot boxes, one for each zone, and this will facilitate your movements in the room.

You have also received a list with the names of all countries that have the right to vote.

You have this list, and you know the block which it corresponds to and you know how to take part in the elections.

I'm going to give the floor to the Chairman of Committee 2, Mr. Kisrawi, who will inform us of any transferal of powers or problems from one Delegation to another one. 

Mr. Kisrawi, Syria, I'll give you the floor.

>> Up to today, we have received a single transfer of power regarding voting and final ‑‑ and signature of the final acts.

It's from Vanuatu to Australia and Committee 2 found this transfer of power is in accordance with the rules so Chairman, please take note of that.

Thank you, and this is the only transfer of power we have received up till today.

Thank you, Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Chairman of Committee 2.

We have noted ‑‑ thank you for this information.

We have noted that the transfer of power has been given by Vanuatu to Australia.

I'd like to invite the 5 tellers who will oversee this election, and we're talking about representatives of Suriname, Sweden, Romania, Côte d'Ivoire and Japan.

Please take up your positions. 

First of all, I'd like you to go to the podium so everybody can see you.

Here is the list of tellers.

Could you please come?

I see you now.

Thank you, thank you, you're doing nice.

Thank you very much.

Now we have our tellers.

Suriname, Sweden.

Romania, Côte d'Ivoire, and from Japan, who represent different regions of the Union.

I want to thank you in advance.

Now, if you please take your places with the voting stations.

Thank you very much.

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.

As you can see, the tellers have taken up their positions, concluding Ms. Gertrude Akka.

Document 91 states the voting stations and explains the vote ‑‑ this document and is ready to go.

Now we'll proceed to the distribution of two separate ballot papers, one for each election, to all the Delegations having the right to vote and present in the room.

Delegations having received a transfer of powers as we know which is the case of Australia from Vanuatu, the Chairman of Committee has just explained will receive of course four ballot papers, two for each election.

The ballot paper for the Secretary‑General is green, and the one for the Deputy Secretary‑General is yellow.

Please take note for that.

It is very important.

You cannot vote in any case.

You have to please make your selection regarding the proper ballot.

Let me repeat.

The Secretariat will distribute the ballot papers.

Each country will receive two ballot papers with the exception of Australia which will receive four.

And as the Chairman of Committee 2 stated a few minutes ago.

The green ballot paper is for the election of the Secretary‑General, and the yellow paper is for the election of the Deputy Secretary‑General.

To expedite the process, as you know, the number of candidates to each Post is limited, and we shall proceed with simultaneous elections, and I ask you to fill out these ballot papers.

It is extremely important to do this keeping in mind the instructions that are stated our basic documents.

That is, you have to put across.

You put across in your ballot paper so that your ballot paper can be valid and this cross has to be put exactly in the box so that there is no confusion.

And once again, Chairman, in French, the Chairman speaks in French, you have to put a cross like a letter X in the word "Mexico".

Possibly I did not explain myself very well but let me repeat.

You have to put an X in the box on the ballot paper.

Like a letter X.

So I'd like to remind you that once we open the voting process, we close the doors and you can go out, but you will not be able to come in again.

I also recommend that you carefully read the instructions at the bottom of the ballot papers, and the ballot papers carry a computer generated identification box in the lower right hand corner which permits the papers to be identified as being used in a specific round for a specific election.

And this also provides for transparency.

Let me also state hat if you make a mistake and you realize that in filling out the ballot paper you made a mistake, you can ask for a point of order.

You have a small yellow placard that you can raise, and ask for a point of order.

Then the Secretary will come up and destroy the ballot paper, and give you a ballot paper so that you can take part in the elections and do it correctly.

I'd like to ask the Secretary ‑‑ I'm sorry, do you have a point of order?

If you do, could you please press the button.

>> Representative From Brazil:  May I make a point of order?

I would request you to redistribute to Brazil the pages you just distributed, because I fill them with a cross, and in reality, then you said that they should be filled with an X, so would you please send to me two ballots so that I can correct.

>> F. Borjón: Brazil, of course.

It's my mistake, and I'd like to apologize.

Please, I'd like to ask the people from the Secretariat to ‑‑

>> We have the same situation as Brazil.

Would you please give us another ballot?

We put a check mark instead of the X.

>> F. Borjón: Perfect, perfect.

Thank you very much.

There is no problem.

The procedure is clear?

Papua New Guinea, thank you.

>> Representative From Papua New Guinea:  We also made the same mistake and kindly request new ballots, please.

>> F. Borjón: I'd like to ask the members of the Secretariat to kindly give out the new ballots.

Brazil, Iceland, Papua New Guinea, I apologize, it was my mistake but it's good because it's very clear that now we have to put an X like in Mexico.

Mexico is spelled with an X, not with a J, X, that's what you have to put.

Japan.

>> Representative From Japan.

I'd like to have another one, as well.

Sorry about this.

>> F. Borjón: Perfect, Japan, no problem.

Remember, we are exercising the right to vote of countries.

I have not declared the beginning of the vote.

I see that you're doing your homework before recreation time.

I am now declaring that we are starting the voting.

Therefore, according to number 131 of the rules and regulations, I'd like to ask for the doors to be closed.

The hall is closed.

I'd like to remind you if you have to leave, you may do so.

However, you may not enter the room again.

Thank you.

I'm going to ask the Secretary of the plenary could she read the names in French so that we can have the voting.

>> D. Bogdan: Thank you very much.

I will now call out the list of Member States present, and having the right to vote, in French, offer bet call order, within each voting block by group of 10.

In addition to the ballot papers, you may wish to refer as the Chairman already mentioned to document 91, which contains the designation of Member States by voting station and the list of Member States in the 6 languages.

Please look carefully as well at the voting instructions that have been provided.

Let me also remind Delegates to please use the pens that have been supplied by the Secretariat to mark their ballots.

You are requested to keep those pens for the future elections.

If any Delegation does not have a pen, I would ask them to please identify themselves.

I see no requests for the floor.

Please note, as well, that the voting procedure requires, as the Chairman has reiterated, that you put an X, not a cross, but an X, to indicate your choice.

I would request all Delegates to regain their seats once they have cast their votes.

As you've noticed, the plenary doors are now closed.

So that Delegations can see where the 4 voting stations are located, I will ask the staff at those stations to please hold up the ballot boxes in the air in consecutive order from 1 to 4.

I will now start with box number 1.

Box number 1, please.

Box number 2.

Box number 3.

In the back.

And box number 4, please.

As you can see, the ballot boxes are transparent, and they are all empty.

So I will now proceed to call out the Member States by voting station and I will start with voting station number 1.

Afghanistan.

The Republic of Albania.

The Democratic Algerian Republic.

The Republic of Angola.

The Federal Republic of Germany.

The Argentine Republic.

The Republic of Armenia.

At the time I call out the names and please come forward as I call your country.

>> F. Borjón: So you have a point of order.

Burkina Faso.

Burkina Faso, please.

>> Representative From  Burkina Faso:  Could I please ask for a new ballot paper, both of them, please.

>> F. Borjón: No problem, Burkina Faso.

It will be given to you.

Can you push the button?

Please.

>> Representative From Iceland:  I asked for a new ballot.

Is it possible to have a new ballot?

>> F. Borjón: Iceland.

Thank you very much.

Shall we continue, please, the Secretary of the plenary session.

Thank you.

>> D. Bogdan: Continuing at voting station number 1, I think I left off with Armenia.

Commonwealth, the Bahamas.

Austria, Kingdom of Bahrain.

Andorra, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Australia, Barbados, the Republic of Belarus.

Belgium, the Republic of Benin.

The Republic of Cape Verde.

Brunei, the Republic of Bulgaria.

The Republic of Lithuania.

The Past Republic of Macedonia, the Republic of the Maldives.

Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Myanmar, Luxembourg, Mali, the Kingdom of Morocco.

>> F. Borjón: Azerbaijan? 

The Secretary of the plenary has the floor.

>> D. Bogdan: I'll read the country names in blocks of ten so I start with 1, 2, 3, 4 and I go back to 1.

If you miss it the first time, you have a second chance but only one second chance.

I will now move to voting station number 4.

>> F. Borjón: Just to clarify, Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan, you have not yet been called.

There will be another round going to the station.

Then your time will come.

But it will come, but please, if you see by the end of the day that there's a problem, we can really clarify it.

Thank you.

Secretary of the plenary has the floor.

>> D. Bogdan: Again, voting station number 4.

Madagascar, Republic of Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Micronesia, the Republic of Moldova, Mexico, New Zealand, Oman.

Station number 1:

The Republic of Azerbaijan.

The Republic of Bangladesh.

Belize, Bosnia Herzegovina, the Kingdom of Bhutan, the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the Republic of Botswana, the Republic of Burundi, the Republic of Cameroon, Canada.

The Federative Republic of Brazil, Burkina Faso, Kingdom of Cambodia, Republic of Congo, the people's Republic of China, the Union of Comoros, the Republic of Cyprus, Cuba, the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire, Denmark.

The Republic of Namibia, the Republic of Mauritius, Monaco, Mongolia, the Republic of Montenegro, the Republic of Mozambique, Norway, Nepal.

The Republic of Niger.

The Republic of Uganda.

Saint Lucia, the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Uzbekistan, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Peru, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of the Philippines, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Portugal, the United Kingdom of Great Britain ‑‑ United Kingdom of Great Britain and northern Ireland.

The Secretary of the plenary has the floor.

>> D. Bogdan: Chile, the State of the city of the Vatican, the Republic of Colombia, Costa Rica, the Republic of Croatia,  the Republic of Republic of Korea, the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Republic of El Salvador, the United Arab Emirates, Eritrea, the Republic of Djibouti, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, the Republic of Fiji, Spain, the Republic of Estonia, the Democratic Federal Republic of Ethiopia, Finland, Greece, France.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, the Republic of Paraguay, the State of Qatar, the Democratic people's Republic of Korea, the Czech Republic, the Syrian Arab Republic.

The Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe, the Republic of Senegal.

Romania, the independent state of Samoa, the Republic of Rwanda, the Republic of Slovenia, the Republic of Sudan, Sri Lanka, the Swiss confederation, the united Republic of Tanzania, the Democratic Republic of Timor‑Leste, the Republic of Chad.

The United States of America, Georgia, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Gambia, Ghana, the Republic of Guinea, the Republic of Guatemala, the Republic of Indonesia, Jamaica, the State of Israel.

The Republic of Gabon, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of India, Guyana, the Republic of Honduras, the Republic of Iraq, Italy, Ireland, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Kingdom of Jordan.

The Republic of Seychelles, the Republic of Serbia, the Republic of Singapore, the Republic of Slovakia, the South African Republic, Sweden, Republic of San Marino, the Republic of Suriname, Togo, the Kingdom of Tonga.

Thailand, the Republic of Vanuatu, Ukraine, the eastern Republic of Uruguay, the Republic of Venezuela, the socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Iceland, the socialist and People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

Haiti, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the State of Kuwait, Japan.

The Republic of Kiribati, the Republic of Kenya, the Kyrgyz Republic, the people's Democratic Republic of Lao.

The Kingdom of Lesotho, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, the Kingdom of Swaziland, Turkey, the Republic of Yemen, the Republic of Zambia, the Republic of Zimbabwe.

‑‑ the list of countries and we'll await the confirmation of those that have voted.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, the Secretary of the plenary.

Indeed, we're going to wait after this first reading of the names of countries who have the right to vote.

We're going to wait until all stations have had the presence of the voters.

Let's wait for a little bit.

[ Brief Break ] 

>> F. Borjón: We are now checking the list of countries that have cast vote.

As soon as we have the list, the Secretary will read out the list of the countries that have cast their vote.

Please pay attention to this, because it will be the chance for us to see those countries who did not cast a vote and are present, and that will be the second chance and the last chance to exercise your right to vote if you so choose.

Just one second.

Thank you. 

>> F. Borjón: We're going to start again with the process of the second reading.

The Secretariat has given us a list of those countries that have cast their vote being present, and also a list of those countries who although present in this conference have not voted.

Next, the Secretary will read the name of those countries who have cast vote, and then the list of the names that have not cast their vote so that if they so wish, they can exercise their right.

So I give the floor to the Secretary of the plenary.

>> D. Bogdan: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I will now read the list of Member States that have voted, voting station by voting station.

Afghanistan, Republic of Albania, Republic, Democratic Algerian Republic.

Republic of Angola, Federal Republic of Germany, Republic of Argentina, Republic of Armenia, Austria, the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the popular Republic of Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Kingdom of Bhutan, Plurinational State of Botswana, the Republic of Burundi, the Republic of Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Vatican city state.

The Republic of Colombia, Costa Rica, the Republic of Croatia, the Republic of Korea, the Arab Republic of Egypt, El Salvador, United Arab Emirates, the United States of America.

Georgia, Russian Federation, the Republic of Gambia, Ghana,

The Republic of Guinea, the Republic of Guatemala, the Republic of Indonesia, Jamaica, the State of Israel.

Iceland, Haiti, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the State of Kuwait,

Japan.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Australia, Barbados, the Republic of Belarus, Belgium, the Republic of Benin, the Republic of Brunei, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Federative Republic of Brazil, Burkina Faso, Kingdom of Cambodia, Republic of the Congo, People's Republic of China, Union of the Comoros, Republic of Cyprus, Cuba, Republic of Côte d'Ivoire, Republic of Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Republic of Fiji, Spain, Republic of Estonia, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Finland, Greece, France, Gabonese Republic.

Republic of Hungary, Republic of India, Republic of Honduras, Republic of Iraq, Italy, Ireland, Islamic Republic of Iran, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Republic of Kiribati, Kenya, Kyrgyz Republic, Kingdom of Lesotho, Republic of Latvia, principality of Liechtenstein, Republic of Lithuania, Union of Myanmar, Luxembourg, Republic of Mali, Kingdom of Morocco, Republic of Mauritius, Principality of Monaco, Mongolia, Republic of Montenegro, Republic of Mozambique, Norway, Nepal, Republic of the Niger, Republic of Uganda, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Paraguay, the State of Qatar, the People's Democratic Republic of Korea, the Czech Republic, Syrian Republic, Republic of Senegal, Republic of Serbia, Republic of Singapore, Slovak Republic, Republic of South Africa, Sweden, Republic San Marino, Republic of Suriname, Togo, Kingdom of Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Swaziland, Republic of Zambia, Republic of Zimbabwe.

Republic of Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Moldova, Mexico, New Zealand, Sultinate of Oman, Federal Republic of Nigeria, Uzbekistan, Kingdom of the Netherlands, Peru, Republic of Poland, Republic of the Philippines, Portugal, United Kingdom of Great Britain and northern Ireland, Romania, Republic of Rwanda, Republic of Slovenia, Republic of Sudan, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Confederation of Switzerland, United Republic of Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Timor‑Leste, Republic of Chad, Thailand, Vanuatu, Ukraine, Eastern Republic of Uruguay, Bolivian Republic of Venezuela, Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Mr. Chairman, I will now read out the list of Member States having the right to vote that have not yet voted.

I call upon those Member States to come forward to the front hall and to cast their ballot in box number 1.

Commonwealth of Bahamas, my apologies.

It's box number 1, number one, please.

Let me repeat, Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Belize, Eritrea, Socialist people's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Guyana, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia, Maldives, Republic of Namibia, Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe, Republic of Seychelles, Republic of Yemen, Malta, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and Grenadines, Independent State of Samoa.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Secretary, and I would like to ask these countries to indicate whether they are present in the room, and whether they wish to exercise their right to vote.

If so, please advance and put their ballot papers into the ballot box number 1.

That's the last occasion to exercise the right to vote.

I give the floor to the Secretary of the plenary.

>> D. Bogdan: ‑‑ additional Member States having voted.

Under the supervision of the tellers, in the green room, the ballot boxes will now be opened and the ballot papers will be counted.

As indicated by the Chairman, the results will be announced as soon as they are available.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Secretary of the plenary, and I remind you that we're still in the process of voting.

The tellers will now count the votes cast, and meanwhile, I would like us to use the time while we're waiting for the results, which will certainly take some time.

And I suggest that we proceed with Policy Statements of some Delegations.

In this manner, we can take advantage of the time of our disposal, listening to the various speakers.

And I remind you that we're still in the process of voting.

We're still in the voting process, and if you exit the room, you cannot come back.

So let's continue with Policy Statements.

While the tellers are counting the votes.

Bangladesh. 

>> Representative From Bangladesh:

Mr. Chairman, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary General of ITU, 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and gentlemen 

Good morning and assalamu‑alaikum. 

Please allow me, Mr. Chairman, to congratulate you on your election. 

I assure you of my delegation's full support to your leadership and mandate.  

I extend my delegation's sincere thanks to our hosts, especially the State of Jalisco, for the excellent arrangements made for this Conference. 

The people of Guadalajara have touched our heart with their warmth and friendship. 

We also thank the Government of the Republic of Korea for their offer to host PP‑14.  

I take this opportunity to recognize the commitment and hard work of Dr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary General of ITU and all his colleagues.

Indeed, under Dr. Touré's able leadership, ITU has turned into a more efficient and responsive organization.

In a fast changing world of technology, our expectations of ITU are many.

As members and stakeholders, it is upon us to give the Union the means to deliver the results we expect from it.

This Conference gives us the occasion to chart the way forward for the organization in the next five years.

We must be bold and innovative in our vision for the Union.

Our efforts should aim at promoting inclusive policies based on a human‑development approach.

The draft Strategic Plan for 2012‑2015 recognizes the need for further strengthening the development dimensions of ITU's work.

We support the result‑based approach of the Strategic Plan, and underline the need for customized inputs and services for countries at the lower end of development.

We endorse the call for a predictable financial plan to implement the strategic objectives.

In this context, I would like to reaffirm Bangladesh's commitment to maintain her current level of contributions to the Union.

Mr. Chairman, the Vision of our Government is to build a Digital Bangladesh by 2021.

Under the dynamic leadership of our Honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the people of Bangladesh have found a new sense of purpose to build a globally competitive economy based on a knowledge‑based society.

We are currently engaged in creating the right environment to empower our citizens through universal access to ICT.

The ITU Secretary General had witnessed the commitment of our Government and the changes taking place during his visit to Bangladesh in March this year.

In the last one decade, the telecommunication and ICT sectors in Bangladesh have witnessed major growth and expansion.

The Government and the private sector have worked together to turn Bangladesh into one of the fastest growing telecom markets in the region.

With 99% network coverage and 40% tele‑density, we are ready to take off for the next stage of growth.

We have laid more than 15,000 kilometers of fiber optic lines across the country to set up the backbone for connectivity. Wi‑Max facilities are being rolled out throughout the country; 3G services are expected to be introduced shortly.

We have plans to launch our own communication satellite and have started necessary groundwork in this regard.

Our current cooperation with ITU includes the work on developing an emergency communication plan. We hope to benefit from the various Partnership Initiatives of the Union.

With a view to increasing access to I.T.‑based services in our rural areas, we are focusing on two key areas of intervention. Firstly, we are establishing shared access points up to the lowest unit of our local government system.

We have already started converting more than 10,000 rural post offices across the country into public access points with various service options including mobile money transfer facilities.

Secondly, we are in the process of developing tele‑medicine facilities in our community‑based health care system through a strong referral network.

We remain ready to learn from best practices around the world, especially through South‑South cooperation.

We would like to promote the use of ICT to enhance accountability of our overall democratic system.

Bangladesh appreciates ITU's work on capacity building of LDCs as part of its Development Sector objectives.

In this context, we would like to reiterate the need for ITU's engagement in the preparatory process of the UN LDC Conference due to be held in Istanbul in 2011.

We also attach great importance to ITU's work on climate change issues.

ICT can be an important tool for implementing the national adaptation and mitigation strategies, especially in highly vulnerable countries.

Mr. Chairman, we would like to see ITU as a partner in our efforts to build a Digital Bangladesh.

Our achievements in using ICT for our national development efforts can be a good measure of progress of our collective work in the Union.

The challenges we shall face can help define the future agenda of ITU's work that can be relevant for other comparable settings. The recognition given to Bangladesh and the appreciation received by our Honorable Prime Minister by the global leadership during the recent MDG Review Conference bear testimony to our commitment and capacity to deliver as a responsible member of the international community.

As you are all aware, Bangladesh has floated its candidature for the first time to become a member of the ITU Council.

We count on your valuable support for our election.

We hope that you will give us a chance to match our commitments to the Union with our contributions to its work.

We wish to bring to the Council the voice of an LDC aspiring to transform its economy by maximizing the benefits of ICT.

I thank you all.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Bangladesh.

I remind you of the rule that your speeches should not exceed the time limit of five minutes.

This limit has enabled us to progress quite quickly and the technicians are trying to provide us more information and if you exceed your time limit you will see a Chronometer showing the number of minutes beyond the time limit.

So I would appeal to you to speak clearly and concisely.

Afghanistan.

>> Representative From Afghanistan:  Excellencies, Respected Delegates, I would like to thank the Mexican authorities for the gracious hosting of this year’s ITU Plenipotentiary conference.

My thanks also go to the ITU officials for the excellent arrangements they have made for this important summit.

With adoption of Telecom ICT policy based on best global practices, creation of suitable legal framework transparent mechanism for issuing of licenses in the establishing of a strong regulatory in the year since the last Plenipotentiary, Afghanistan has experienced strong growth in the economy and in the ICT sector.

Five national and one regional operator in addition to scores of Internet providers compete strongly in our Telecom market.

Improved quality and significantly reduced prices.

Mobile and other applications are rapidly spreading in the country.

In the coming year new licensing will be turned out for WiMAX and 3G services.

We will further liberalize the market and start the process of privatizing the state‑owned operator.

Since the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference for direct investment in the Telecom sector has more than doubled.

Now stands at 1.5 billion U.S. dollars.

The sector contributes over 12% of the entire revenue stream of the government and provides jobs to more than 100,000 people.

Telecommunication networks now cover over 80% of the population.

And we expect to reach the 95% coverage in the next four years.

Through new satellite‑based projects and universal access programs we are extending services to the rural communities of Afghanistan.

The phone user installed base has increased more than seven fold as penetration now surpasses 50% with 15 million users.

For Internet we estimate two million users over subscriber base of 700,000.

Prices for Internet bandwidth are rapidly falling with increase cross border access to the International Internet backbone networks.

Our National fiber backbone is largely in place connecting Afghanistan is Iran, and Uzbekistan.

In carrying heavy international transit traffic for

Institutional and commercial users.

The Government of Afghanistan is pursuing an ambitious ICT policy in Afghanistan in cooperation with the donors.

The new National Data Center, established at the MCIT, will host the National ID program infrastructure next year.

This project aims at providing all Afghans with a chip card based electronic I.D., which will include the individual's biometrics and double up as a driver license, voter registration and vehicle registration card.

The draft ICT law, which the Parliament is expected to promulgate early next year will regulate electronic transactions, electronic commerce, electronic signatures and cyber crimes.

With the support of the donor community and in coordination with other Ministries we plan to expand the use of ICT in Government, Education and Health.

In this and other crucial projects we will continue to seek the support of the ITU to 

Other donors to pursue our information society

Goals and narrow the digital divide in our country.

The revolutionary advanced in Afghanistan and the world is the result of liberalizing standardization and advances in prepayment technologies.

Here I would like to suggest to the ITU that in cooperation, in coordination with other standardization bodies maximize its efforts to standardize batteries and chargers for mobile devices at the early possible.

This would be one of the greatest achievements of the 21st century for the ITU resulting in further price drops for mobile devices, convenience for users, higher penetration of ICTs and to rural areas and improvement of the environment.

Afghanistan is ever more actively participating to the activities of the ITU and we are

Very happy that in this Plenipotentiary Conference we are proposing, for the first time, an excellent candidate for the Radio Regulation Board.

I kindly ask all the respectful delegates to do us honor vote for our candidate.

Thank you for your attention.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Afghanistan.

Next Zimbabwe has the floor.

>> Representative From Zimbabwe.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Secretary‑General and elected officials, colleague ministers, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

I am honored to address the 10th International Telecommunication Union as it celebrates 145 years of serving the telecommunication sector and welcomes its 192nd Member State the Democratic Republic of Timore‑Leste in this historic City of Guadalajara.

May I also take this opportunity, Mr. Chairman, to congratulate our host, the Mexican government for the excellent manner in which they have organized this important event and excellent facilities they have laid at our disposal.

Allow me, Mr. Chairman, to renew commitment to the work of the union.

Zimbabwe has taken tremendous strides since last Plenipotentiary Conference to deploy fiber optic broadband infrastructure around the country.

To meet our National requirement of fiber optic, broadband infrastructure, we need have 40,000 kilometers nationwide, we expect that by 2011 we will have deployed 1,100 kilometers of fiber optic.

By end of the year we expect to connect to the undersea cable through Mozambique having already connected to the undersea cable through South Africa.

We are currently rolling out fiber optic‑based access networks in major towns in order to offer for us the broadband service through fiber to building or to the home.

This is being complemented by deployment of WiMAX and other wireless broadband access technologies.

The diffusion of mobile services has equally taken quantum leaps having grown from a combined total of 800,000 subscribers in 2006 to 6.8 million today and all services providers being obliged to implement a very rich regime.

We have employed services in remote and underserved areas under the fund with the license operators providing these services through shared infrastructure.

With this program we expect to see a further increase in the optic mobile services to reach ten million by 2011 in services in other value‑aided services in these designated underserved areas provided through the infrastructure.

Mr. Chairman, this development have not been without challenges, with advent of conveyance in technology and services there is a greater demand for the strengthening of regulatory authorities, particularly in the developing world.

Cybersecurity issues continue to dog the policy makers, regulators and ‑‑ we look to the ITU to continue to provide expertise to our region to assist in the development of robust policy, regulation instruments.

In addition the demands for the management of climate change for the benefit of peoples and nations through the use of ICTs, the implementation of digital broadcast migration program in proper, efficient and effective management and utilization of the frequency spectrum cannot be over emphasized.

Zimbabwe with other ‑‑ like other members, of the ITU family depends on finding workable solutions through the ITU structures.

We appreciate the support that you have given to Zimbabwe and the disaster management program in October to March 2010.

We further commend the ITU and international community provides through our regional organizations and encourage the continued support for these regional bodies.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, my country and other members of the region look forward to the fully establishment of the ITU region office, very soon, I thank you. 

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Zimbabwe.

I'd like to ask Zambia to take the floor.

Thank you.

>> Representative From Zambia:

Honourable Ministers,

Your Excellencies Ambassadors, and Heads of Delegations,

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Zambia and indeed on my own behalf, I wish to, first and foremost, express our profound gratitude to the Government and people of Mexico for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to us from the time of our arrival.

Please also allow me to extend fraternal greetings to all of you, Honourable Ministers, Your Excellencies Ambassadors and Heads of Delegations

Special appreciation to Dr. Touré and his management for excellent leadership, I wish to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election.

I would like to join previous speakers in congratulating Timor‑Leste, the 192nd Member of the Union.

Mr. Chairman

The Zambian Government has embraced ICT as an enabler of development.

To guide development agenda in order to stimulate growth and recognizing the revolution of information in the communication technology, the government has put in place necessary legislation to facilitate growth of the sector.

Arising from the state of interventions we manage to increase mobile penetration in

The magnitude of 100% with within two years.

It is worthwhile that it has been skewed to urban areas.

This skewed level of ICT penetration has limited the pace of development interventions.

In order to promote the widespread availability and usage of electronic communication services throughout Zambia, to bridge the digital divide between urban, and the rural areas the government has established universal access and service fund to address the provision of electronic communication services in un‑served or

Under‑served areas and communities.

We look forward to increased support from ITU in implementing our ICT strategic plan.

In order to improve the easy of doing business we, recently implemented policies that have resulted in decrease in the cost of international calling rates by as much as 70% and also reduction in the cost of domestic calling rates by an average of 60%.

Mr. Chairman, I further wish to mention that whilst there has been substantial growth on Mobile connectivity the broadband connectivity has been very low.

We are aware of the immense potential that broadband unleashes in our effort to attain a better society.

Therefore, it is our sincere hope that this Plenipotentiary will facilitate formulation of a suitable framework to promote the proliferation of broadband services.

During the next five years we intend to expand ICT 

Infrastructure, especially optic fiber backbone.

To cover all

Parts of the country, stimulated by the implementation of the e‑government strategy that seeks to provide citizen centric integrated services covering all sectors delivered through multiple delivery channels accessible to all citizens.

Mr. Chairman, we are aware of pervasive use of data services comes with the challenges of cybersecurity.

It is our sincere expectation that this Plenipotentiary will come up with the outcomes that address cybersecurity as well as climate change.

Mr. Chairman,

With the ongoing rapid technological advancements and convergence of technologies it is cardinal that ITU plays a pivotal role in addressing the challenges of inter‑operability and conformance.

More often than not we are faced with challenges of interoperability of products from different suppliers, in some cases leading to duplicated deployment of products.

As we face the migration to Digital Terrestrial Television we believe that has become more pronounced.

Finally I wish to end by stating that Zambia is committed to supporting the development efforts of ITU to make this world a better place for our people.

We have created an enabling environment to promote investment and innovation with the correct mix of Public Private Partnership allowing private sector to flourish.

I thank you.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Zambia.

I'd like to ask Malawi to have the floor.

Thank you.

>> Representative From Malawi:

The Chairman of the ITU, Plenipotentiary Conference

The Secretary‑General of ITU, Dr. Hamadoun Toure, Heads of Delegations, distinguished ladies and gentlemen.

First, I bring you special greetings from our President and Chairman of the African Union, Ngwazi, Professor Bingu wa  Mutharika, and the people of the Republic of Malawi, the Warm Heart of Africa.

Mr. Chairman, speaking for the first time I would like to join the previous speakers in congratulating you, 

For being elected Chairman of this important  Plenipotentiary Conference.

Allow me also to thank the leadership and the people of Mexico for the warm welcome accorded to the Malawi 

Celebrating years of independence in 2010.

As extend our heartfelt condolences

To the people of the Republic of Nigeria for the loss of lives during their 50th Anniversary of Independence celebrations.

Mr. Chairman, allow me to assure you that Malawi is committed to the use of ICT for good governance that result into social economic development, reduction of corruption, increased transparency and accountability as well as continued food security at all levels, just to mention but a few of the integral part of the Malawi Development Growth Strategies.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, the ICT Sector in Malawi is now fast growing with two mobile operators, two fixed phone operators and several Internet Service Providers and several sound and television broadcasters as well as several courier operators.

Mr. Chairman, let me also mention that technical  valuation for another mobile operator has just been completed and the license will be awarded very soon before Christmas this year.

Within the same timeframe we hope to conclude the review of Malawi's Communications Act as well as introducing a Unified Licensing Structure aimed at fully liberalizing ICT Sector in Malawi.

Mr. Chairman, I would also like to mention that while Malawi procures off‑shelve software applications we are also trying to develop local software applications, we are also training and sensitizing public servants on use of ICT facilities and services, as well as developing a national ICT for development policy which is near completion.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, you know that Malawi has been a totally landlocked country which among other things has resulted in ICT terminals and services to be unaffordable to an average Malawian.

The construction of the Inland Port at Malawi's most Southern District of Nsanje under the Shire‑Zambezi Waterway Project, championed and courageously implemented by the Ngwazi Professor Bingu wa Mutharika President of the Republic of Malawi and Chairman of the African Union will go a long way in improving the current ICT penetration figure currently at 18.3 to a higher figure within a very short time.

Mr. Chairman, this is so because apart from reduced landing costs for ICT Terminals at the Nsanje port the connectivity to the submarine Optic Fibre cable from Mozambique will also be extended to Malawi through the navigatable Shire‑Zambezi Waterway route resulting into more secured and affordable ICT Services, especially Broadband Services.

Mr. Chairman, talking about Broadband Services, Malawi would like to wholeheartedly thank the World Bank and the ITU for supporting Malawi with the Regional Communications 

And establishment of thirteen telecentres respectively.

The RCIP project will enable Northern Part of Malawi to connect her backbone Fibre Cable to the Republic of Tanzania through Tanzania Telecommunications Corporation Limited to further offer affordable broadband service, in a redundant arrangement to the one connected through Mozambique.

The Telecentre Projects will go a long way in supporting the declaration made by our President and the Chairman of the African Union that in five years time no African child will go hungry because telecentres facilitate timely weather information towards food farming as well as marketing information for farm produce.

Mr. Chairman, let me report that in her annual budget starting from this financial year, Malawi has set aside $1.2 million U.S. for telecentre projects in fulfillment of proposed ITU Connect‑a‑Post office, Connect‑a‑School and Connect‑a‑community Projects.  Malawi believes in seeking for assistance after displaying her own efforts towards the required assistance.

Lastly, Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, as we thank the outgoing ITU Management team for the tremendous work done during their term of office and as we welcome the new management team whom Malawi will render her total support, we would like to announce that Ngwazi Professor Bingu wa Mutharika, President of the Republic of Malawi and the Chairman of the African Union has recently been elected alongside other Heads of States to be a special envoy for Championing ICT Development Projects in the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organization  

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Gentlemen it is for this good reason that Malawi asks all ITU Member States to VOTE MALAWI  into the ITU Council so that Malawi alongside other council members plays the much needed role that of harmonizing ITU and CTO efforts aimed at development of ICT services in Africa.

In Conclusion, Malawi would like to join the Secretary General of ITU, Dr. Hamadoun Toure, in urging all ITU Member States to pay their contributions in time so that the developing countries like Malawi may indeed move into information society by 2015.

Thank you for your attention,.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Malawi.

We're going to ask the Argentine Republic to take the floor.

>> Representative From Argentina:  Good morning everybody, above all I'd like to thank Mexico's administration for the excellent organization of this conference.

I'd like to thank the Secretary‑General and the ITU for their four years of administration, Mr. Chairman, in the Argentine Republic the year 2001 we had to face a very severe crisis similar to the within that shook the world in the year 2008 that has affected us all.

Thanks to an economic and political project based on our own convictions and interests, we can now say that from the last conference of Plenipotentiaries our country has grown in a sustained form with a reduction of unemployment and poverty in this regard.

We understand that every country must look for their own model of development without any external conditioning in order to attain a sustainable development with true growth and stability of employment and income distribution.

And this must consider the protection of the environment working in the defense of our resources.

And also in the preservation and rational use of resources.

This is the reason why we're working together with the ITU in this sense.

This year we're celebrating the bicentennial of the revolution that opened freedom and independence our country.

Today we know that liberty cannot be attained unless we have economic and social justice, this is why we're convinced that in this revolutionary times technological progress the goals of liberation that we have imply the democracy of the ITU technology of information.

The Argentinean state has sanctioned the law for audio visual media acted that are to regulate communication services for audio visual services in order to promote Plurality, deconcentration and promotion of competition.

We have also encouraged the development of ground digital television which should be open, free and at no cost and which shall have a National coverage.

This project is going to include the cultural diversity of our country.

The process considers a coverage of 75% of the territory for the beginning of 2011 on the other hand we are promoting a program that means to connect, will be equal and it considers the delivery of a computer to every student and to every teacher.

The Argentine Republic at present has one of the highest rates of penetration of broadband in Latin America.

Thus we support the statement of our Secretary‑General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, expressed the 62nd General Assembly of the United Nations where he urged world leaders to reach 50% of the coverage by the year 2015.

One of the main objectives of this union is to overcome the technological divide which is related with above‑mentioned concepts.

Hence, it is our will to continue participating in an active way in the works of the union from our very modest place, we are fighting so that all these principles should be respected and that we should strengthen the presence of the union in our region.

Finally, would like to reiterate the commitment of the Argentine Republic with the work of the ITU in every respect.

But very specially from the bureau, we have made a bureau from ‑‑ we have been members of the bureau from the creation to the state and we have made several proposals.

We want to have everybody support to be members of the bureau in Region A, like always, we will put our highest professionals to the service of the ITU and we would like to respond to the requirements of cooperation and assistance.

This is why Ricardo Luis Teran, would be a member of the Board for telecommunications regulations.

Mr. Chairman, we are at your disposal to continue working with the only aim of attaining the goals of our union for the benefit of one and all.

Thank you very much. 

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, I'd like to ‑‑ walking around ‑‑ if you need to go outside the room and you want to talk about your ideas, you may do so and then you'll be able to come back because ‑‑ if you need to talk, if you need to chat and exchange ideas please do not interrupt this process and please, I beg you for respect for the speakers.

If you need to go out please, you will be allowed to come back.

As long as you do not interrupt the process.

We're in the middle of a process.

So, please if you need to go out, if you need to exchange ideas please do so and you're able to come back.

To respect those people who are taking the floor, do take this in to consideration.

Thank you very much.

We are now going to give the floor to Botswana.

>> Representative From Botswana:   Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Let me start by congratulating you for ascending to the noble seat of Chairperson of the Plenipotentiary Conference 2010.

Let me also join others who have spoken before me by thanking the Government of Mexico and her people for hosting us in this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

I am sure all delegates will agree with me that the gesture extended to us by the host is spectacular.

Mr. Chairman, Botswana is one of those countries in Africa who pioneered the liberalization process of the telecommunications sector having realized the benefits of what liberalization did to other countries that embarked on the exercise before us.

Since the liberalization of the sector started, teledensity for fixed telephony shot from 1% to 8% from 1996 to 2010 while that of the mobile sector shot from zero in 1998 upon the licensing of two operators to 135% in 2010.

However, the infrastructure developments have been skewed to urban areas.

In an effort to address the remaining unserved areas and in the absence of a Universal Service Fund, the government has initiated a rural telecommunications program targeting 197 villages that had no services.

The program is due to be completed in May 2011.

In 2006, the Botswana Government further announced major reforms in the telecommunications sector whereby the major telecommunications operators were allowed to offer both fixed and mobile telephony without any technological restrictions. Restrictions on voice over the internet protocol were also lifted.

Mr. Chairman, the reforms in the communications sector are continuing because of the changes in technology and the challenges the country is facing.

In this regard, the country’s policy, legal and regulatory framework is undergoing reforms. All these efforts are geared towards improving competition in the Botswana Telecommunication enhance the level of economic development and give consumers a wider choice of services at an affordable price.

Mr. Chairman, Botswana would not be where she is, if were it not for the invaluable support she continues to receive from international bodies like the International Telecommunication Union and the Commonwealth Organization. In addition, the Communications Regulators Association of Southern Africa Southern Africa formally the Telecommunications Regulators Association of Southern Africa  played a pivotal role in shaping the telecommunications sector in Botswana and Southern Africa at large.

It is against this background that Botswana fully supports the ITU and other communication regional bodies in their endeavor to bridge the digital divide, and have the world’s population connected.

Botswana is fully aware that the road towards connecting the world’s population is not an easy one, but the global coordination and cooperation in this exercise will finally achieve the desired goals.

Botswana has initiated a 

Program on provision of e‑government services.

However, the cost of internet has remained a prohibitive hurdle that has led to many of our people not having access to the internet.

In an endeavor to address this, Botswana government has invested in the undersea cables initiatives, namely East Africa Submarine Cable System and the West Africa Cable System.

Mr. Chairman, we are glad that the EASSy project is now ready for service and it is hoped in due course this will go a long way in alleviating the cost of internet to all communication users in the country.

Mr. Chairman, I have already alluded to the great benefits we have enjoyed thus far from the ITU, we are, however, faced with some challenges that we believe the ITU can play a pivotal role in assisting us overcome them. In particular, the formulation of a broadband strategy, combating of cybercrime and cyberthreat, and the capacity building in the communications sector remain a challenge.

It is in this regard that we are looking forward to the resolutions of this august gathering.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, we would like to once more thank our hosts and you for your able leadership in this Conference.

I thank you. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Botswana.

The Dominican Republic has the floor.

>> Representative From Dominican Republic:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Of the 18th Plenipotentiary, distinguished Secretary‑General, heads of the delegations of all Member States of the ITU.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Above all we'd like to thank the Mexican government for their warm welcome they have extended to us.

In this beautiful City of Guadalajara, the so‑called pearl of the west.

We are happy to address you at a time when the improvement of the telecommunications is present to improve the communications and science and culture and commerce and industry.

Thus the proliferation and use of new ICTs has created the need to satisfy a larger demand for services.

This has led the regulators of telecommunications to face great challenges, to take actions related to the spectrum.

The re‑formulation of regulations, broadband and next generation networks.

The industry demands from administrations more spectrum and more facilities, but industry must continue making efforts and investments that allow to optimize the use of the radio‑electrical spectrum and the development of networks.

The Dominican Republic has taken steps towards the implementation of digital TV.

Recently we have chosen the standard to be applied for those ends.

We are in the process of studying our National plan for the allocation of frequencies in order to have the spectrum derived from the so‑called digital dividend.

In March 2010 our country went over 10% of teledensity, today the telephony services have covered practically the whole country and the third generation Internet access is covered ‑‑ is covering 80% of municipalities.

Now we have the goal of having a massive use of Internet and for the high speed density to cover the whole population with the widest broadband.

Recognizing the significance of country like ours in the use of Internet has made much progress to promote the knowledge of connectivity and broadband.

Among other projects we have used our fund for the development of telecommunications in the installation of more than 1,000 centers to train in computerized.

This allowed for the users of the Internet to be more than 35% of the population, universal access through informatic networks is so important for us that has already been named a right, a constitutional right.

The country will have an optical fiber open access network to improve the broadband and to massify the supply of these services in the whole country.

Thus we will contribute to the convergence of public services in telecommunications, aware of the fact that vis‑a‑vis the proliferation of the networks administration must guarantee technological neutrality.

In the same way, Mr. Chairman, our goal is to prioritize access to broadband in public schools with this aim, every project that has to do with the use of the spectrum must include a component aimed to that.

We would like to ask the ITU and all the other organizations to continue working on cybersecurity.

We have been invited by the European Council to adhere to the agreement on cybercrimes.

And we are about to do the corresponding transactions.

We would like to sensitize and educate all the population to make them aware about the significance of a more ‑‑ of a safer navigation and vis‑a‑vis, the natural disasters we have, the early warning system including public and private systems to report about the threat of natural phenomena.

We'd like to take advantage of this opportunity to thank all those organizations that responded when we had ‑‑ we lived through the tragedy in Haiti.

Our technicians for the quick recovery of telecommunications in that country because reestablishment of networks in such a disaster is equivalent to saving human lives.

We'd like to emphasize again the significance of Internet and the universe of connection that is easy for us to obtain thanks to Internet.

The principle of free negotiation in the connectivity agreements entails that there be no large asymmetries in the power of negotiation between the parties.

It would be interesting to study the situation of this market because if there is a profound asymmetry we may be facing the high price of speed for access and for small economies, this would be a hurdle towards attaining the goal of the universality of the agreement. 

We will continue making efforts to contribute to the development of networks and services of telecommunications by implementing the ITU recommendations for the benefit of the whole sector of telecommunications and of all our citizens.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank the Dominican Republic.

And I would like to say that the tellers have completed the work and ‑‑ I have been informed that the tellers have finished their job analyzing the votes.

So now we will procedure on the reading of the results.

Please, tellers.

Thank you, Côte d'Ivoire.

To all the tellers you have done an excellent work.

You can see the results.

This is a very important issue.

I will then read the report of the tellers.

It is in French.

Report of the tellers:  Elections of the Secretary‑General bulletins 157 votes cast.

Invalid bulletins, zero.

Abstentions, six.

Delegates present at voting, 151.

And 161 divided by two plus one, 76.

And the result is that Dr. Hamadoun Touré will receive the required number of votes and is declared Secretary‑General.

He received 151 votes.

[applause] 

>> F. Borjón: I'd like to ask Dr. Hamadoun Touré whether he wants to take the floor.

We would like also to say how much we appreciate his work.

>> H. Touré: I'd like first of all to thank the Almighty who allowed us to live this day and who gave me the privilege to you votes to lead this organization.

I'm extremely moved.

My father, my mother have passed away.

But I retain them in my memory.

And I think they would have been very proud of this result.

Before I thank my family and my spouse, in particular, who is always by my side ‑‑

[applause]

I'd like to thank also my four children who have never been a problem which allowed me always to focus on my job.

And as you know, it is very difficult to raise children and I'm very proud of my children.

Fatim, Marta, Isakou, Mariam.

And the mother and my two daughters who came to Guadalajara to provide support. 

[Applause]

Dear friends and colleagues, I'd like to thank the president of the Republic of Mali, the Prime Minister, His Excellency and Madam Minister of Communications of Mali.

Who are present here.

For the unconditional support that I enjoyed from the government and the people of Mali.

I'd like to thank the African union for their unconditional support that I enjoyed during my three terms, two terms as director of ability and one term as the Secretary‑General.

The African group has always supported me, all friendly countries of Africa and entire world provided the advice and support.

They sent me messages of support and their prayers in every language and in every religion.

I'd like to say to the young generation of Africans and people of Mali, who believe me, who consider me to be a model, thank you.

And I expect to be able to be up ‑‑ to fulfill their confidence.

I'd like to thank my colleagues who helped me during the first term as Secretary‑General to ‑‑ Mr. Zhao my closest collaborator without whom it would be difficult to do the results.

Who I think has drank a lot of water which shows how nervous he was in expecting the result.

But also like to say, that I appreciate his collaboration during the four years.

My colleagues and coordination committee, Mr. Al Basheer and our friend and brother, Valery Timofeev.

Who is now present at this Plenipotentiary in his capacity as the director.

But we would like to express our appreciation for the work he has accomplished.

With your permission, I'd like to thank my assistant, Madam Christina Barr who was more than an assistant who was like a sister to me during all these years.

[applause]

The Union provided all the necessary support for me so that we could accomplish this work at the Plenipotentiary.

Dear colleagues, we have dreamt together, we have big dreams, we shared this dream which has become a reality.

We have an ambition vision, but a visible vision for a better world through telecommunications and ICT which play an eminent role.

We are committed to building a world in which all citizens of the planet will have access to ‑‑ will be able to create information and share information.

Ladies and Gentlemen, October 7, 1942, that U.S. and British government announced the establishment of the United Nations.

It was also on this day, October 7, 1959, that USSR probe lunar 3 transmitted the first ever photographs of the far side of the moon.

Our Chairman just this morning reminded us as we were entering the room that the new information about the Nobel Prize winner of 2010, Mario Vargas Llosa whom I know very well, I remember he's never the way to paradise as opposed to the 1963 novel "the time of the hero."

I was just ten years at the time, at that time, but I believe that this novel is still timely.

This brings me to another great Mexican writer, Octavio Paz who referred to in my opening remarks, I am very much fond of Mexican writers, who was 1990 Nobel Prize winner, who said, and I say ‑‑ so beautiful in Spanish, "Wisdom is not rigid tee and lack of change, wisdom lies in the Dialects in between flexibility, change and Rigidity."

We're talking about ‑‑ I'd like to thank you once again in investing your confidence in me.

I feel deeply honored, that you have chosen me to allow ‑‑ you have chosen to allow me to lead this union for the next four years.

More over I'm aware that while, what we have accomplished in the past four years is important.

What truly matters now is how effectively we can work together to achieve our critical objectives in the next four years.

And this includes the availability of ICT and broadband infrastructure for all citizens including those living the most challenging places, small developing island states, 

Landlocked countries.

I'd like to devote the next four years in making sure that we have specific focus on them.

A stable, flexible structure and regime that can support the technical and commercial dynamics of this amazing sector.

Efficient and collaborative standards, leadership that promote worldwide connectivity and accessibility and ability to rapidly adapt to innovation.

And evolving public and consumer needs.

A membership empowered by the latest information and best practices and continued support in updating of our skills.

In recognition of the young people, of women I believe this matters a lot.

And must be centered to our agenda I will be focusing on those priorities in the next four years.

I commit myself to act as a leader, Ladies and Gentlemen.

For this organization that is now focusing back on the basics in adapting to the new involving environment.

I commit to take this leadership to the rest of the United Nations family.

I commit to take this leadership to the rest of the industry, the ICT industry at large.

We have a great tool in our hands, Ladies and Gentlemen, we shall make good use of it.

The world has become a better place thanks to the work of the people in this room and thanks to the work of the people in this industry.

Let's commit ourselves to work together to make it even better.

Thank you very much. 

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

We are concluding the process of electing the Secretary‑General.

You have heard the results.

Because we have concluded the elections, I believe that Mexico has asked for the floor.

I give you the floor, please.

>> Representative From Mexico:  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, this is an I enormous honor for me to be able to say a few words on behalf of the Mexican Government on this occasion.

And to action press to our dear friend the Secretary‑General of the ITU, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, our profound appreciation, our immense satisfaction not only with the job he did during the first term, but also the ‑‑

>> F. Borjón: Point of order, if you wish to ask for the floor, please press the button.

>> Representative From Mexico:  Can I continue, Mr. Chairman?

Just to say how immensely satisfied our Government is the re‑election of Mr. Hamadoun Touré, we're happy that the assembly has once again shown its confidence in him by acclimation and I'd like to say that for us Mexicans, it is a great honor, it's a great satisfaction that all this happened here in this magnificent city of Guadalajara.

I'm sure that our friend Hamadoun Touré will never forget this.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I see that Pakistan and Tunisia asked for the floor.

I think they want to congratulate the Secretary‑General.

If possible, I would like to ask you to be brief.

Of course, I understand the decision to congratulate the Secretary‑General, but with your permission, I'd like to continue the reading of the report of the tellers.

We're talking now about the Deputy Secretary‑General, so if there are no objections, I'll continue reading the report of the tellers and with great pleasure shall give the floor to those who will ask for it.

Are you agreeable with this procedure?

I see people nodding.

It's a positive sign, so let me continue reading the report concerning the election of a very important official, namely, Deputy Secretary‑General.

This report is in French so I shall start reading it.

Excuse me if my pronunciation is not perfect.

I'm sorry for all the Francophones.

The report is the election of the election of the Secretary‑General.

157 bulletins, 157 bulletins were cast.

Invalid ballots, 0.

Abstentions, 2.

Delegations present and voting, 155.

The required majority, 155 divided by 2, plus 1.

78.

And the result is that Mr. Houlin Zhao received 155 votes.

My congratulations.

[ Applause ]

My congratulations, Mr. Zhao. 

[ Applause ]

I ask Mr. Zhao to take the floor, if he wishes so.

I give the floor to the Deputy Secretary‑General.

>> H. Zhao: Mr. Chairman, Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am deeply honored and very pleased with the result of my re‑election.

I sincerely thank all of you for your confidence in me.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ] 

At this happy moment, I would like to thank the Chinese Government for their decision and support for putting forward my candidature to this position, 

To thank Liu Liyua, the Vice‑Minister of MIIT and his Delegation for their efforts for joining the meeting to promote my candidature. 

To thank all delegates and experts with whom I have worked over the last four years, to the ITU staff, for their invaluable support and cooperation shown to me, and finally I would like to thank my wife who has always stood by my side.

[ Applause ] 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Hamadoun Toure, Secretary General re‑elected for his second term.

Over the last four years, he has constantly shown me his full confidence and respect, sometimes with his own way to challenge me with new tasks.

Thanks to his good will, we have a very enjoyable working environment between the two of us.

Having been re‑elected at the same time for both of us, I see a clear message from you all that you appreciate the good relationship between us and that you wish us to continue.

I would like to assure you that I will do my best to fulfill my responsibilities as Deputy Secretary‑General in general and to assist him in the management of the Union in particular.

Mr. Chairman, with the continuing and rapidly changing environment, the ITU has managed to adapt itself to the new situation that ITU keeps its pre‑eminent status both in the public sector and the private sector.

It is clear to us that without the support from our Members, it would not be possible for ITU to enjoy today's recognition by the world telecommunication and information family.

For our future endeavors, I kindly invite your continuous support.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the Directors with whom I had the privilege to work over the last 4 years.

Two of them, Mr. Malcolm Johnson, Director of TSB, and Mr. Sami Al‑Basheer, Director of BDT, are standing for their re‑elections.

I wish them good luck.

The last one, but surely not the least one, Mr. Valery Timofeev, has successfully completed his second term, and therefore he will leave the management team of ITU.

He is a wonderful colleague with a very rich professional knowledge, very strong leadership skills, and very friendly personality.

He and I both enjoyed our personal gifts in the Spring of 2009, when I got my first grandchild in January 2009, whom 

I called my own 3G.

The Secretary‑General always told me that I'm not qualified for this, because I did not have 3G.

All the others had 3G so therefore, I was very are proud to enjoy my 3G in the spring of 2009.

And soon afterwards, Valery has had a great grandson that I have called a 4G product for him.

Of course, he's the Director of PR.

P are R is always advised on technologies and when we're talking about 4G technologies, he already enjoyed his 4G. 

I wish him a very happy life particularly enjoying his own specific 4G.

Surely I would like to see him if he would join our activities one way or another in the future, since he is still young in his spirit of life.

[ Applause ]

I thank you very much for your attention, gracias.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, the Deputy Secretary‑General and the one who has been reelected for the coming four years.

I have a list of people who are asking for the floor.

May I remind you to please be brief.

I am sure that if we go to the number of countries that voted in favor, it will be difficult to have over 150 interventions so please be brief.

Please do not repeat yourselves.

If you're asking as a point of order, would you please request the use of the floor by pressing the button that is in front of you so we can have a proper order to give the use of the floor, please.

Thank you.

Pakistan has the floor.

>> Representative From Pakistan:  Thank you very much, Mr. President, for giving me the floor.

On behalf of Government and people of Pakistan, I facilitate Mr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Zhao for the re‑election.

Mr. Hamadoun Touré, your success is no surprise, as you richly deserve this position.

We're all proud of you.

You were counting the blessings of the almighty and you had made mention of all others.

Let me mention we're all proud of you, the whole Telecom fraternity looks forward to your successful stint as Secretary‑General for the coming term.

I'm sure under your dynamic leadership, ITU will continue acting as a catalyst to bring about a quality of change in the lives of people all over the world.

I'm sure and I look forward to working with both the Secretary‑General and the Deputy Secretary‑General, and we wish you a great success.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: We will continue with the speeches of congratulations.

I'd just like to remind you that we have another issue.

We will be dealing with any other business of this plenary.

In order to define the exact hour when we will reconvene for the next election, so please be aware of that.

I will suggest something on that matter.

That will be posted on the Internet.

Sorry for the intervention.

That was just for the matter of people who are moving around.

Tunisia, you have the floor, please.

>> Representative From Tunisia:  On behalf of Tunisia, I'd like to express to Dr. Hamadoun Touré my congratulations for his re‑election as the Secretary‑General of the ITU.

I'd also like to express my congratulations to Mr. Zhao for his re‑election as the Deputy Secretary‑General.

Tunisia will support the team so that you will continue with your work in the coming four years in the field of training and communication.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

Japan has the floor.

>> Representative From Japan:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of the Japanese Government, let me take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao for their being elected for a second term.

We have full confidence that they fulfill their commitments in the coming four years as they did in the past.

And we are looking forward to seeing ITU to be more permanent and positively contribute to the lives of the people in the world.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Japan.

Nigeria, please.

>> Representative From Nigeria:  Chairman, on behalf of the Government and people of Nigeria and the Nigeria Delegation present at this conference I want to congratulate the Secretary‑General, Dr. Touré and the Deputy Secretary‑General Mr. Zhao for their re‑election to continue for the next four years in their capacities as Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General of our great Union.

Nigeria is proud of these two fellows, and pledges to continue to work in harmony with them to take the Union to a greater height.

Once more, I say congratulations to Secretary‑General Dr. Touré, and Deputy Secretary‑General, Mr. Zhao, and also wish you all God's wisdom and protection.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Korea, please.

>> Representative From Korea:  Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Republic of Korea, I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations on the re‑election of Secretary‑General Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Deputy Secretary‑General Mr. Houlin Zhao.

I'm confident your continuous commitment will be clearly illustrated at the 2014 Plenipotentiary Conference to be held in the Republic of Korea and hope further progress will be achieved with tangible results.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Saudi Arabia, please.

>> Representative From Saudi Arabia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

We'd like to express our thanks to Dr. Hamadoun Touré and also to the Deputy Secretary‑General, Dr. Zhao, for their re‑election at the Head of This very important institution, ITU.

We trust them totally in their future actions for their election, and we wish them all the best.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Saudi Arabia.

The United Arab Emirates.

>> Representative From United Arab Emirates:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of the United Arab Emirates we'd like to express our congratulations to Dr. Hamadoun Touré and also Dr. Zhao for their re‑election as Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General of the ITU.

We are profoundly convinced that both of them will be continuing the great work they've done for this organization in the coming four years and that they will keep all their promises in the coming four years.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

I think that 150‑odd people want to take the floor simply to congratulate the officers who have been reelected.

I unfortunately will have to close the list because of the time because of the fact that we have to redefine the time when we will resume elections.

I apologize to all of those who want to ‑‑ I agree that every vote is a way of congratulating the officers in the future, and I thank you, if you can be very, very brief.

Thank you.

Some of the people who have asked for the floor are withdrawing.

I insist please press the button, thank you. 

We'll give Greece the floor a.

In due time.

I insist.

Since it's a quarter past 12:00 and you must remember that our session ends at half past 12:00, if you can be very, very brief, we will all thank you so that we can resume this session.

Indonesia, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Indonesia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Indonesia did not want to miss this opportunity to congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Dr. Houlin Zhao.

Both are a great friend of Indonesia.

Indonesia is a developing country with more than 237 million populations, and 5,400 kilometer from West to east and more than 17,000 islands.

I really wish with an Indonesia connection in ICT.

So as the vision of Secretary‑General of ITU we wish you support in realizing it.

Once again, congratulations to both of you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Apparently, Greece is facing some problems with the pressing of the button, so I'm going to give Greece the floor.

Could we give the floor to Greece, please?

Microphone to Greece.

Please be brief.

Thank you.

>> Representative From Greece:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Excuse me for this inconvenience regarding our communication with this electronic system.

At any rate, I thank you for having given me the floor.

I am moved and at the same time proud to see that very good friends of mine are reelected at the Head of the ITU.

I am moved because my very dear friend and brother from Black Africa, Hamadoun Touré, is continuing the great tradition that we began in May '85 to institutionalize aid for development, which was indeed the great new mission of the ITU.

Thank God, thanks to the efforts of my dear friend and colleague Hamadoun Touré, the ITU found back what was its great role in a very humane perspective.

Second, because Hamadoun Touré had the great courage to intervene regarding the protection of the Internet and the cyberspace.

In my opinion, these two things are very important for the future of the ITU.

We not only our country but everybody, all our colleagues here present, we are sure that he will continue to give ‑‑ to make an enormous effort so that ITU may make progress in a modern way with solidarity and in an autonomous way, which is very important.

And he mentioned the moon.

I'd like to say that today, it's 53 years after the launching of Sputnik I that changed the mankind.

With my very honest wishes for my friend Touré and my friend Zhao on the other side of this great country, because during their first election, I said they are both the extreme of the world.

So we have all the world at the head of the ITU.

I'd like to thank you and I wish them both all the best, all the best, all the best.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Greece.

Before going on with my list, which is still very long list, and I repeat, I beg of you to be brief.

I know that there is much emotion in the room, but I'm going to interrupt momentarily this item about congratulations to go to item number 4 of the agenda, that is other business.

I'd like to call your attention to the time we've taken for the election.

It began at 9:30, perhaps 9:45.

The time it took for the tellers who have done a wonderful job, but you saw that it took perhaps more than 30 minutes.

These were two bulletins to be examined.

In the afternoon, we're going to examine three bulletins for the directors or the heads of each of the offices, so the proposal was for the next plenary session to start at 4:00.

However, having seen the time that the tellers need and for the process to take place, may I ask you to please meet at 3:30, that is, 15:30, 15 hours and 30 minutes.

So that we may have enough time for the voting.

I am sure we can do this a bit faster.

We understood how to check the ballots, but in the afternoon, we're going to have more candidates, so if this is agreeable to everybody, we will resume at 15:30.

15 hours, 30 minutes we'll have the next plenary session.

Excuse me.

I'd also ‑‑ I know it's Cameroon.

Ghana.

Ghana has asked for the floor to make a point of order.

Ghana.

>> Representative From Ghana:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

This is simply to remind all Heads of Delegation plus one that we have a luncheon buffet today at the Hotel Presidente and we are kindly inviting all Heads of Delegation plus one other member to join us at the luncheon.

As usual, there will be buses in front of the conference hall to convey Delegates, invited guests, to and from the venue.

Thank you very much.

I'm sure we'll have an opportunity to congratulate both the Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General on another occasion.

Thank you much, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Ghana.

I would like to be completely clear, so forgive me for using English for this case, but maybe I was not clear.

We will continue with the felicitations.

We have not finished the session.

My only proposal is ever since I see that people are leaving the room, I would really like to have a consensus in the hour where we will have our next plenary session.

I am not ending the session.

Ever since it was said that the next plenary was supposed to be at 4:00, 16:00 hours and taking into account the time needed by the tellers to go through the process, what I have put to you, and what we are right now analyzing is that we have our plenary session at 15:30.

I am not suspending the session, 15:30.

I see that everybody's in agreement of this, so our session will begin at 15:30.

Again, I would like to state that just before 15:30, Cameroon will kindly offer a coffee break, if somebody wants to have some coffee before initiating the session at 15:30.

I would also mention that Committee 5 and Committee 6 will be meeting since 2:30 and no later than 3:30.

So I guess that right now, everybody has a good idea what is our time schedule.

And now if it's convenient to everybody, we can come back now to the comments from you.

Sweden, you have the floor, please. 

>> Representative From Sweden:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of the European region, I would like to congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao to the re‑elections as Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General of the ITU.

We are sure that you will continue to develop the International Telecommunication Union in order to ensure that it will remain the preeminent telecommunication organization in close cooperation with the membership of Member States and other members and the regional telecommunications organizations.

We're therefore looking forward to continued cooperation between ITU and the European region.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Trinidad and Tobago.

>> Representative From Trinidad and Tobago:  We join with our colleagues in first congratulating Hamadoun Touré as Secretary‑General, his re‑appointment and equally, Mr. Houlin Zhao as Deputy Secretary‑General.

We appreciate the services that you have given to us over the last four years.

Not only yourselves, but also your families, your wife, your children, and the rest of your family who has made a tremendous contribution for all that we have achieved today.

We just pray that God continues to bless you, keep you strong with good insight and wisdom, and we look forward to continuing to work with you.

God bless you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Malawi, please.

>> Representative From Malawi:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of Region D and the Chairman of African Union and the people of Africa, I wish to congratulate the Secretary‑General and his Deputy for the triumphant victory over this election, wish them the best during the tenure of their office and the four years to come.
Best regards.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: India, please.

>> Representative From India:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me the mic on this very important occasion.

I on behalf of India congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré on his re‑election as the Secretary‑General of the ITU and Mr. Houlin Zhao, on his re‑election as the Deputy Secretary‑General of the ITU.

Mr. Chairman, the re‑election of Dr. Touré and Mr. Zhao will definitely provide the much needed continuity in the working of the ITU and provide us with an opportunity to further utilize the immense experience of these two eminent personalities for the overall benefit of ICT in all the Member States.

Our best wishes to both the officials for a successful second term.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Malaysia, please.

>> Representative From Malaysia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Malaysia would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao for ‑‑ on their re‑election as Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General of ITU.

And Malaysia is confident that you will both be able to lead the Union to greater heights.

And Malaysia looks forward to working with both of you in the future.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Portugal has the floor.

Thank you.

Portugal, I'm sorry, can you please give the microphone to Portugal?

>> Representative From Portugal:  In behalf of the Portuguese Government, we want and we feel the obligation to congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao for their re‑election for the posts of Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General of the ITU.

We thank all the support of ITU during the last four years to work together with Portugal in projects to promote e‑inclusion, and also to work in the development of the ITU.

Thank you.

We are glad to say this afternoon, we have a session to explain the e‑school international, which is a project devoted to promote e‑inclusion through students and teachers, and this was possible from the help, the support and the leadership of Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao.

Thank you very much, and congratulations.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: The Philippines.

>> Representative From Philippines:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I'd like to congratulate on behalf of the Philippine Government the Secretary‑General Touré and Deputy Secretary‑General Zhao on their re‑election, and we'd like to reiterate the Philippines' full support on your leadership as you lead us in the next years of your term.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Switzerland.

Now it's Switzerland's turn.

>> Representative From Switzerland:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Switzerland, which is the country that has the seat of the ITU would like to congratulate the ticket, the winning ticket, Secretary‑General Mr. Hamadoun Touré and the Deputy Secretary‑General, Mr. Houlin Zhao.

We know that the Secretary‑General will demonstrate his usual wisdom.

He'll be able to run the future ITU team for the upcoming term.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Switzerland.

Ukraine.

>> Representative From Ukraine:  Thank you for giving me this opportunity to offer our congratulations to Dr. Touré, our Secretary‑General, and to Mr. Zhao, his Deputy, upon their re‑election.

The Delegation of Ukraine and the whole of Ukraine telecommunications are delighted to see Dr. Touré and Mr. Zhao in these very important posts, and we're so happy that Mr. Touré continues to lead our Union.

With all our hearts, we wish you and your families all success, and success in your posts.

The whole of Ukraine loves you and will always be beside you in our wonderful Union.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: The United States.

>> Representative From United States:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

We wish to extend our sincerest congratulations and best wishes to Secretary‑General Touré and Deputy Secretary‑General Zhao.

Your election is an affirmation of your commitment to advancing global communications connectivity to all our citizens, so that the full potential of the Information Society can be realized.

We very much look forward to working with you over the next four years and we continue to offer our unqualified support.

Again, congratulations and best wishes for your continued success and your leadership of the ITU.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: China.

>> Representative From China:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

First of all, I'd like to congratulate Dr. Touré and Mr. Zhao for their re‑election as the Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General.  

The Chinese Government would like to thank the trust and support of the Governments and friends for their long‑term support to Mr. Zhao.

And we'd like to thank you for your trust and support to Mr. Zhao.

The Chinese Government will always give great importance and support the work of the Union.

We're committed to strengthening cooperation with all the Member States.

We'd like to contribute more to ITU.

Here I'd like to take the opportunity to announce that from 2012 to 2015, China will increase the contribution units from 10 to 12.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much indeed.

I'd like to thank you for the increase in the contribution, as well.

Now it is half past 12:00.

And I'd like to call upon the interpreters to demonstrate their support if they could maintain their support so we can finish the list of speakers.

We would like to thank the interpreters in advance for the support they're giving us.

Thank you.

Bangladesh.

>> Representative From Bangladesh:  Mr. Chairman, on behalf of Bangladesh Delegation it gives me immense pleasure to extend our heartiest congratulations to Dr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary‑General, and Mr. Houlin Zhao, Deputy Secretary‑General, on their very deserving re‑election.

This is a recognition of the hard work and dedication.

Dear Hamadoun, you visited Bangladesh and saw the commitment and activities of our Government to make Bangladesh fully digitized.

We know your vision and commitment.

And under your leadership we wish to make continued progress in reducing the global digital divide.

Our Delegation reaffirms its full support to you and Mr. Zhao's work in the next four years.

Dr. Touré and Mr. Zhao, we wish you all the best.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Russia, please.

>> Representative From Russia:  Thank you, Sir.

I would like to thank you for this opportunity to congratulate our friends, Dr. Touré and Dr. Zhao, not only on behalf of Russia and the Russian Government, but on behalf of the RCC, as well.

There's been a long relationship between the RCC and the management of the ITU, and we are confident that in an age when our sector is changing so fast and very new relationships, the legal relationship, new terms, new understandings, new concepts are emerging.

The leadership of the ITU is more important than ever and it's thanks to your team that the necessary continuity is there, and this will ensure that the role of the ITU will continue.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Azerbaijan.

>> Representative From Azerbaijan:  On behalf of the delegation to congratulate Secretary‑General Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Houlin Zhao with successful re‑election to the position of the Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General.

Secretary‑General Hamadoun Touré after election in 2006 to this position brought a new stage to the life of ITU and a lot of programs have been implemented and are closer with Azerbaijan develop different projects and we believe that this tenure of Mr. General Secretary and Secretary‑General this program will be continued our close cooperation will be successful.

Congratulations and all the best on behalf of Azerbaijan delegation.

Thanks.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Italy, I think Italy wish to speak.

Italy, can right ahead.

>> Representative From Italy:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I hope by the end of The Conference I'll be able to understand finally how to use the microphone, I had terrible switching.

But I'd like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Secretary‑General and to our Deputy Secretary‑General as well.

We have had a number of opportunities already to understand, to appreciate their comprehension, various themes, high skill level as well and I am happy to be able to deepen our contribution with them and the team that they will be heading up.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: The Marshall Islands.

>> Representative From Marshall Islands:  Mr. Chairman, thank you for this opportunity, although Marshall Island was not privileged to cast its ballot this morning regardless we want to congratulate Dr. Touré and Mr. Zhao on their re‑election.

And it is welcoming news to hear what the Secretary‑General, Dr. Touré to, say about our small island developing state.

And in moving forward with the partnership that is already established.

We're looking forward to continuing to work with both of you and with the great union.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Haiti.

>> Representative From Haiti:  Thank you, Sir.

On behalf of the government of Haiti we would like to add our voice to what has already been said by other countries in order to congratulate Mr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao.

On their re‑election and we would like to use this opportunity to offer our heartfelt congratulations and thanks to the Secretary‑General for the support which he offers our country.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: We'll be closing the list now.

As you know our interpreters do require their rest period.

We have Canada, Comoros, Zambia, Kenya and Benin and Palestine.

We'd like to avoid having any repetitions.

Right, it will be closing the list because there have been a lot of congratulations, it shows just how happy we are to see our officers re‑elected.

Canada, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Canada:  Thank you, Sir.

On behalf of the delegation of Canada, I would like to offer our congratulations to Dr. Touré and to Mr. Zhao for their re‑election.

We would like to congratulate both Dr. Touré, Secretary‑General and Dr. Zhao Deputy Secretary‑General for their re‑election.

Canada looks forward to working with you for the next period.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you.

The Comoros.

>> Representative From Comoros:  Thank you, Sir.

On behalf of the government of the union of the Comoros, we would like to add our voice to what has been said already by all the previous speakers at this plenary and congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré as our Secretary‑General on his re‑election and also Mr. Houlin Zhao the Deputy Secretary‑General upon his re‑election.

It was an excellent election and we would like to offer our full support for the coming four‑year period.

And to tell them both that we remain faithful to all the commitments which we have undertaken within this organization.

To make sure that the work of the union moves forward.

So congratulations again.

We wish you all success in your work, thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Zambia.

>> Representative From Zambia:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, information and communication technology is the greatest wave of human development in our time.

Which is transforming the lives of humanity the world over.

Zambia, therefore, joins the rest of the world in congratulating Dr. Touré and Mr. Zhao on their re‑election as Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General respectively.

Their re‑election to this important positions in ITU is a demonstration of the highest confidence by all of us in their leadership of our organization.

To both of them we say from Zambia, congratulations and we shall support you.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Kiribati.

>> Representative From Kiribati:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Republic of Kiribati, I'd like to congratulate Hamadoun Touré on your re‑election and wish to thank you for emphasizing the small island states as one of your priorities in the next four years.

Mr. Chairman, I would also like to congratulate Houlin Zhao for his re‑election and wish that the two of you can maturely take in to account the leader of small island developing state in your program for the next four years.

We wish the two of you great success in the next four years.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Belgium.

>> Representative From Belgium: 

>> Representative From Belgium:  Mr. Chairman on behalf of the European Union I would like to congratulate Mr. Touré and Mr. Zhao with the election.

The results shows that the ITU family has put a great confidence and trust in the leadership.

The countries of the European Union are convinced that they will bring the ITU in to the future and we will give them full support in the coming four years.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Gabon.

>> Representative From Gabon:  Thank you, Mr. President.

I would like to add to the Declaration of support which you heard from Malawi on behalf of the African union and have our sincere and offer our sincere congratulations to the two great human beings who are behind the success of the mission of our leadership of the organization.

I'm talking about Mrs. Touré and Mrs. Zhao.

>> F. Borjón: Finally, Mali.

>> Representative From Mali.

Thank you, Sir.

On behalf of his lent see ‑‑ His Excellency, Hamadoun Touré, on behalf of the Mexican Republic the government of my country and the delegation which I have the honor of leading and on my own personal behalf, too, I would like to say how very grateful we are to all members of the ITU for the almost unanimous vote re‑electing Dr. Hamadoun Touré to lead our work.

This is the most eloquent witness to the appreciation of Mr. Hamadoun Touré's personal qualities and those of his team, which he has worked with over these four years.

It is a matter of legitimate pride to us that you have shown your confidence in him yet again.

It is also a source of encouragement to Dr. Touré to continue in his work and achieve even greater success over the next four years.

May I also use this opportunity to say to Mr. Zhao how warmly we congratulate him as the delegation of Mali on his re‑election as Deputy Secretary‑General.

Of the organization.

Thank you to all Member States, thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Now, we have finished the speakers' list.

Our heartfelt congratulations to Messrs. Zhao and Touré we'll close this session very soon and we will return here to the plenary session at half past 3:00.

3:30.

For the elections of the directors.

Before we look at the item, Palestine had asked for the floor.

I will give the floor now to Palestine.

>> Representative From Palestine:  Thank you, Sir.

For giving us the opportunity to take the floor since we don't always have the right to vote but we do have the right to express our gratitude and our sincere congratulations to Mr. Touré and Mr. Zhao for their re‑election.

On behalf of the Palestinian delegation I would like to offer serious congratulations to Mr. Touré and Mr. Zhao upon their re‑election.

Re‑electing them means that we have re‑elected ourselves to the right to another four years of their wisdom and their competence in doing their difficult job.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: So now after we close the list there was some countries that wanted to have their name on the list, there's Benin and Bhutan.

We'll hear from them then indeed close the list and everybody will have the opportunity to go hug Mr. Touré.

Benin you have the floor.

>> Representative From Benin:  On behalf of the government of my country, the Republic of Benin I would like to offer Mr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Zhao our warmest congratulations.

I would like to reassure you that you have the full support of Benin, you and your team in running the ITU for the next four years.

This is the message from the Minister of Communications of Benin, thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Bhutan, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Bhutan:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

It is only but correct and right on my part on behalf of Bhutan to congratulate Dr. Hamadoun Touré and Mr. Houlin Zhao for their re‑election.

And this is true also to state the wisdom of the ITU family members showing their confidence on the two regional leaders.

Particularly when Dr. Hamadoun Touré said that the next four years he'll be taking care of the landlocked countries and island nations.

And I am sure with his thought and the way the two leaders have gone about providing and bringing out the difference and the positive difference in the lives of the ITU family, I wish them successful four years and Bhutan is always there to provide whatever commitment and support that the ITU family needs along the way to bring us happiness in to this world of ours, thank you and congratulations to you all once more.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Very well.

Now we will be closing the session.

Let's go back at half past 3:00 sharp.

To reopen the plenary for elections of the directors and also committees 5 and 6 so there will be coffee break.

Be back at half past 3:00.

15:30.

Please do not forget your pens for the next election.

[ Lunch Break at 12:55 ] 
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