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>> F. Borjón: Hello, good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

If you could please take your seats, we will be very grateful.

We are almost ready to begin.

Please take your seats.

Ladies and gentlemen, kindly come in and be seated so that we can begin. 

Good morning.

I hope that you've all had a good rest.

And that you're ready.

Now, let's begin these fourth and fifth sessions of the plenary.

Yesterday, yesterday evening we had four wonderful receptions and I'd like to thank all of those countries that hosted those receptions.

France's wonderful hospitality, Iran as well, and we discovered the similarities between Iran and Mexico, because of the colors of the flag.

Red, white, and green.

And so there were many kind people there.

The United Arab Emirates as well hosted a wonderful reception, and I was able to meet the distinguished Minister.

Yesterday she provided the Policy Statement of the United Arab Emirates, and also Russia, as well.

Russia also held a reception that was very generous, many people attended so I would like to thank all of those countries that held those truly impressive events.

And today, I'd also like to thank them for the breakfast that was held.

We had the possibility to come to know women's networking, so a heartfelt thanks to all of you who organized these events.

These events enable us to get to know one another better.

In this way we can better clarify our understanding of what we're all doing.

So my heartfelt thanks.

The first item on the agenda, PP‑10 ADM/15.

This is the draft agenda for these fourth and fifth sessions.

First item on the agenda indeed is the approval thereof, approval of the agenda.

I'd like to ask the assembly if we can agree to approve this agenda.

Very well, the agenda is approved.

The agenda as you know for the fourth and fifth session of the plenary.

Second item on our agenda, we have the Council report on the activities of the Union.

For the years 2007‑2010.

And I would like to call upon our distinguished Chairman of the Council, Mr. Jha from India.

To provide us with the presentation of document PP‑10/20.

Mr. Jha, India, could you kindly present this document.

>> Mr. Jha:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

A very good morning to all of you.

On behalf of the Council, I have the honor of presenting document number 20 which aims to give an overview of the main activities of the Union since the last Plenipotentiary Conference, and summarizing progress in the implementation of the strategic plan during 2008 to 2011.

In accordance with the expressed wishes of ITU's Member States, the management have focused ITU's activity on achieving ITU's seven strategic goals.

During the last 40 years I had a number of activities which are in this activity report of the Union.

I would say that the entire four years of the Union was full of activities as are in document 20 which is quite comprehensive.

I shall briefly summarize the structure of the report.

Part I highlights the key trends of ITU membership and the present status of the ratification of the basic instruments of the Union.

Part II summarizes the activities of the Council ‑‑

>> F. Borjón: Sorry, just a second, Mr. Jha.

We are having some problems with the Cuban Delegation that is not able to listen.

Sorry, I will ask Mr. Jha to begin again, sorry.

But I would like to know if everything is okay with Cuba.

Cuba, is everything all right now?

Cuba, is everything all right?

I give the floor to Cuba.

There's a bit of a problem ‑‑ the interpretation wasn't coming through on the Spanish channel, so it wasn't only a problem for Cuba.

But now everything is all right.

Thank you very much indeed.

>> F. Borjón: The problem is solved, is it Sir?

>> Representative From Cuba:  Yes, yes, we can hear the interpreters, yes, thank you.

Thank you very much indeed.

>> F. Borjón: Yes, Mr. Jha, I do indeed apologize, if you could be so kind as to start again, begin over again right from the top.

The Council report.

Could you please begin again.

>> R. Jha:  Mr. Chairman, distinguished Plenipotentiaries, ladies and gentlemen, very, very good morning to all of you.

On behalf of the Council, I have the honor of presenting document number 20, which aims to give an overview of the main activities of the Union since the last Plenipotentiary Conference, and summarizing progress in the implementation of the strategic plan during 2008 to 2011.

In accordance with the expressed wishes of the ITU's Member States, the management have focused ITU's activities on achieving ITU's seven strategic goals.

In the last 40 years, the ITU has undertaken a large number of activities which are systematically listed in this activities report of the Union.

I would say that the entire 4 year period of the Union was full of activities as mentioned in document 20, and was quite comprehensive.

I shall briefly summarize the structure of the report.

Part I highlights the key trends of the ITU membership and the present status of ratification of the basic instruments of the Union.

Part II summarizes the activities of the Council in its ordinary and extraordinary sessions, and Council Working Groups since 2006.

Part III gives an John view of progress in ITU's work to implement the strategic plan 2008‑2011.

It summarizes the work of all the three sectors and the General‑Secretariat in meeting their objectives under Resolution 71, part IV describes the progress in the specific decisions, Resolutions and recommendations on which ITU is required to report to the Plenipotentiary Conference.

Annex I provides a list of all ITU Member States and Sector Members and contributory units.

Annex II is also available as an information document, with the list of recommended possible actions, proposed by the Secretariat, to be taken by PP‑10 in respect of ITU decisions, Resolutions and recommendations.

Council has approved parts 1 to IV of the document and took note of annex II.

Since 2010, ordinary session, this report has been updated to take into account the various reports produced by the Council Working Groups since April.

It also has undergone minor editorial changes to reflect counselors' finer points of concern regarding the use of hyperlinks, the status of WTPF opinions, and the role of Member States to propose measures or actions to the Plenipotentiary Conference as they deem appropriate.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my presentations.

I invite the Plenipotentiary Conference to review and approve this report of the Council on ITU's activities in accordance with the strategic plan and the strategic objectives set for the Union.

Thank you.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Mr. Jha.

Chairman of the Council.

I'd like to thank you for that very clear report.

Now we can put it before the assembly for review and approval.

Are there any comments on Mr. Jha's report?

So the floor is open.

We can entertain comments.

Chile, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Chile:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

First and foremost, I would like to thank the Chairman of the Council for submitting that report to us.

My Delegation would like to voice some brief comments with regard to part IV, application of the decisions, solutions, recommendations of the ITU, and especially Resolution 25 for the strengthening of regional presence.

There can be no doubt that the presence of the office of the ITU in various regions is extremely important.

For my country, the area office Santiago, Chile, has performed extremely good work.

I do apologize.

A brief interruption.

As I was saying, Mr. Chairman, the ITU office area office that is based, head quartered in Santiago, Chile, in my country has performed a very good job.

For us, this office has been priceless support when it came to dealing with the emergency caused by the earthquake and the tidal wave that occurred in February last.

That provided almost total collapse of our telecommunications network at the regional level and also when it came to our links with the outside world.

And we should ‑‑ my Delegation would also like to take into consideration the support that this office has been providing to our satellite communications system, and this is something that's currently under study in Chile.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, indeed, for those comments, Chile.

And yes, I do trust.

We can see that the Regional Office is doing a very good job.

Zambia, please.

Zambia.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Zambia:  Sorry, Chair.

It was my error.

>> F. Borjón: Oh, that's all right, Zambia.

Thank you for clarifying.

There don't seem to be any more requests to speak.

Any more requests to take the floor.

Looking around the room.

Hence, we can consider that the report now has been reviewed.

This is Mr. Jha's report.

It is approved, thank you.

Thank you very much indeed.

Now if we move on to the third item on our agenda, series of texts from the editorial Committee to the plenary.

I still see these documents aren't ready yet so I'd have to call upon you to bear with us because Committees 5 and 6 are not in session, so what I would like to do is for us ‑‑ we're going to have to perhaps hold this item back and deal with it a bit later, deal with this in the afternoon session.

Once the documents are ready.

And once we've had time, also, to review the documents.

I do apologize for that.

And so today at half past 2:00, we can deal with this item, item 3 on the agenda.

I do apologize for that change but this is necessary to make sure everybody has the opportunity to read these documents.

Under item 3.

I do apologize in advance for that change.

So having carried forward item 3 we can move on to item 4 on the agenda.

But before we actually go on to item 4, strictly speaking I'd just like to remind you that today, our session will finish up at 12:15.

Exception, it will finish at quarter past 12:00, because we're going to ‑‑ there will be a photograph taken, a group picture taken, at 12:15, and we will know by then where the photo will be taken.

Apparently it will be taken near the cafe, coffee house.

That will be at 12:15.

I'll be very happy to be in the picture with all of you.

That picture will be taken as I said at 12:15.

Thank you.

Now, having informed you on that, we can move on to item 4, general Policy Statements.

I'd just like to remind you of the rules that we have determined.

And that have stood us in very good stead because we were able to finish up at half past 5:00 sharp.

All of the speakers stuck to the time limit.

They were able to pass on their wisdom to us in these political ‑‑ Policy Statements, so everyone was able to speak.

This was thanks to the fact that everybody stuck to the rules that were laid down, being concise, concrete, short, sharp, and I would like to thank you all for that support, and I'd just like to thank you in advance for your efforts.

I'll try to be deserving of your rigor and your concision so if you could all stick within the 5 minute time limit, that would be wonderful.

Let's now hear the general Policy Statements.

We'll kick off with Indonesia.

Indonesia, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Indonesia:  Your Excellencies, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, ITU Secretary‑General, Mr. Juan Francisco Molinar Horcasitas, Minister of Communications and Transportation of Mexico, Mr. Houlin Zhao, Deputy Secretary‑General, Mr. Valery Timofeev, Director of BR.

Mr. Sami Al‑Basheer, Director BDT.

Mr. Malcolm Johnson, Director, TSB, Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to be here with you today representing Indonesia to deliver briefly a perspective of the global challenges that ITU members have to face in developing the ICT sectors.

Even though my mind is telling me that this is morning in Mexico, but my body keep telling me that this is close to midnight in Indonesia.

Before doing so, let me express my sincere appreciation to the International Telecommunications Union under the leadership of Mr. Secretary‑General for wonderfully preparing this Plenipotentiary Conference.

Let me also congratulate to you, Mr. Chairman, and your Vice‑Chairman of the conference.

The Chairman and Vice‑Chairman of the Committees and Working Groups for your elections.

I would also like to congratulate warmly Timor‑Leste for joining the Union.

My sincere gratitude also goes to the Government of Mexico for kindly hosting us here in the beautiful city of Guadalajara with the warm welcome of its people.

I do believe that this would generate an atmosphere that is conducive for us to exchange views and share experiences and arrive at crucial policies and decisions for the benefit of ITU membership and man kind.

Indonesia promotes genuine and concrete cooperation and cooperation in developing countries in providing those countries with ICT infrastructure.

It will enhance the welfare of our populations, and foster the socioeconomic development of those countries by extending the National network to our most remote and underserved areas.

For public communication as well as e‑health and e‑education to achieve this, Indonesia welcomes the cooperation with the industrialized countries.

Such cooperation mentioned above leads to the ultimate goal for growth and therefore all efforts have to be directed to support it.

And most importantly the potential of ITU in assisting the developing countries.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the role of ITU in this particular area is paramount if we would like to achieve the above major goals for the developing countries with the industrialized countries.

A better telecommunication and ICT environment will need multilateral cooperation in the pro growth approach.

This will be complemented with more effective bilateral cooperation for the benefit of both the developing countries, as well as developed countries.

On the issue of the future of National telecommunication and ICT networks that stand on broadband access, we need a well‑planned, high‑capacity National network to reach the villages and the remotest areas, it is the most effective way in guaranteeing an affordable modernized ICT access for the whole population.

Indonesia has been involved in many strategic issues such as the ITU contributing services as the first Director of the BDT and persistently opting for the greater assistance for the developing world.

It is a two‑way strategy, as the assistance for the developing countries would guarantee a better market for the industrialized countries.

And more importantly, a better partner to the more developed world.

Therefore, Indonesia would like to continue its efforts in achieving the noble goals of ITU and its membership for the best interests of the developing as well as the advanced members.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, finally on behalf of Indonesia I strongly hope we would strive for common ground of a better future and strong ITU for the better development of ICT for all of our populations.

Once again, Indonesia reiterates its commitment to support ITU in bridging the digital divide in the rapid development of National telecommunication and ICT networks to realize a better world for man kind to live.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Now we go to Kenya.

Kenya, please, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Kenya:  Thank you very much Mr. Chairman for honoring me and allowing me to greet the distinguished Delegates and Delegates of this Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU. 

Let me also take this opportunity to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, for your able stewardship of this conference so far.

On behalf of my delegation and on my own behalf I wish to register our compliments to the Government and people of the United States of Mexico for the exemplary hospitality extended to us since our arrival in this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

Mr. Chairman, the Government of Kenya has identified the development of ICTs as one of the key pillars of our development focus called Vision 2030.

As such, the Government has continued to encourage increased investment in this sector by removing all barriers to open market.

In the recent past, we have enacted legislations that give particular incentives to investors in this field

Last year, the Government enacted legislation that facilitated convergence of our ICT market to conform to the realities prevailing the world over.

This move further removed regulatory obstacles that had been slowing down the growth in the industry.

We now have a market marked by vibrant competition.

This attractive market now boasts of four mobile phone operators with a combined subscription base of just over 20 million, representing a penetration rate of 51.2%.

The mobile signal covers 85 per cent of the population and 34 per cent of the land mass

Besides wider access, the consumer in Kenya is also enjoying lower connection charges due to increased competition in the market.

In addition, we are now in the process of implementing the Mobile Service Provider Number Portability.

This step is expected to further bolster the level of competition in the mobile telecommunications market and enhance consumer choice.

Kenyans will effectively start porting their numbers by the end of the year.

In realization of the importance of upgrading our networks to broadband, Kenya has in the past three years seen the construction of three undersea optic fibre cables connecting the country to the rest of the world.

The latest of these cables was inaugurated earlier in the year by Dr. Hamadoun Touré, the Secretary General of ITU.

The broadband connectivity in not only enhancing productivity in the private sector, but has also been applied by Government to avail fast and efficient public services across the country in areas of education, health, and governance, among others.

Even with these strides in development, Kenya still requires greater investments in ICTs to reach all parts of the country, some of which are regarded unprofitable by private  service providers.

We are in the final stages of preparing to operationalize our Universal Service Obligation strategies so as to ensure all Kenyans enjoy affordable and reliable communications services regardless of where they live or do business.
Heads of delegation, Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, dear participants, Kenya has been a consistent and committed player within the ITU over the years

Kenya has been a member of the ITU Council since 1982 when it was elected to the organ after hosting a successful Plenipotentiary Conference in Nairobi.

We believe we have played our rightful role in the affairs of the Union, including having been privileged by the ITU membership to chair the Council in 2003.

Kenya is desirous to continuing to work with other member countries to make this union significantly address the emerging needs of nations in the quest of narrowing if not eliminating the digital divide that continues to marginalize developing world.

We believe the Union should no only assist countries bridge this divide but should also act the foremost reference point for the modernization of communications technologies worldwide.

Kenya wishes to play a role in making this happen.

It is with this commitment that Kenya is seeking re‑election to the Council to represent Region D.

Kenya has also offered one of our renowned radio engineers, Mr. Stanley Kibe, for election to the Radio Regulations Board.

We will be counting on your support at the elections next week to enhance our capacity to continue serving the Union for greater prosperity.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I wish to take this opportunity to wish you all the best in your role as we look forward confidently to a successful Plenipotentiary conference here in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Thank you all for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Kenya.

I'd like to call upon the Islamic Republic of Iran to take the floor.

>> Representative From Iran:  In the name of God the compassionate, the merciful, Mr. Fernando, Borjón, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary‑General, Excellencies, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen.

First of all, I'd like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to the people and Government of Mexico for hosting such an important conference of the ITU, and for their kind hospitality.

I congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, for your election to lead this conference in this beautiful and historic city of Guadalajara.

I would also like to welcome Timor‑Leste in joining the ITU.

The Islamic Republic of Iran as one of the oldest members of the International Telecommunication Union believes in the very high and significant role for the ITU as a leading U.N. agency for information communication technology.

ITU for more than 145 years has worked very hard in bringing the hearts and minds of the people of the world closer together through equitable use of the frequency spectrum and the satellite orbits.

It has also helped the developing countries to enhance their telecommunication infrastructure and services in order to overcome and bridge the digital divide.

I would like to thank the ITU and the Secretary‑General, in particular, for working hard in achieving the objectives of the Union, and for taking a leading role in the projects and initiatives such as connect the world, and connect a school, connect a community.

Taking into account the significant role of the ICT enhancement in sustainable economic and social development of the developed and developing countries, ITU can contribute significantly to providing every human being with easy and affordable access to information and communication services.

In this regard, we fully support ITU‑T, ITU‑R and ITU‑D's initiatives to facilitate access to the technical documents and standards of the ITU by the universities and research centers in the member countries.

We also believe that ITU's decision to establish and strengthen the ITU regional offices has proved to be a wise decision.

At the same time, we welcome further cooperation between ITU and the regional telecommunication organizations, such as the Asia Pacific telecommunity, APT.

We are of the opinion that such liaisons are beneficial to both sides.

For example, holding of the preparatory meetings at the regional level prior to the important world conferences and meetings of ITU is quite useful for all members of the region, and particularly for the developing countries.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, we're fortunate to benefit from a high percentage of young, active and educated individuals who have contributed significantly in developing of the software as well as the hardware information, and communication products, not only for the domestic applications, but also with the potential of export to other countries of the region.

In spite of some limitations imposed on us by some countries in recent years, we have been able to expand our telecommunication infrastructure by providing full coverage of the country through a network of more than 45,000 kilometers of optical fiber cables for the backbone, and 80,000 kilometers in the cities throughout the country.

In addition, the telecommunication transmission backbone benefits from 3 international satellite gateways.

Space science and technology has been considered as a high priority technical area in the country, and several satellite‑related projects are in the process of design and manufacturing by the high level University students and Professors to be manufactured by the cooperation with local industry.

It is our policy to further expand the broadband transmission networks offering integrated voice, data, video services, using the state of the art technologies.

In order to implement WSIS action plans, several projects have started such as electronic portal for the provision of all Government services.

Furthermore, the Islamic Republic of Iran has taken a major step to bridge the digital divide by concentrating on provision of rural ICT services.

Today more than 50% of the villages across the country are directly connected and the main ones are indirectly facilitated to offer banking and Internet services as well as other telecommunication services through 10,000 rural ICT offices.

We have gained a lot of experience in providing cost effective rural communications.

We'd be happy to share it with other countries.

I'm pleased to report that the trend towards privatization is continuing rapidly.

Telecommunication company of Iran and all of its 30 subsidiary Provincial telecommunication companies have been privatized in the area of mobile communications.  

We now have 5 mobile operators with a penetration rate of more than 72%.

Broadband wired access, ADSL and broadband wireless access services such as WiMAX have been well received by the public and there's still an interesting market for future investment.

I'd like to take this opportunity to welcome foreign investors to consider this highly interesting and developing market for individual or joint investment.

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, we have great respect and enthusiasm for the activities of the regional International Telecommunication Unions such as APT and ITU.

We have taken responsibilities in the study groups and other activities of both organizations and have hosted a number of important events and activities in Iran and plan to continue further in the future.

We have also designated one of our experienced well qualified engineers as candidate for RR be B for whom we appreciate your support and encouragement.

I ask almighty God to bestow his blessings and mercy on all of us.

Thank you.

[ Applause ] 

>> F. Borjón: I thank the Islamic Republic of Iran for their statement.

And now I would call upon the delegate of Côte d'Ivoire to take the floor.

>> Representative From Côte d'Ivoire:  Chairman, Secretary‑General of the ITU, ladies and gentlemen, Heads of Delegations, distinguished guests, I have the honor and the privilege to transmit the fraternal greetings of his Excellency the President of Côte d'Ivoire to his Excellency the President of the Republic of Mexico, the Government and the people of Mexico.

Côte d'Ivoire would also like to address its sincere greetings to the people and Governments of the countries present at this conference of Plenipotentiaries.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to address the congratulations of the Delegation of Côte d'Ivoire for your brilliant election in leading the work of our conference.

It is no doubt your personal qualities, your abilities and your experience will be extremely useful throughout our work and ensure its full success.

Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the Government of Côte d'Ivoire became aware earlier on of the potential impact of ICTs and is setting up the necessary conditions and legal security in developing the ICTs and knowledge generally.

To do this, we have developed a program to bridge the digital divide to help in those rural and urban areas that are not yet being serviced.

This program which is underway will enable the development of broadband infrastructure through high capacity optical fiber connections and this will enable us to set up the Government ‑‑ the e‑governance project.

We're also aware of the need to harmonize political and regulatory frameworks for the integration of West African telecommunication ICT markets.

The Government has developed within the framework of the IPSAS project a draft Telecom ICT code whose adoption will enable Côte d'Ivoire to the necessary legal and regulatory framework that is competitive and will promote the development of ICTs.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the ITU, and its team, for the tremendous amount of work that has been done during the mandate of the Secretary‑General.

The ITU has done a great deal in promoting ICTs and there's no need to change a winning team.

And so Secretary‑General, you can be assured of the support of Côte d'Ivoire.

The challenges and the development of ICTs which were highlighted during the WSIS in Tunis requires mobilization of Member States together with the ITU to insure the implementation of the broad guidelines of that Summit.

The Côte d'Ivoire is aware of the challenges the ITU has to face in the future which why we are already ready to join in the members Member States of the objectives fixed by the Tunis Summit.

Côte d'Ivoire has already stepped up its participation in the work of the study groups of the three ITU sectors which occupies positions of responsibilities.

Taking into account its commitment to the ITU Côte d'Ivoire is a candidate to the Council and knows it can count on your valuable support and indeed your backing for its election for the African region.

We also hope for your backing in the election of our compatriot member of the BRR.

Today more than ever the determining role of the Union has to be strengthened in particular in granting assistance to LDCs in order to strengthen their ICT development capacity in order to overcome the digital divide and overcome poverty.

Long live international solidarity.

Full success to our work.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Côte d'Ivoire.

Let's move on to hear from Micronesia.

You have the floor.

>> Representative From Micronesia:  Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, ITU Secretary‑General, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

The Government of the federated states of Micronesia is most pleased to participate in this timely and very important conference.

I would seize this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation to ITU for all the horde work in planning and convening in gathering.

I would also like to join previous speakers in thanking the Government of Mexico for hosting the conference and the warm hospitality it has extended to us.

We therefore further express our thanks for the fine facilities and the logistical support for our meeting.

Mr. Chair, our Government has given high priority to the development and implementation of an affordable and reliable National ICT and the necessary infrastructure.

It?

The pursuit of this priority or objective that we come to the Plenipotentiary Conference having participated in numerous other ITU related meetings, regional and subregional conferences dealing with various themes of dimensions of telecommunication.

We also come to Guadalajara to give testimony to the intention of my Government to continue to be a responsible member of ITU.

Just as important we would like to reaffirm our confidence that ITU will continue to make a difference.

After all, ITU is all that we have.

It is the best there is, second to none.

To be sure, we all want to see an effective Union, a Union that focuses increasingly on issues that are relevant to the needs of its Member States including the priorities of the small island developing states.

In previous Plenipotentiary Conferences, convinced that the SIDS have unique challenges that require special handling.

Micronesia did not hesitate joining other parties in raising its voice and calling attention to the unique needs of the small island developing states.

While appreciating the recognition so far given to such unique needs, it is to be further insisted that if ITU shall prevail in carrying out its mission, the approach to addressing the needs of the small island developing states must be on a sustainable, long‑term basis, just as it must be relevant, concrete and flexible.

As earlier noted, the federated states of Micronesia is a small island developing state, whose small population is scattered on many islands spread over a large area in the western and central Pacific Ocean.

Like many other SIDS and particularly as a young island nation, my country still faces formidable challenges in its on going nation‑building endeavors.

We are encouraged by the Millennium Development Goals and the declarations of the World Summit on the Information Society.

Among others, as we strongly believe that the challenges that we continue to face can be mitigated by appropriate ICTs applications.

With appropriate ICT applications, we would be in a better position, for instance, to improve the delivery of health care to our people, provide access to educational opportunities and human resources development, improve the environment of commerce and private business, preserve our cultural heritage and reduce the costs of communication and enhance the reliability of our communication system.

All of which are critical to our economic development and social progress.

I am pleased to report that the State of Pohnpei, which is also the seat of our National Government, has acquired broadband connectivity as of April 1st this year.

With the inauguration of a submarine fiber optic cable.

We thank the U.S. Government for the assistance and support rendered to my country to the State of Pohnpei, one of the four states of our federation.

It is the priority of the FSM Government to have the entire country have broadband connectivity.

Regrettably the digital divide continues to exist for 3/4 of the country as our Government faces the great challenge to bring greater bandwidth and broadband connectivity to the other three states in our federation.

Paying special attention to the need for the universal services as well to the rural and remote island communities in our country.

Expanding reliable and affordable wireless services and community‑based telecenters is part and parcel of the challenge for which we seek the guidance and support of the ITU, including our development partners and friends.

As we enter the Information Society of the 21st century, my Government recognizes the imperative to conduct a comprehensive review of our own domestic policies and regulations to ensure that we have the appropriate environment for affordable and reliable wireless and Internet services, aside from telephonic communication.

I am pleased to note that my Government has embarked upon this undertaking for which the technical expertise of the Union and other parties will be most welcome.

Mr. Chair, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to conclude by reiterating the high hopes that my Country Places on the application of appropriate ICTs as a critical key to our economic development and social progress.

We are doing the best that we can within our means.

We are encouraged by the observation that our challenges can be met by the regional and global spirit of collective and collaborative efforts to connect the unconnected, and to bring broadband connectivity at affordable costs for the benefit of all humankind.

On this note, allow me, Mr. Chairman, to end by recalling these few words spoken during the WSIS II in Tunisia.

I quote, we must not be satisfied with mere expression of principles.

Lofty principles are meaningless if they are not translated into real actions, unquote.

Let these few words be our sailing course here in Guadalajara.

Thank you so much, and muchas gracias.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Micronesia.

Now I'd like to give the floor to Lesotho.

>> Representative From Lesotho, Chairperson, Honorable Ministers, Heads of Delegations, Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it is a great honor for me to address this conference on behalf of the Government of the kingdom of Lesotho.

On behalf of my Delegation I wish to thank our host and the people of Mexico at large for their great warmth and splendid organization of this great conference.

I also wish to acknowledge the able leadership of the ITU Secretary‑General, Dr. Hamadoun Touré, and his team during the past four years in steering the business of the Union.

Lesotho remains a proud member of ITU and attributes most of its successes in the communications sector over the past years to its association with ITU.

In 1999, the Government of Lesotho adopted a telecommunication policy that ushered in the liberalization of the communications sector.

Consequent thereto in June 2000, the Parliament of the kingdom of Lesotho passed a piece of legislation which established the Lesotho communications authority with a mandate to regulate communications sector in Lesotho.

The legislation gave the authority the mandate to issue licenses to operators, promote fair competition, approve tariffs, manage the radio frequency spectrum, empower and protect consumers, type approved terminal equipment and handle other related matters.

Since then, the communications sector in Lesotho has developed rapidly in terms of network coverage.

Increased the variety of services being offered, and in the number of people having access to communication services.

The Government also privatized the incumbent telecommunication entity which had either to also act as a regulator of radio frequency spectrum.

Through the proposal of the 70% majority share holding, the above policy interventions and decisions were aimed at accelerating socioeconomic development of Lesotho, using the communications sector as one of the key sectors.

Chairperson, it is gratifying to note the above policy interventions yielded the desired results in the market competition, diversity in services and products in telecommunications, broadcasting and Internet services.

As at present, the number of subscribers per every 100 people in the population, commonly referred to as teledensity has grown from 1% in 2000 to around 50% at the moment.

Private and commercial broadcasting now dominate the broadcasting subsector along state broadcasting which has been developed into public service broadcasting.

Consumers have over the years enjoyed to continue the reduction in prices of communication services with improved quality.

Repeated uptake of services in rural and outlying areas has been observed along side creation of employment opportunities for bring and small entrepreneurs.

Furthermore, the proliferation of communication services in Lesotho has proved to be a catalyst to other economic activities such as business, education, health, tourism and rural development.

In pursuit of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society, WSIS, my country has established a universal excess fund in 2009 to provide access and connectivity to communications services in unserved and underserved areas.

In its first year of operation, the focus of the fund has been the rollout of network infrastructure to boost coverage.

In total, the fund has supported 4 network infrastructure projects between June 2009 and March 2010 these projects are going to provide network coverage to at least 73 villages benefiting over 12,000 people in 3,000 households.

Given the difficult mountainous area of terrain of Lesotho, investment in these areas are costly and it also entails development of access roads and connection to electricity supply, which are also underdeveloped.

The communication sector in Lesotho and the rest of Africa has over the last decade been characterized by rapid growth, thanks to deregulation, increased open markets and unprecedented technological developments in mobile communications.

However, despite this important development, international connectivity remains expensive and limited in terms of bandwidth.

We are grateful to observe recent developments in this regard.

We therefore welcome the recent development of submarine fiber optic cables along our shores, even though access to land‑locked countries such as Lesotho still poses a challenge.

We remain hopeful that competition among these cables will unlock penetration in the critical area of Internet to unleash the full benefits of the Information Society.

Chairperson and distinguished Delegates, Lesotho remains a classic example of the success that the reforms in communication sector can result in, in spite of size and economies of scale.

Our people are enjoying the advanced communication services and there is no doubt that further competition facilitated by converged regulatory framework would bear more fruits.

These are however not without challenges.

The most obvious is the current global financial crisis which has since lost investments in all areas of economic development.

As I have already stated, the landscape of my country is dominated by difficult mountain terrain, underdeveloped roads and electricity networks and sparsely populated rural areas which make investment in communication services and expensive venture.

We hope that our membership of ITU family will continue to enrich our knowledge and scope in order that our interventions are not at variance with the world's best practices.

I thank you all for your attention. 

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

Now we're going to hear from Brazil.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Mr. Chairman, Honorable ministers and ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an honor to address this conference on behalf of the government of Brazil.

We wish to congratulate you and the Government of Mexico for hosting this important conference.

And to express our appreciation for the warm welcome we have received in this beautiful and historic City of Guadalajara.

Brazil strongly supports the work of ITU.

In many views, we have over the past years participated actively in the many different study groups and working groups of the three sectors of the Council.

As well, our commitment technically to ‑‑ as well we are committed technically to contribute to the work of ITU.

We are pleased to host the ITU original office for Americas which is located within the premises of Anatel at the National regulatory.

There is no risk of change in this policy.

As a result of our strong commitment to the work of the union, we believe that in‑depth assessment of some objectives in administrative procedures must be made.

We wish ITU to be viewed as an organization prepared to deal with the challenges of the current and future telecommunication scenarios.

To make that possible the ITU needs to be a strong organization and maximize the in order to cope with new challenges.

At the same time ITU must rationally balance the financial and human resources, administrative and financing questions are always to be treated with maximum transparency.

Our finance must be managed carefully and linked to the strategic objectives defined by the conference.

Mr. President, I would like to take a moment to pinpoint some of Brazil's basic positions at this conference.

First, we strongly favor free online access to ITU R.

>> F. Borjón: Sorry to interrupt, Brazil.

I think we are having a problem.

We're having a problem with the Russian translation.

I'm sorry to interrupt.

Would you hold a moment, please.

Russian translation is not working.

Could the technical people come ‑‑ now it's working.

Now it's working.

Just one thing, Russia, did you hear the message from Brazil or shall I ask Brazil to begin again?

It's okay?

Thank you very much.

Because of your multiple abilities to listen in many languages and handle them.

Brazil, can you carry on, please, sorry for the interruption.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Begin from the beginning or do you ask me to just carry on from where I was?

>> F. Borjón: Please carry on from where you were.

Thank you.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Thank you.

We were stating our wishes as regards the work of ITU.

So we will take my speech from that point.

We wish ITU to be viewed as an organization prepared to deal with the challenges of the current and future telecommunications scenarios.

To make this possible the ITU needs to be a strong organization and must maximize its resources in order to cope with this new challenges.

At the same time, ITU must rationally balance its financial and human resources, the administrative and financial questions that are always best treated with maximum transparency.

Our finances must be managed carefully and linked to the strategic objectives defined by this conference.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to take a moment to pinpoint some of Brazil basic positions at this conference.

We strongly favor the free online access to ITU‑R, recommendations as a way of further increasing the transparency availability and effectiveness of ITU decisions.

Prior period has demonstrated that this is greatly valued by ITU stakeholders.

And we believe that the theme is mature enough to be definitely decided upon at this conference.

Second, the regional presence of ITU has proved to be primordial in the functioning of the organization as it has brought to it closer to the Member States as it mass brought it closer to the Member States and has thus permitted better perspective the regional realities.

Nevertheless, there is a still room for the strengthening of this presence in order to fully perceive and follow the challenges of each region, having this in mind I would like to stress the importance of appointing a new Head of The ITU regional office for the Americas, as soon as possible.

Exponential growth of the Internet has given ITU a central role in questions related to it.

This includes actions such as discussing Internet‑related public policy issues.

Building confidence and security in the use of ICT and acting as a facilitator in the transition from IPV4 to IPV6.

ITU needs to continue working on Internet‑related matters and as this is an unquestionable need in face of convergence in all the whole I world.

Mr. President, both the world and naturally Brazil have changed quite rapidly in the last years, developing countries have presented higher economic growth and have become important players in the world economy.

Greater coordination between developing countries has raised the voice of countries once relegated to a secondary position.

In this sense, I would like to emphasize that the more developing countries discuss and cooperate the more our voices will be heard.

It is our expectation that this will occur here in ITU at the forthcoming elections, for example.

Since the last Plenipotentiary meeting, conference, Brazil has made significant advances in its quest to universal service.

I'm pleased to state that all Brazilian municipalities, there are more than 5500 municipalities in Brazil, all Brazil municipalities are covered by mobile networks.

As a result, of legal obligations imposed on the winning companies of the third generation option.

Another outcome of good regulation is the fact that all 65,000 schools in urban areas with public schools in urban areas will have broadband Internet by the end of this year.

Our national broadband plan for this fast growth in broadband access as well as significant increase in the access speed.

We expect that this will generate direct and positive impacts on such areas as public service, health and education.

Another point is the great challenges posed by the transition of process to digital broadcasting.

Brazil has already initiated deployment in the ISDBT standard.

In our laboring countries in Latin America are also involved in this process.

This is in fact one of the great current challenges for developing countries.

And ITU has a crucial role to play in this respect.

As a capacity builder, as a facilitator and as a global forum in which experiences on the different digital TV standards can be exchanged on an equal footing.

As one of the first countries in Americas to initiate this process, Brazil is eager to cooperate with other states and we believe that ITU is a privilege forum for this kind of debate.

Mr. President, if I may turn to matters of immediate interest, Brazil standing for re‑election to the Council at this conference.

May I recall that at the last elections Brazil was the country which with the most votes.

I believe that this shows enormous amount of confidence in our country and our contribution.

I'm very grateful for the trust which is placed on us we wish to continue to take this responsibility for the next mandate in order to continue assist in making the ITU more efficient.

Brazil has well‑known candidate for the position of the director of the radio communications bureau.

Many of the present here know Fabio Leite personally that he has been a most effective contribute tore the work of the ITU.

Most recently to Deputy in chief of informatics administration and publications Department.

IAP of the BR, his knowledge, experience and expertise may I say make him an ideal in fully qualified candidate for the post of director.

Let me conclude by expressing on behalf of the Brazilian delegation my expectations for a very successful and productive Plenipotentiary Conference here in Guadalajara.

In my best wishes for the delegates of The Conference.

But before I conclude, again, I, Mr. Chairman, may I invite all to be a present to reception that Brazil will be offering today at 6:00 p.m. at the Hilton Hotel.

Thank you for your attention.

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Brazil, for that message.

I do apologize once again for the fact that your address was interrupted.

Lebanon now, you have the floor. 

>> Representative From Lebanon:  Mr. Chairman to, your ministers, Heads of Delegation, Mr. Secretary‑General, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear participants.

For us it's a true pleasure to be able to take the floor here on the occasion of this Plenipotentiary Conference, PP10 held here in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Mexico is a friendly country to us.

In Mexico there are many people who have ‑‑ to hail from Lebanon and Mexico has the greatest number of holy chapels in the world.

Now, on the occasion of this Bicentenary of the ‑‑ congratulate Mexico and heartfelt thanks for the excellent and warm hospitality that has been extended higher ever since we arrived, Mr. Chairman.

Also like to congratulate you on your election, likewise with the Vice‑Chairman, Chairman of the commissions and also our congratulations to Mr. Hamadoun Touré and his entire staff for the very good job that they have done to organize this activity.

As we all know it is the language that creates links in public life and also it can give rise to conflicts, the apple of discord also give rise to wars, conflicts.

But if Aesop lived today we have very strong words for telecommunication.

Telecommunication today can provide wonderful good public goods, but also can give rise to very negative occurrences.

In our conferences we are accustomed to mentioning the advantages that arise from telecommunications.

In Lebanon we agree with that but at the same time we consider that in Lebanon we have increasing needs for telecommunications.

This due to this trend of the emigration of Lebanese, this is the case for more than four decades.

But there are many foreigners, foreign communities that go to Lebanon as well for economic reasons.

We have refugees, this arising from many years of conflicts and political instability in the region, today we need a policy that will make it possible to preserve the harmony in our region, well to serve the needs of one and all.

All of this against the backdrop of this telecommunication revolution.

We'd like to say today that this Veritable revolution and telecommunications can give rise to some risks, some dangers we'd like to share Lebanese experience.

The first danger, is the excessive concentration of economic power, this Telecom revolution of course erases distance as we all know.

This has made it possible furthermore to concentrate economic power, economic clouds in the hands of very few entities.

And these entities of economic power can better intervene more effectively in the economy of the world.

And this can undermine the interests of different states and countries.

Lebanon is a typical case of this, it illustrates this problem.

We have many experts, Lebanon, the area of telecommunications that are working in large International Telecom companies, they're heading a number of these countries, C.E.O.s very often.

But today we see that we are in the hands of those major Telecom countries ‑‑ companies, sorry.

So there is this danger, this trend towards monopolies, financial concentration.

We know that Telecom services are managed in the interest of minorities, the people who have great wealth already and also this is in the interest of number of states.

But telecommunications are very important are totally indispensable.

We cannot live without telecommunications.

Sometimes the cost of the use is very burdensome.  

But with the financial crisis we've seen a steep increase in the cost of telecommunication, this has led the Lebanese government to act, to cancel a number of contracts that were in force and to recover the assets and the revenues that accounted for 6% of Lebanese gross domestic product.

6% of GDP paid by Lebanese citizens many quite poor, very modest income, so we have sought to thwart this concentration that has been riding the wave of privatization, liberalization.

Thirdly, what we'd like to do is talk about the risks of the using telecommunications to undermine the security of states.

We know these technologies are used to recover information gather information, use patterns by the use.

This is very dangerous, this is pernicious, there has been cyberaggression engaged in by a number of states against other states.

We have fallen victim there, too, in recent years.

Israel, for example, has engaged in cyberattacks against Lebanon, during the war of 2006 that was the case.

Israel used these networks, telecom networks tone gauge in spying, jamming of radio stations and also sending a number of e‑mails seeking to give rise to anarchy, disorder.

We were not able to thwart those activities facing all of these threats, it's absolutely necessary to focus new on the role of the state this states that must provide for the regulatory framework so that the public interest can prevail.

Also, as I said, it's important to see to it that the public good prevails, put interest prevails.

At the same time there is private activity so that is what we see in the area of Telecoms and also what we want to do to be able to reassure the population around the world and to better sketch out the responsibilities of one and all at the governmental level, at the level of private enterprises, Lebanon's hope that the ITU will provide its unbending support in this effort to reform and restructure this sector as we also hope that we will be able to draw benefit from the experience of the ITU, especially when it comes to facing those three threats that we mentioned earlier.

It's our hope in this way we'll be able to rise to the challenges we have ahead of us in the face of difficulties that we have faced in recent years.

We hope to better benefit from this support thanks to the candidacy that we're putting forward for the Council.

Thank you.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Lebanon.

Now, looking at my watch I see that we have a coffee break coming because it is 11:00 now.

So, let's go ahead and have this coffee break now and be back at 11:15.

But I think Secretariat has announcement.

>> D. Bogdan:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

If anyone is tweeting in the room, you may have noticed on the Plenipot home page we, from the Secretariat are posting some tweets.

So if you are tweeting please use the PP10 Hash tag.

I've been informed that the photo at 12:15 for space reasons is restricted to Heads of Delegations.

So again the photo at 12:15 for Heads of Delegations.

Enjoy your coffee.

[ coffee break ] 

>> Please stand by.

>> F. Borjón: Please stay your seats.

We are beginning.

Thank you very much to Thailand for the coffee break.

I can see very happy people around.

Maybe some of them have not even come back yet.

They can't take themselves away from the excellent atmosphere there.

But we're restricted in time.

We can go on only until 12:15 after that we'll have the photo, the group photo of Heads of Delegations.

So now we can continue with the general Policy Statements.

And I would like to ask the Comoros to take the floor. 

>> Representative From Comoros: 

>> Thank you, very Chairman.

Excellencies, Chairman, ministers.

Heads of Delegation, Secretary‑General.

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

We have gathered here in Guadalajara, an elegant city of legendary hospitality.

Great civilization and high culture of the United States of Mexico for the 18th Plenipotentiary conference of the ITU.

But I would like to begin by endorsing previous eloquent speakers in expressing to the Mexican authorities, to the government and people of Mexico the great gratitude of the delegation that I have the privilege to head, for having given us the opportunity to meet here for three weeks and at the same time we would like to thank them for their hospitality and the facilities that are made available to us ever since we set foot on this beautiful land.

I would also like to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your brilliant election in heading our work and we would like to assure you of our total readiness to work towards the success of our mobile mission.

Mr. Chairman, the world is on the march and is being pulled along in the wake of telecommunications and ICTs going full speed ahead.

GSM, fixed telephony, Internet access have all substantially increased over the last few years.

Nevertheless, there are some population groups that are on the margins of this dynamic.

However we know that telecommunications and ICT are the crux of the economy, health, trade, of every day life.

So, in choosing to meet here the ITU and our respective countries wanted to give new hope to all those who need it and to examine all possible means, legal, technological, financial and others in order to give additional impetus to the momentum underway. 

Of course, not all countries have the same capacities and abilities and that is why I would like to urge all that we make full use of solidarity, international cooperation and partnership in order to reach a common ideal that is to make this world in to a global village through the means of telecommunications.

Mr. Chairman, my country, The Comoros, for over two decades now has launched reforms found necessary funds and called for partnerships bilateral and multilateral partnerships in strengthening capacities in infrastructures, development, telecommunications, ICT and viable and the least possible cost.

Today, the results are encouraging but the challenges remain tremendous for many developing countries if the field of regulation, control, spectrum management and improvements in various services.

I can confidently state that in the Comoros these results can only be obtained ‑‑ could not be obtained without a staunch support of His Excellency, Mr. Ahmed Abdallah Mohamed Sambi, the President of the Union of Comoros, who enabled the Comoros to be connected through an underwater fiber optic cable who ‑‑ he said, I quote, the country finds itself even if the country were to find itself in debt as a result of this project.

The establishment of the National ICT Regulatory Board has set up the necessary regulatory environment to facilitate and open up the telecommunications and ICT sector to competition and to foreign investment.

Mr. Chairman, the development of ICT is inevitable.

Efforts have certainly been made and we have shortened the road which remains still a long one for us, but we hope that your work will attach the necessary attention to standards, strengthen capacities, transfer of new technologies, acquiring capitals and promote partnerships so that the ICTs become a real trampoline towards the future for humanity as a whole.

We recognize the efforts, achievements and vision which has prevailed over the last four years under the leadership of Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary‑General of the ITU and we would like to reaffirm our total confidence in him for the next mandate.

In conclusion, I would like to express the wish of this conference fulfill our hopes and be successful.

Thank you.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: I thank the Union of the Comoros for that statement.

And now let's continue with Cuba.

I give the floor to Cuba.

>> Representative From Cuba:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of the Republic of Cuba we congratulate you for having been elected to chair this meeting and extend our thanks to the authorities of this country and lovely City of Guadalajara for the hospitality we have been shown.

We also greet the delegations present here today assuring all of the commitment to contribute to the success of this meeting.

This conference begins with the vestiges of the affect of a global crisis which is still present, crisis that has caused significant harm to the world economy and unemployment rates greater than 15% of the active manpower of some countries.

In the midst of a string of natural disasters caused by irrational exploitation of the accelerated damage to the environment worsening the living conditions of more than 1.2 million inhabitant ‑‑ 1,200 million who live in extreme poverty.

Despite these difficult conditions, communications show signs of moving forward in such services as cellular mobile telephones now reaching world penetration values around 80% even though affected by unequal access possibilities that characterize users in developing countries who are the possible expenses to be met less in developed world.  

Even in the midst of the world crisis, Cuba has attained significant achievements in the fulfillment.

The Millennium Development Goals, acknowledged a few days ago at the United Nations and Cuba continues obtaining results in education and health equivalent to those in developed countries, some cases superior thereto as recently confirmed by an ITU study which puts it in first place in the Americas and 6th place in the world ranking in preparation for the use of ICTs.

Even though the development of these technologies has been seen to be notably affected by economic commercial and financial embargo imposed by the government of the United States of America for 50 years.

And up to 2009 has caused losses to the national economy surpassing 100 billion dollars around 4,300 million in the telecommunication sector alone.

Ever since 1992, the United Nations General Assembly has approved a resolution condemning this practice that last year attained a vote of 187 countries in favor and only three against, but until today it's application remains intact, constituting a massive flagrant and systematic violation of human rights typified in the Geneva convention of 1948 as an act of genocide in the case of communications the embargo also been directed to prevent Cuba's access to the ICTs.

Prohibiting supplies of cutting‑edge systems and technologies and the acquisition of internationally recognized software such as Windows, as well as preventing the country's access to sites and public services on the Internet.

In spite of these actions, Cuba is making an effort to develop these technologies prioritizing the use for education, public health, scientific and cultural development, services destined for the population and for economic growth.

At the close of 2009 there were more than 700,000 computers with 65% of them connected to the Internet, 2,331 CU domains and more than 500,000 webpages.

We have prioritized access of the youth to the ICTs, via schools, cybercenters for youth and access of which there are more than 600 universities, hospitals, libraries and research centers which facilitated the organization of practices for the production of childhood and youth as recommended by the ITU in the face of threats derived from these connections.

Mr. Chairman and distinguished delegates, this conference ought to make a statement in favor of position, is that allow us to elevate the leading role of the ITU in compliance with WSIS principles and promote more effective fulfillment of the basic principles of the ITU.

Considering the aforementioned our delegation wishes to denounce once again the practice of the United States government to impose radio, sound and television broadcast towards Cuban territory in order to destabilize and subvert the government.

Affecting the normal operations of radiocommunication services and producing harmful interferences to the service areas of six Cuban television stations, duly registered in the International master frequency registry.

These radio broadcasts grossly violate number 42.4 of the radio communications regulations which establishes that airplane station at sea or over the sea are forbidden from carrying out any radio broadcasting services.

And violates decisions of the 34th meeting up to the 54th meeting of the regulations Board that made a statement about the fact that United States should eliminate interference that is harmful to Cuban services.

Cuba has denounced these actions at various conferences of Plenipotentiaries including the one held in Antalya which approved continuing its examination that the 2007 radio communications conference which has also decided at its 9th plenary station that any station functioning on board an airplane broadcasting exclusively the territory of another administration without consent cannot consider itself to be functioning in accordance with the radio communications regulation.

Nevertheless, none of the foregoing has any affect on the administration of the United States of America to bring about their observance of the obligations imposed by the ITU treaties.

This conference should recognize the need to maintain international telecommunications regulation that favor cooperation, international solidarity and full respect the sovereignty of countries in the middle of a world setting characterized by unequal levels of negotiation of entities that intervene in telecommunications operations and also in marketing.

The years separating us from the Antalya conference were characterized by the incessant growth of the influence of Internet in political, economic, social and cultural relations of nations regarding this growing dependency there's the need for world agreements to halt unilateral proposal of domination by a few of this common space that we all share and we must see to it there's reduction in the risk of cyberattacks to eliminate the possibility of cyberwarfare and promote fair and nondiscriminatory conditions for connecting to the Internet as per resolution 69 of at AMNT 08.

Finally Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates we would like to express the Cuba has been elected Council Members of the ITU ever since the Plenipotentiary assembly in 1989.

In other words, for the past five periods it has fulfilled this commitment above and beyond this National interest and on this occasion we hope to continue this carrying out this high responsibility with the objective of contributing to the application of decisions of this conference to continue the defense of the interest of developing countries and continue promoting leadership of the ITU.

Thank you very much.

[Applause] 

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much indeed, Cuba.

Just a brief pause, some technical information here that I shall share with you.

I just had explained to me the reason for the technical mishaps that we had earlier this morning with the interpretation system.

And notably, yes, with the Russian language.

Now we should have wired contact, contact through the cables with the base.

It seems that there was a problem with the ‑‑ has been a problem with the infrared radiators, the panels.

Now, this problem will be solved during the lunch break.

There will be an adjustment of the system.

It's a hardware problem in fact.

The problem will be promptly solved.

Our sound engineers and technical people have the situation under control.

They do apologize for the mishaps that occurred earlier.

But everything will be ironed out the during the lunch break.

I'd like to use this brief break to mention something I hadn't said in the beginning.

I would like to thank our interpreters for the sound job they're doing because they enable us to better communicate, better understand one another.

We can see how difficult it is when we don't have their backing.

The communication is running very smoothly thanks to their work and so sincere thanks to the interpreters.

Right, then, we can go back to the speakers list.

Now we have the United Kingdom of great Britain and northern Ireland.

>> Representative From United Kingdom:  Mr. Chairman, Honorable Ministers, Ambassadors, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for the opportunity this morning to speak to you on behalf of the Government of the United Kingdom.

As the U.K. Ambassador to Mexico, I am no stranger to Guadalajara, but it is a great pleasure to be here for this very important ITU Plenipotentiary Conference.

And I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the Mexican Government for hosting it, and for your wonderful hospitality. 

Monday evening's celebration was simply splendid.

I could not imagine stopping the traffic in London in the same way.

Mr. Chairman, the United Kingdom has been a member of the International Telecommunications Union since its inception 145 years ago.

We are great supporters of the ITU, and are proud to have played our part in its development throughout this period.

In addition to our direct contribution to the ITU, both financial and in human resources, the United Kingdom makes a very large financial contribution to telecommunications development throughout the world, through the Department for international development, whose budgets are being protected despite the U.K. Government's reduced spending plans.

This Plenipotentiary Conference will be important in setting the future direction of the Union, and we look forward to contributing our ideas and engaging in lively discussion.

This time, we are meeting in a challenging economic landscape.

The European region, like much of the world, is facing difficult economic times.

In the U.K., the public sector is under scrutiny.

We have to demonstrate value for money, and we have to be even sharper about the most effective and cost‑efficient ways to achieve our strategic goals.

So it is all the more important to us that the ITU demonstrates clear leadership in identifying where it does commit resource, and where it does not, where it can make a real difference, and where other international bodies are best placed to take that role.

It is also important that the issues discussed here are covered in the most strategic way, and we take this valuable opportunity to season the importance of Information and Communication Technologies, not only for improving the efficiency of that communication, but also in raising the quality of the life of all of our citizens.

As previous speakers have said, there are huge differences that the mobile phone has made to the lives of billions of people throughout the world.

These two considerations lead me to conclude that the ITU can make a real difference in these few weeks in addressing some critical issues around broadband, regulation of our communication markets, climate change, and accessibility.

Firstly, broadband.

We heard on Monday how the ITV has played a pivotal role in facilitating a United Nations report that extols not only the economic importance of broadband but also the political and the social importance it has for all countries, and we wish to applaud the Secretary‑General's target for connecting the world's population.

We hope that these three weeks will build on this excellent work, and that we can establish jointly a program of work that will really put the ITU at the forefront of the broadband revolution for all citizens throughout the world.

Secondly, and intrinsically linked to broadband development is the issue of regulation.

Although sometimes seen as the heavy hand of Government, in fact, appropriate regulation of telecommunication markets actually creates economic growth, facilitates competition, and allows for innovation.

It is no accident that report after report concludes the competitive, well‑regulated telecommunications markets of those that deliver most economic value and lead to the highest levels of investment.

Thirdly, we would like to put forward climate change and ICT, where we need to do more to champion the role of ICT in reducing emissions across all industrial and business sectors.

The ITU has a pivotal role in setting the standards that both reduce emissions in our existing ICT equipment deployed globally, but also in developing metrics to demonstrate the savings ICT can make.

And such a mandate for work from this conference is appropriate, given the hosting of the COP 16 talks by Mexico later in the year and I'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mexico, our host Government, for its work in preparation for this important conference.

So the challenge to the ITU in particular, on broadband, market regulation and climate change is for us to take the moral high ground, to champion open and competitive markets, to work to demonstrate the economic importance of consumer choice, and to promote ICT standards that help to cut global carbon emissions.

There is simply no other organization, Mr. Chairman, with the experience, the knowledge, and the reach which is suited, more suited, to these tasks.

The United Kingdom is totally committed to these goals, and through the leadership of the Secretary‑General and his excellent team, and, of course, I include our own Malcolm Johnson in this, the ITU has made significant progress on these globally important issues.

I very much hope you will give Malcolm your support for him to continue his contribution to the Union during a second term.

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Government of the United Kingdom, I would like to assure you of our firm support in our work to ensure the success both of the Union and this important Plenipotentiary Conference.

I look forward to excellent debate and discussion in this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, United Kingdom.

Let's continue now with Canada.

>> Representative From Canada:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to express our heartfelt congratulations and our satisfaction on your election as Chairman, President of this conference and also our thanks to the Government of Mexico and the authorities of Guadalajara for receiving us with such warmth and hospitality.

Thank you.

Canada relies upon telecommunications to link all parts of a very vast land.

Which believe the digital infrastructure and a digitally skilled work force are the foundations for a successful economy and inclusive society.

We depend on an effective

international telecommunication framework to connect with the world.

and to bring the benefits of telecommunications to all countries.

Over the past years the ITU has been able to successfully address the significant challenges posed by the rapid development of telecommunication 

Technologies because it has applied its

resources and its unique capabilities in the sectors where Member States require it the most: Radiocommunications and the future of wireless communications, the development of standards to ensure a seamless interconnection of telecommunication systems, and in capacity building activities and programs for the benefit of developing and less developed countries.

All are important and Canada believes they all continue to be worthy of increased efficiency 

as we chart a course forward for this organization.

We face new challenges and opportunities.

Increasingly our economies are becoming digital, featuring innovative mobile services based on wireless and satellite technologies.

This transition will intensify the demand for timely decisions, and most importantly, for an improved management of the radiofrequency spectrum and allocation of satellite orbits.

Canada believes that these pressing challenges and opportunities will be successfully addressed in the years to come by a senior management team at the ITU, a team with substantial knowledge and experience in radiocommunications and wireless technologies, but also with an in‑depth understanding of the industry, of its future, and of the synergies we require moving ahead.

These are, Mr. Chairman, the reasons why we believe Dr. Veena Rawat is the best candidate for the position of Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.

She's not only a team player, but a consensus builder, qualities essential to keep the Union on track and able to meet the needs of Member States.

Canada recognizes that over the past 145 years of the Union, there has never been a woman elected to a senior elected position.

It is time for a change and you can make history. 

Dear colleagues:

We must keep in mind that resources are never limitless.  Just as the Government of Canada and governments around the world are focusing on priorities and allocating resources accordingly, so too must international organizations.  Consequently, we welcome the ITU's continuing improvements to its accountability, financial management and governance practices.

We believe that the commitment of Canada with regard to the work that is carried out by the ITU in all of its various activities is very clearly illustrated by the role which Canada plays as a member of the ITU Council which it has played since 1947.

This is a role which Canada furthermore wishes to continue filling and for which it calls upon the various Member States for their support.

The ITU has a unique role to play in assisting Member States in their efforts of building the technical and policy related capacity required to connect 

Their citizens and to capture the benefits that row bus and secure digital infrastructures can offer.

But it needs to do so by

concentrating on what no one else is doing, on what Member States have agreed it should do, and by doing it well.

The Union must avoid the temptation to dilute its impact by seeking authority over issues that are being addressed appropriately by other organizations.

It is Canada's aspiration that

This conference will set a path that enables the organization to deliver on its mandate and contribute where it is best placed to do so.

We look forward to working with other Member States to bring about those kinds of productive outcomes.

Thank you. 

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Canada.

For that statement.

And now, let's move on, let's hear from Georgia.

>> Representative From Georgia:  Mr. Chairman, your Excellency ITU Secretary‑General, dear Delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

First and foremost I would like to thank Secretary General and the Government of Mexico for organizing this, 18th Plenipotentiary Conference, in such a beautiful City Guadalajara.

It is a big honor to me to make speech on ITU Plenipotentiary 

Conference which is the main policy making Forum in the field of communications.

The United Nations main strategy is to achieve global connection.

Great is the merit of the ITU in this process.

As for more than 140 years it has been implementing the international policy in the field of telecommunications.

Without this organization the world would be chaotic.

Negative broadcasting and telephone, not any other public telecommunication means would be functioning properly.

neighbors would permanently have climes for their unsecured telecommunication space.

The most important process is building of information society in which ITU has one of the 

Leading roles.

That's the society, where the information and knowledge is the main material resource and economic potential; through it small countries compete with big 

Countries and be winners,

Where the society effectively uses IT technologies.

But new realities motivate us to make new steps, and we think ITU should contribute to it.

Realities show us that

Technological progress should 

Not just for sake of progress.

Its primary goal should be happiness and welfare of people, and it should be achieved by the building of the Information Society.

Care for the future and steps will guarantee stability today and save us of chaos in telecommunication field as well as throughout the world in the future.

The Information Society building principle based on awareness should be our primary goal.

The society, which effectively 

Make use of I.T. and well understand its meaning, the society able to see the effect of certain technologies to be introduced and its influence on building sustainable Information Society.

In case of a sustainable Information Society built, we will give for consideration thinking globally, to each of the technological processes, or action undertaken, show respect to our neighbors, consider the impact of granting international telephone code to an inseparable region of another country and permitting full scale functioning of TV and radio broadcasting and mobile telephone operators on the territory of another country without any corresponding permit.

Let's avoid global chaos in telecommunications sphere.

Let's think about building an awareness based Information Society, think about sustainable Information Society.

I would like to make a statement here that despite annexation of ABKHAZIA and south OSSETIA in a separate part of Georgia, and not withstanding full economic embargo signed in Georgia 2006 by the Russian Federation, my country has an active support of the international community, continues political, economic and social reforms aimed on building a peaceful, free, Democratic state integrated into the Euro Atlantic space.

Georgia Remains adherent to basic principles of the ITU Convention, Constitution and Regulations and is ready to cooperate with ITU and its Member States for the 

Development of the vital important field, info communications to a relevant level.

In conclusion I'd like to thank entire ITU Headquarter for this 

Work performed and the newly elected ITU Secretary‑General, his Deputies, directors of Bureaus and members of the Council and express my deep hope for future more fruitful and active cooperation.

Thank you for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Georgia.

We don't have much time left.

I would like to call upon Greece.

Greece will be our final speaker this morning.

And then after the lunch break, we will resume with Romania, and Nepal.

I do apologize for that but it's true, we have lagged a bit behind in time.

I give the floor now to Greece.

>> Representative From Greece:  
Mr. Chairman, Honorable Ministers, Ambassadors, distinguished heads and members of Delegations, Mr. Chairman, first let me congratulate you on your election as Chairman of this conference and your excellent leadership.

I'm deeply honored to have the privilege of addressing this Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union taking place in the beautiful city of Guadalajara.

Greece being one of the founding members of the ITU holds great belief in its role in the development of a global telecommunications and Information Society, and has always been committed to the international cooperation put forward by the Union to address Information Technology and telecommunication related challenges of our time.

We would like to thank the members of the Council, the Secretary‑General, the Deputy Secretary‑General, the directors of the Bureaus, the members of the RRB and the staff of the ITU for the outstanding work done during the last four years in order to achieve the objectives set at the Antalya Plenipotentiary Conference, as well as all the other conferences since 2006 until today.

10 years after liberalization, the telecommunication market in Greece has acquired remarkable dynamics, with a high level of maturity and a competitive environment.

The operators continue to invest in upgrading and expanding networks in order to offer a range of technology advances and converged services.

New generation access networks and digital dividend deployment are the major components moving Greece at the forefront of the digital world, opening new opportunities for sustainable economic growth, education, health environment, commerce, entertainment and social networking.

Greece is working on the implementation on the above priorities by creating a new digital era for the country.

In this context, the objectives and policy priorities for Greece for the years to come are to create digital value.

For this we've furthering the development of broadband services and products nationwide and effective spectrum use in the view of the digital dividend.

All the above strategic choices together with new legislation to combat bureaucracy particularly for new investments would substantially affect the position of Greece in the international scene of an emerging global Information Society.

In Greece, broadband penetration is rising steadily, and by the end of 2009, it had reached almost 2 million lines.

That is a penetration rate of 17%.

Additionally by the end of 2009, active mobile telephone users reached more than 14 million.

That is a penetration rate of 125%.

The mobile telephony companies cover today almost 100% of the Greek territory despite difficulties imposed by the morphology.

More ever broadband reached more users.

We have a considerable economic growth rate during the 2009 fiscal year.

The total income of the joint venture between Greece and Cyprus which owns and operates the satellite for the year 2009 amounted to $27.5 million of Euros.

The transition to digital television which has already begun in accordance with the time frame set by the 2006 general telecommunication conference and if possible to comply with the European Union's recommendations by 2012 will free a significant part of spectrum which will be deployed for new innovative services.

Greece believes that this Plenipotentiary Conference will take the best decisions to pave the way for the development of an effective information and telecommunications society during the next four years to come.

To the benefit of all countries and nations of the world.

We firmly believe that work on crucial issues like wideband services, cybersecurity, new radio technologies, the protection of the environment, and the impact on climate change just to mention some of them is manned the tore and ITU should continue to propose global solutions for the benefit of all humankind.

Despite the economic crisis and these implications, Greece will make its best efforts to actively support and contribute to the ITU's objectives.

After a long absence, Greece is presenting again its candidature to the ITU Council as well for the RRB maintaining its commitment and engagement to face the challenges of the future.

We are open to listen to every voice and cooperate with all nations.

We are devoted to support every development allowing all nations worldwide to enjoy frequent use and continued success to telecommunication networks and services and we hope this expectation will be favored by the ITU community.

Last, I would like to thank on behalf of the Greek Government our hosts for their exceptional hospitality and for the perfect organization of this conference.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much indeed, Greece.

Now, this brings us to the end of this morning's session of the plenary.

But we will resume this afternoon with the agenda that we have before us.

We do have item 3 that remains, the documents that will be presented by the editorial Committee, series of texts to our Committee, and also general Policy Statements, as well.

Providing us with a very clear ideas on where we have to focus our work in coming months and years.

I'd just like to recall the Heads of Delegation that now there will be a photograph, a picture taken, in memory of this event, so it will be an honor, all Heads of Delegation.

So as you go out of the room, you turn left.

So once we've closed the session we'll go out for the photo.

But first, I'd like to hear some comments.

Central African Republic would like to voice some comments.

>> Representative From Central African Republic:  I'm so sorry, Mr. Chairman.

That was another mistake.

We accidently pressed the button.

>> F. Borjón: All right, then.

Brazil?

Burkina Faso.

Please go ahead.

>> Representative From Burkina Faso:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Minister of Technologies and telecommunications of Burkina Faso has the honor to invite all participants at this Plenipotentiary Conference at a cocktail which is to be held immediately after this meeting is suspended at the Hilton hotel, at the restaurant Mexico 2, so that is the information I wanted to transmit to you on behalf of the Minister of Telecommunications of Burkina Faso.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much indeed, Madam.

I'd like to thank Burkina Faso for that invitation.

I'm sure this is going to be an extremely pleasant event.

I'd like to recall you those people taking part in commissions 5 and 6, that they will begin at 3:00, 3:00 this afternoon.

But we will start at 14:30, half past 2:00 p.m.

We'll resume this plenary, and I'll see you then.

The meeting is adjourned until half past 2:00.

[ End of Session ]
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