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>> F. Borjón: Good afternoon.

We're going to start.

We're going to start our afternoon meeting.

Rather, we're going to continue our work.

We're going to start just in a few moments.

We're going to continue with our plenary, taking up Item 3 of our agenda.

In our agenda, Item 3 refers to a series of text from the editorial Committee to the plenary so that's a blue document, 89‑E.

Do you have this document?

Can you find it?

It's a blue document, Number 89.

We can have a short break, because in fact the session has started.

I would ask you all to take your seats.

As I was saying, I'd like to submit to you for your review attached from the editorial Committee, Committee 3, and I would like to ask the plenary, the Chairman of Committee 3, in fact, Ms. Alajouanine, if she could be so kind as to present to us this document.

Thank you very much, indeed.

>> M. Alajouanine:  Thank you, Chairman.

So in document 89, the editorial Committee is submitting the first series of texts submitted to the plenary meeting.

This text was submitted to us by Committee 6 in document 88.

This relates to a modification to article 33 of the Convention, number 468.

And this modification relates to the scale of class of contribution.

So I'll leave it at that for the introduction.

I think the Chairman of Committee 6 will add any necessary, further necessary information this plenary.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Yes, thank you very much indeed, Madam.

Chairperson of Committee 3, Mrs. Alajouanine.

Within the framework of what the Secretary‑General said, having a financial plan and being able to have it approved as soon as possible, have some certainty, so this to be entrusted to Committee 6, I'd like to call upon Mr. Bruce Gracie from Canada.

Chairman of Committee 6, to provide us with explanation of this document so we can be totally clear on the meaning of this document.

Because this requires an amendment to the Convention.

Thank you, Mr. Gracie.

>> B. Gracie:  Thank you very much, Chairman.

Chairman, in reference to document 89, as you can see, the modification to number 486 of article 33.

The substantive change is as follows that from the 40 unit class to the 2 unit class, we now have steps of one unit.

There's no change from the existing text of number 468, that is the

1 1/2 unit class

1 unit class

1/2 unit class

1/4 unit class

1/8 unit class

1/16 unit class

So Chairman, it's important to note that this decision here at the plenary on this matter is limited to the modification only of number 468.

Affecting the possibility for Member States to increase their class of contribution on an incremental 1‑unit step system, and does not impact the provision of Constitution number 165 concerning the reduction by a Member State of their class of contribution by no more than 2 classes.

In other words, the old scale prevails insofar as this provision applies until such time as we discuss the issue in Committee 6, or more precisely until such time as the announcement of the definitive class of contribution by Member States.

So, Chairman, I understand this matter has been clarified by the legal affairs unit, and that at this stage, this blue document in first reading can now be presented to the plenary for approval first in blue and then perhaps in pink so we can proceed rapidly in approving this document.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Chairman of Committee 6.

I'd just like to apologize to Ms. Alajouanine, Committee 4, not Committee 3, Committee 4.

Yes, because I was saying Committee 3, but it's Committee 4, I'd just like to apologize for that.

Now things have been straightened out.

The first reading of this blue document which is amending Article 33, it's Article 33 of the Convention, Chapter 4.

We'll proceed to the reading, have the document in English, please forgive me for using Spanish.

I don't want to make an improper translation.

It states, chapter 4, other provisions, Article 33, finances.

1) The scale from which each Member State, subject to the provisions of No. 468A below, and Sector Member, subject to the provisions of No. 468B below, shall choose its class of contribution, in conformity with the relevant provisions of Article 28 of the Constitution, shall be as follows:

From the 40 unit class to the 2 unit class:

In steps of one unit

Below the 2 unit class, as follows:

1 1/2 unit class

1 unit class

1/2 unit class

1/4 unit class

1/8 unit class

1/16 unit class

This document is presented on your consideration for provision in the case, approval as the blue document.

I now open the floor for comments in regard to the blue document.

So if anybody has a comment, the floor is open.

China, please.

>> Representative From China:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

China supports the amendment to the Constitution concerning the contribution class.

This will make our practice more flexible and will boost the initiative of the members, and will make our financial foundations more stable, make our work more smooth.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: I thank China for their statement.

I'd like to know if there are any other comments in this regard on this particular document.

It looks as if we have a consensus that was reached in Committee 6.

This is going to help us enormously when it comes to moving forward on the financial program and this document now is blue at this stage.

It has been approved its first reading.

Very well.

[ Applause ]

Given the fact that the approval of this document here is very urgent, this matter in Article 33, I would like to call upon the plenary to put on their pink glasses so as to be able to proceed to the second reading, yes, I have on my pink spectacles now so if we could now carry out the second reading.

In view of approval.

Provisions, Article 33, finances.

1, the scale from which each member subject to the provisions of number 468A below,

and Sector Member, subject to the provisions of No. 468B below, shall choose its class of contribution, in conformity with the relevant provisions of Article 28 of the Constitution, shall be as follows:

From the 40 unit class to the 2 unit class:

In steps of one unit

Below the 2 unit class, as follows:

1 1/2 unit class

1 unit class

1/2 unit class

1/4 unit class

1/8 unit class

1/16 unit class

This pink document is now being presented to the plenary for approval and then amendment of the Convention.

So if anybody has any comment, please.

The floor is open.

Well, then, we've reached consensus.

I'd like to thank you for that, so this pink document has been presented to you, and, yes, we have our amendment to the Convention, Article 33 thereof.

It is approved in its second reading.

Thank you very much indeed.

It is approved as drafted.

[ Applause ]

With no amendments.

Therefore, pursuant to number 171 of the Constitution of the Union, each Member State is called upon to announce their final choice for the class of contribution.

The Chairman, can you hear all right?

Is there a problem with translation?

Sorry, I apologize.

I'll start once again.

So given the approval that we have, on the modification of the Convention, Article 33 in compliance with number 161 of the Constitution of the Union, each Member State is invited to announce its definitive choice of class of contribution to the Union.

We will recall the discussions we had in the plenary session on Monday.

Last and there are a number of expressions calling upon us to deal with different dates and also the need to have a financial plan properly adopted for the next four‑year period.

In light of the discussions and in compliance therewith, we'd like to call upon the Member States to notify the Secretary‑General of their decision regarding their class of contribution by Wednesday, the 13th of October, of this year, 2010.

I give the floor to Canada.

>> Representative From Canada:  Yes, thank you, Chairman.

I'd simply like to indicate that the second meeting of Committee 6 will begin momentarily in Room‑A.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Canada.

Before that meeting begins, I'd like to be a little more precise with regard to the date.

Yes, Wednesday, October 13th, 2010, just repeating it, at 23:59, Geneva time, so there's a 7‑hour time difference between Mexico and Geneva, and so that would mean 6:59 at the time here in Guadalajara.

So it is at that time the deadline for you to announce your final decision with regard to the class contribution.

I'll repeat it in English, sorry, just to be completely clear.

The date we're setting for the presentation of the definitive choice of class of contribution, the date is Wednesday, the 13th of October, 2010.

The hour is 23:59 Geneva time, and just as a reference, I remind you that there's a 7‑hour difference with Guadalajara, meaning that will be 16:59 of Guadalajara city time.

I hope this is clear.

Now as pointed out by Mr. Gracie, Committee 6 is going to resume its work hence, Committee 6 is going to resume its work, and Committee 5, likewise, will be resuming its work but at the same time we will be hearing the various general Policy Statements.

We will continue the speakers' list of general Policy Statements.

In order to enable those people who are taking part in the Committee meetings to part company with us, I'd like to propose a 5‑minute recess and we will remain here so that the people who are going to move to the other rooms to their Committee meetings can do so easily.

So we have a 5‑minute recess now.

[ 5‑minute break ]

>> F. Borjón: Let us now resume the session.

We're reinitiating our meeting.

I'd appreciate if you could take your seats, please.  We are reinitiating the meeting, so please take your seats.

We're going to resume our meeting.

Could you be so kind as to be seated so that we can start.

Kindly be seated.

Thank you very much, indeed.

Iran has the floor.

>> Representative From Iran:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, you have approved modification to provision 468 of Convention, and provision 161E of the Constitution.

Perhaps it is necessary for the recording in the minutes of the plenary, you kindly announce that these two modifications would have immediate effect in compliance with the past practices of ITU early application of certain provision of the Convention and Constitution.

This is absolutely, Chairman, necessary to legalize these two modifications.

Thank you.

>> F. Borjón: I thank Iran for that information.

Yes, that is right on the mark.

As you've seen, we have been ever since Monday, as I said earlier, discussing this, and what we want is to have a financial plan, a financial plan that is one of the outputs of this conference, and so the efforts that were made, deployed for the adoption of the value of the contribution and this modification of the Convention, Article 33, which was approved just recently, just a moment ago, is done in such a way that this can be applicable immediately, so in reference to what was said, this is absolutely right and for the minutes I'd like to say that it is understood that the approval that was just made of the amendments to the Convention comes into immediate effect.

Hence, it is applicable immediately in the selection of the class of contribution that the countries will be make by the date that was mentioned a moment ago.

Thank you, Iran, for that statement, for that information.

Now, then, let us continue with the general Policy Statements, and let's hear from Romania, Romania, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Romania:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary‑General of the ITU, Excellencies, Honored delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure and honour to speak before you 

Today in this Honorable assembly, the most important representative and decision oriented event in the telecommunication sector.

Day by day, it becomes clearer that telecommunications are the front line of the global challenges that we are facing nowadays.

Connecting people to the global economy, bringing administrations closer to their citizens, addressing climate changes, providing quality education to billions, saving lives in disaster areas, ensuring a safe cyber environment or contributing to an equity‑based society are more than the ITU's scope, they are world shaping initiatives.

Ladies and gentlemen, I say this with great responsibility: we are here to change the world.

Ever since it became a member of ITU back in 1866, Romania has had an active international role by participating at all major activities conducted by the ITU, has contributed to the decision making in its four consecutive mandates as a Council member and has provided its expertise to the working groups within the 

ITU or the CEPT.

The Romanian Government acknowledges the status of national priority of communications and information technology, as the development 

Of ICT can boost economic

Growth, guarantee the respect of fundamental human rights and provide infrastructure for a new modern society.

Today, Romania wishes to renew its commitments towards the ITU and towards the fellow Member States, and to further collaborate to the benefit of all the consumers of telecommunications services around the globe.

Therefore, I am honoured to officially announce that Romania has decided to double its contribution to the ITU.

It is the Romanian Government's. 

[ Applause ] 

It is the Romanian Government's sincere hope that such a change will be to the benefit of the ever increasing dynamics of the ITU overall activity.

We also consider that the 

The Secretary‑General's initiative regarding the budgetary issues will offer a clearer view on the resources than ITU can count on. 

I would also like to talk to you about the elections to come.

Romania runs for a fifth consecutive mandate in the ITU Council, as representative of Region C.

Let me assure you that, by giving your vote to Romania, you will stimulate us to continue our efforts towards achieving the regional and global development of the ICT sector, in each and every segment.

This Plenipotentiary Conference also offers us the privilege of presenting, for the first time, a candidate for the Radio Regulations Board.

We strongly believe that Mr. Aurelian Calinciuc possesses the qualities required for granting him the seat of a member in the RRB team.

Romania is proud to be part of the ITU family and will continue to honour its commitments and contribute to the fulfillment of our common goal.

We would like to express our thanks and extend our warmest greetings to the Government of the United States of Mexico, all of those who have been involved in the organization of this impressive conference, and also to the people of Jalisco for their outstanding hospitality.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Romania, for your generosity on doubling your contribution and for your outstanding Spanish.

Much as gracias.

Thank you very much indeed.

Let's move on and hear from Nepal.

>> Representative From Nepal, Mr. Chairman, Secretary‑General, ITU, Your Excellencies, distinguished Heads of Delegations and members of Delegations, ladies and gentlemen.

It is indeed a matter of great pleasure for us, the Nepalese Delegation, to be here with you in this august gathering today in this beautiful country Mexico.

I'd like to extend my appreciation to the Secretary‑General of ITU Hamadoun Touré and his entire time for their untiring efforts for managing this Plenipotentiary Conference 2010 here in this city. And I would also like to express our sincere thanks to the Government of Mexico for the excellent arrangement of this event and very hospitality accorded to us.

I have brought with me the good wishes and greetings from the people and Government of Nepal.

Nepal at this moment is working on to finalize its new Constitution after undergoing a historical political change a few years back.

The popular mass movement had brought with it an increased sense of political consciousness among the general population, and now people of Nepal are determined to prove that decade long internal insurgency will be extinct and that permanent peace and stability will prevail in the country, where Lord Gautama Buddha, the symbol of peace, was born.

I'm happy to inform you that Nepal has recorded the success concerning deployment of telecommunication services throughout the country in recent years.

As of July 2010, the overall teledensity of the country has crossed 21%, of which 27% belongs to the mobile services.

Similarly, penetration of Internet data services has almost reached 5% as of the latest figures.

This high growth rate is partly due to competition in this area, where at present 6 telecom operators are actively trying to connect the unconnected  remotest locations of the country.

These operators have served in all 75 districts and 3915 village development Committees of the country.

These satellite‑backhaul based BTSs are in the remotest locations of the country including some areas that lie at the other side of the Himalayan range towards the Tibetan Plateau of China.

Mount Everest has been connected with satellite back hauls and they can enjoy data services from the highest altitude of the world.

The demand for telecommunications services, and in particular mobile services and the internet services, even in remotest parts of the country clearly indicates the need for accelerating process of bridging digital divide.

The government has realized this necessity and has formulated 

Appropriate policy, plans and programs to narrow down the digital gap accordingly.

The potential of ICT in improving education, health, governance and overall quality of life can hardly be 

Ignored.

It is a universal phenomenon that ICT is getting converged, 

With fixed telephony,

Mobile services, broadband internet services and television/video into hand‑held communication devices.

Next Generation Network (NGN) in 

Has been introduced in the country and will be extended in the near future.

3G GSM services has already been introduced and slowly gaining popularity mainly with the younger generation.

The operators are already eyeing on the 4G technology from the point of view of availability in the market and justification from investment perspectives.

The year 2013 is expected to see the overall teledensity of over 54% in the country, and remarkable achievement in the proliferation of services that depend on broadband internet services.

The proliferation of "mobile‑broadband‑internet" services will, no doubt, bring in revolution to the way people live and work.

In a developing country like Nepal by supporting to exhibit the unimaginable different labels and innovativeness of activities based on the mobile broadband Internet services in the near future.

In this historical moment I'd like to take this opportunity to mention the names of the entities like:

ITU, A PT, The World Bank, ADB, JICA, FINNIDA, DANIDA, and many others for their support in 

telecommunications development in the country.

Finally, Let me emphasize that this is the age of technology, age of communication and age of knowledge engineering.

hence it has become utmost necessary to have an effective regional collaboration through sharing of knowledge,

experiences and resources among the member countries.

Harmonization of convergence policies, formulation of ICT investment promotion policies, information security and combating cyber crime, ICT capacity building etc. require regional cooperation.

in this arena.

ITU and its structure have capability to play the role of catalyst for realizing these requirements, and Nepal has good faith and trust in its activities.

I wish the conference a big success.

Thank you very much.

Thank you very much, Mexico, and thank you very much, ITU.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, indeed, Nepal, for your statement.

I'd like to call upon the Marshall Islands now to take the floor.

>> Representative From Marshall Islands:  Thank you for this opportunity.

Mr. Secretary‑General, Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.

I bring you warm greetings from the humble shores of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

On behalf of the President, Litokwa Tomeing, the Government and the people of the Marshall Islands.

It has been more than 14 years since the Republic of the Marshall islands joined the Union.

It is our great honor and esteemed privilege to be able to join this important Plenipotentiary Conference with our global commitment to the battle against climate change and sea level rise, and seeing ITU as the instrument to study climate change.

We join the global effort in achieving the millennium development goals, specifically the broadband Committee that will focus on the unique needs of the small island developing states.

The RMI is a developing nation.

We need to avail ourselves of the immense opportunities from the continued advance of information and technology in a coordinated and cost effective manner.

We had also impressed in our educational system on the imperative need to establish computer laboratories in all our schools as a first step in adapting to the mindset of our young generation towards ICT.

Mr. Chairman, the vast distance between our innovative islands with scarce resources and scarce population is a big challenge for us.

The RMI is fortunate that the first remote ICT telecenter located on one of our islands, was organized by the Union and that the island is the testing island for the FEMTO cell technology through the Asia Pacific, extra budgetary contribution by Japan.

Our scarce National resources aren't enough to develop our Information and Communications Technology infrastructure.

We can not ignore the needs of our young generation and drive them from the benefits of ICT.

Solutions rest in our ability to better educate our children, to prepare them for the study of science and engineering in college and beyond.

Most of the Marshall Islands have fairly limited awareness of ICT so are those with special needs.

One laptop per child is only read in magazines but only a small number of children are aware of it.

In the past up to the present, we are what we call kemem to celebrate the first birthday of a child.

We are trying to lower the infant mortality rate and we believe that ICT will help in the awareness, as well as HIV and aids awareness.

Even with the arrival of the submarine fiber optic cable last April of 2010, this year, that can serve 90% of the population who resides in the capital city of Majuro and one of the subdistricts, broadband applications will indeed be a very high hurdle to economic constraints.

Funding from the technology is too scarce, at family level Mr. Chairman people will choose to buy food for their daily subsistence instead of pursuing ICT know how.

Even our Telecom operator face challenges in connecting 29ATOLLS.

There are more 100 islands scattered in close to 1 million square miles of waters.

Sustain ability is always a small island developing state challenge.

The RMI declares our new definitive choice of 1/16 units class contribution to the Union.

Hence forth in this regard we'd like to say thank you to every Member State for supporting our request especially to Australia, Mexico, Tanzania, United States of America, Spain, Brazil, Trinidad and Tobago, Senegal, Philippines, Venezuela, Algeria and Pakistan for verbally conveying their support to the RMI.

I know if time was accorded to other Member States they would also voice their support so I would like to take this opportunity and thank the Member States for their support.

Mr. Chairman, in closing, I would like to reiterate our appreciation for the support of the Union and its members in assisting the RMI addressing its challenges, one of which is noted in document 66E.

We're also seeking the support of the Member States with the RMI proposal document 66E.

Muchas gracias, thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Marshall Islands.

I just want to comment that I was in that session and I am sure that the assembly was as a whole approving your proposal, not only the countries which used the floor, but every country at the assembly was supporting you as a whole Union does.

Now let's move on and hear from the Congo.

>> Representative From Congo:  Thank you, Chairman.

Chairman of the conference, ladies and gentlemen, Ministers, Secretary‑General of the ITU, Heads of Delegations, representatives of diplomatic bodies, distinguished guests, dear participants.

On behalf of the people of Congo, of its Government and the President of the Republic, I'd like to address to you the thanks, our thanks to the people and the Government of Mexico for the excellent organization on this beautiful land of the 18th Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU, as well as to extend my congratulations to the Chair of the conference during which we are going to proceed to new elections.

At this occasion, Congo would like to align itself with the position of the African group expressed by the Head of The African group, and taken up by the Secretary‑General.

Ladies and gentlemen, during the extension of the 5th conference of Hyderabad in 2010, my country, Congo, has successfully hosted the conference of the African region Plenipotentiaries group.

Under the authority of our President, Congo has undertaken a very substantial institutional reforms that have led to the regulation of the Postal sector, the regulation of the electronic telecommunications sector, and setting up a regulation body for Post and telecommunication.

It's an independent body that will be able to give impetus to the sector in our country.

These reforms are very timely in the reforms, the overall reforms in our country.

The Government of Congo has also committed itself to a vast program of investment in public information.

We have concentrated on fiber optics, on new generation telecommunications and we have concentrated on making available a fast Internet which will revolutionize our communications.

We have laid down an underwater cable.

This is an example of overall partnership.

It brings in foreign investors and the states themselves which will enable us by the year 2011 high‑quality broadband connection, which will enable us to have a well operating telephone system in particular in rural sectors.

It will enable us to see development in auxiliary services and last but not least, will enable administration to be more efficient, bringing the Government structure and the citizens closer together.

Therefore, Congo, which will be concentrating on broadband connections, will be able to tackle also the e‑governance, e‑business, e‑health, e‑surveillance, e‑education and e‑medicine.

These are the major sectors of concentration in the medium and long‑term for our country in the telecommunications sector.

We're trying to be integrated in international telecommunication and to bridge the digital divide.

As I have said, our President urges us to meet all these challenges in close partnership between the public and private partnership.

We have tried to ensure that there's a favorable environment for investment, taking into account all the interests of the partners in order to complete this fine work to integrate ICTs and telecommunications in our countries.

Ladies and gentlemen, investors, the ball is now in your court.

We wish long life to the ITU and to thank you for your attention.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank the Congo for their statement.

Now I'd like to call on Burkina Faso to take the floor and provide their statement.

>> Representative From Burkina Faso:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman of the Plenipotentiary Conference, Excellencies, Ministers, Mr. Secretary‑General of the ITU, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it's an honor and a true pleasure for me to be able to take part in this Plenipotentiary Conference of our Union which is hosted by this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

On my own personal behalf and on behalf of my Delegation I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the President of the Republic, the federal government, the authorities of the State of Jalisco and the people of Mexico for the wonderful conditions that have been provided to us to hold our conference on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of their access to independence.

I would like to present my warmest congratulations to the authorities and people of the United States of Mexico.

I'd also like to turn to you, Mr. Chairman, and to your Bureau, and congratulate you on your brilliant election to Chair this conference.

Your human qualities are well known, as are your competence and your experience and they will stand us in good stead all throughout the course of our work so that our achievements will be in keeping with our expectations.

Mr. Chairman, I'd also like to commend the men and women of the ITU for all the efforts undertaken to help developing countries to provide them with all sorts of assistance in the area of telecommunications, and also in the area of information communication a technologies.

I would like to make special mention, also, for our Secretary‑General, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, for the international dimension, international standing, he has given to our organization ever since he took over the role of Secretary‑General.

We're also happy to see that Timor‑Leste has rallied our organization.

I'd like to congratulate the authorities and population of that country.

I would also like to express the backing of Burkina Faso to Nigeria that suffered a bomb attack during the festivities that marked its 50th anniversary of its independence.

Excellency, ladies and gentlemen, the Plenipotentiary Conference is a very important stage in the life of our Union.

Indeed, it sets forth the general principles of the Union, adopts the strategic plan and the financial plan, and also elects the various members of the management team.

And also the members of the Council, and also the RRC, as well, is the framework in which the Member States will decide upon the role of our Union for a four year period and thereby determining its capacity to influence, to bear upon and provide direction in the changes of the telecommunications sector and ICTs.

Our conference will be looking at a number of very important issues, revision of the fundamental instruments of the Union, that is to say, the Constitution and the Convention, reform of the Union, strengthening of regional presence and many other issues, as well.

Regarding these various items, Burkina Faso, in keeping with its principles of a search for consensus, have always guided the attitude of our Delegation in all of the various conferences and sessions of ITU.

We do not have any position that is cast in stone.

We are receptive to all sorts of exchanges that will transpire during this conference.

We consider that the question of reform of the ITU is a very important matter, and we defend the principles of the preservation of the intergovernmental character of the Union.

That's the reason why we consider that it is only thanks to an increase in the reaches of the Union that we will be able to see to it that we can meet the needs of developing countries in the area of ICTs.

It's our hope this strategic plan that will be adopted will focus special attention upon the question of the closing of the digital divide, thanks to concrete actions and the decisions of commitments of the WSIS and especially the Summit "connect Africa."

We're also supporting build on the broadband programs that pertain to cybersecurity and climate change as major challenges we have ahead of .

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, Africa is one of those regions where we have seen a very steep growth in telecommunication and especially mobile density.

However, the digital divide is still a reality and we still have a long way to go to close this gap.

That's the reason why during the preparatory meetings in Africa for the WTDC, Africa on the basis of a number of regional initiatives underscored the need to set up regional, subregional and continental backbones to improve the connectivity of our Continent.

Burkina Faso also welcomes the taking into account of these initiatives and the various programs within the framework of the Hyderabad action plan.

For its part, Burkina Faso has hinged its strategy for the development of ICTs on three major thrusts.

First of all, the setting up of a legal institutional framework that is in keeping with the objectives of the building of the Information Society.

The deployment of broadband infrastructure, and also sectoral cyberstrategies, especially e‑government, e‑health, e‑education.

Thirdly, the taking on Board of the ICTs by the various levels of our ‑‑ echelons of our society, integration in the developmental strategy.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to underscore once again the solemn fashion that my country believes firmly in ITU and the international cooperation.

It's a pleasure for me to underscore the fact that Mr. COMPAORE the President of Burkina Faso took active part in the Summit connect Africa held in Kigali 2007.

Also took part in the high level segment of the 2008 and also the agenda on cybersecurity.

It shows that the authorities in my country attach a great amount of importance to the Union.

In order to continue working to further the objectives of the ITU, Burkina Faso is a candidate for the renewal of its mandate in the Council and submits the candidate Mr. Brahima Sanou for the Post of Director of the BDT.

Excellency, ladies and gentlemen, in order to finish up, I would simply like to wish on behalf of Burkina Faso that the results of this conference be commensurate with our expectations and I reaffirm in no uncertain terms our strong will to take active part in the construction of the information ‑‑ world Information Society of our country.

Therefore, commits itself to further the implementation of the regional initiatives that were adopted by the WTDC, held in Hyderabad, by paying some $50,000.

I'd just like to say long live international cooperation and long live ITU.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Burkina Faso for their statement.

I'd just like to say that our list of speakers is quite long, talking about another 15 speakers so I would be very grateful if our speakers would indeed make brief presentations.

As I said, we do have a 5 minute clock, a clock set at 5 minutes, and this is so as to be able to finish our agenda on time so if you could stick with the 5 minute time limit.

Our next speaker will be Papua New Guinea.

Papua New Guinea, kindly take the floor.

>> Representative From Papua New Guinea: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary‑General, Honorable Ministers.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor to address this Conference on behalf of the Government of Papua New Guinea.

We wish to thank our hosts, the Government of Mexico and its people, who have greeted us with great warmth and hospitality.

We would also like to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election.

ICT is proving to be creating new economic opportunities and has the potential of transforming every facet of human life.

These technologies can bring political, social, cultural, educational and commercial achievements to all.

Whilst it is the responsibility of all governments to ensure that their domestic polices foster an enabling environment conducive to the deployment of these technologies and to ensure the ability of its citizens to access and use them, the international community is equally responsible to ensure that all citizens of the world equally share and have access to these technologies.

This conference will address these issues and decide on the Union's leadership and make policy decisions to guide the Union in its work.

The ITU must be congratulated for the successful completion of the World Telecommunications Development Conference in India in May this year, where it   reaffirmed its commitment to ensure that ICT continues to improve and benefit humanity.

Noting that more than half of the world's population is still struggling to get access to basic telephony, the WTDC 2010 theme must become the driving force behind ITU's new leadership and policies.

PP2010 will need to explore how ICT can be better deployed for the betterment and realization of the fruits of an Information Society for all.

Mr. Chairman, we know that radio frequency spectrums and geo‑stationary satellite orbits are limited resources.

With the emergence of new wireless technologies which are heavily dependent on the radio spectrum, it is necessary that all users, whether government or private, work in the spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation and utilize these resources in the most optimal manner.

Further, it is essential that the ITU takes further steps to ensure that these resources are used rationally, efficiently and economically so that equitable access is available for all Member States.

This is the appropriate forum to address these issues.

Mr. Chairman, access to ICT services in Papua New Guinea is among the lowest in the world, despite recent improvements.

Introduction of competition in the mobile communications has resulted in increased coverage and access to services.

Mobile subscribers have now increased from about 160,000 in mid 2007 to about 2 million, bringing mobile teledensity to over 20% as of June 2010.

Access to internet and broadband remains a significant challenge though.

Our Government is taking the necessary steps in creating an environment to harness the potential of ICT in nation building.

After commissioning a major policy review, the Government approved a new ICT Policy in March 2009.

Late last year, our Parliament passed the new National Information and Communications Technology Act giving effect to the ICT Policy.

Open competition, restructuring of the regulatory system and bridging the digital divide are the key objectives of the reform agenda so that ICT can be a catalyst to our country's development aspirations.

PNG remains firmly committed in cooperating with the ITU  to narrow the digital divide based on the conviction that widespread uptake of ICT will bring about social and economic development.

To conclude, we look forward to joining with all delegates, and with you Mr.  Chairman, in making this the 2010 Plenipotentiary a success.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Papua New Guinea.

I'd like to call upon Kiribati to kindly take the floor.

>> Representative From Kiribati:

Your Excellencies,

Secretary General of ITU,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Kiribati and my delegation, I wish to join others in congratulating you Mr. Chairman for assuming the difficult but important task of leading and directing us through this conference.

Secondly, I wish to express deep gratitude to the Government and the people of Mexico for the warm welcome and hospitality that we continue to enjoy in this beautiful city of Guadalajara.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity to thank ITU, who has for the last few years, been assisting Kiribati in the Information and Communications Technology development especially in the capacity building, spectrum management and in the telecenter development.

Through the assistance of ITU and other development partners, the Government of Kiribati was able to provide internet access to many of our high schools located on remote islands through the provision of satellite dishes enabling internet connectivity.

This is very important as it allows our young people to make use of ICT in their learning.

This year my Government again through the assistance of ITU and other development partners, is establishing eight telecenters in remote outer islands that do not have access to basic ICT services such as telephony, Internet and email services.

The establishment of a telecenter in these remote outer islands is a move to enhance rural connectivity and a positive step towards bridging the digital divide experienced between our urban and rural islands.

Being a country made up of small coral atoll islands dispersed over a large area of sea water we cannot undermine the importance of effective and reliable communications and in this regard I wish to acknowledge the contribution of ITU toward these projects.

Mr. Chairman, in our effort to support ICT initiatives and developments nationally, regionally and internationally, Kiribati participated in the recent Pacific Regional ICT Ministers meeting in Tonga and endorsed the Framework for ICT Development on ICT for Development in the Pacific.

This framework identifies 5 year strategies for the Pacific region and emphasizes the importance of a coordinated approach.

As small island nations in the Pacific, we would urge ITU to work collaboratively with the Secretariat of the Pacific Community in implementing this important framework for our region.

Kiribati is also involved in the Pacific Computer Emergency Response Team initiative endorsed by Pacific Ministers in the Tonga meeting.

Kiribati represents the Micronesian countries in this initiative and again would like to request ITU to support this regional initiative.

Mr. Chairman, in ending I would like to reiterate my sincere appreciation to ITU and the Government of Mexico for the manner they have organized this conference.

I wish this conference great success in all its deliberations.

Thank You. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: I thank, Kiribati for that very concrete message.

Gambia has the floor now.

>> Representative From Gambia:  

Mr. Chairman,

Colleague Ministers and Heads of Delegations,

Secretary General, ITU,

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,

I wish to first of all extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude to the Government and people of Mexico for the warm and cordial hospitality accorded to me and my delegation.

I would also like to congratulate the Chairman of the Conference for his appointment to steer this Conference.

Mr. Chairman, the Government of The Gambia under the dynamic leadership of our dear President, Sheikh Professor Alh.

Dr. Yahya A J J Jammeh, recognizes the pivotal role ITU plays in shaping the global communications landscape of our universe.

The holding of the Connect the World initiatives and the Global Telecommunication Symposium among others are significant milestones that have contributed in not only laying the foundation but increasing ICT uptake and reach.

ICTs are helping shape our peoples' lives and facilitate development in mostly our developing nations and broadening opportunities for our present and future generations.

In The Gambia, we have made significant strides in making communication services available and accessible to our people.

Our internet backbone has been strengthened through a cross border terrestrial link with Senegal to access capacity on SAT‑3 submarine cable.

We are participating in the Africa Coast to Europe (ACE) submarine system in our pursuit to have our own landing station with direct access to 22 other countries from France to South Africa.

This project which is expected to be completed in the first half of 2012 will enhance our infrastructure and reach and also make communication more reliable and affordable.

We have 4 mobile operators that have covered over 90% of our country with total subscriber base of over a million people within a population of just over 1.6 million.

Mr. Chairman, my delegation wish to recognize the significant strides ITU has taken to make sure the potentials of new technological developments are continually explored and their adoption maximized for the benefit of all and sundry.

In that regard, we call on the ITU to further consolidate and extend its work, support and assistance to member states especially developing and small island states in the area of digital migration, cyber security and capacity building.

We are aware that considerable efforts are being made in these areas through the development of guidelines for the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting, the initiatives in combating cybercrime and the harmonization of policies in sub‑Saharan Africa.

Also my delegation would like to call on ITU, member states and sector members to further explore, collaborate and intensify efforts in addressing Internet Governance issues, ICTs and climate change and development of an ITU mark considered at WTSA‑08 for the certification of ITU Standards compliant equipment and materials.

At this juncture Mr. Chairman, I would like to highlight the significant progress being made in the area of infrastructure development and advancement of broadband in the African continent.

The advent of submarine cables like EASSy, SEACOM and TEAMS on the East Coast and the likes of ACE, Glo, MainOne, and WACS on the West of Africa have recorded the progress being made to address Goal‑1 of the Connect Africa goals.

We must recognize that this was made possible through public‑private partnerships including Governments, Banks and other private investors.

I therefore, call on ITU and member states to continue creating the enabling environment to nurture this new partnership.

In as much as we develop the international access infrastructure in AFRICA, there is still the need to explore the possibilities of providing access for landlocked countries to submarine cable stations.

The need to facilitate terrestrial cross border links to provide backhaul to cable landing stations especially for landlocked countries requires sub‑regional, regional and international policies and regulatory interventions.

We must endeavor to eradicate the cross border hurdles and national laws hindering such developments.

ITU should provide infrastructure to provide the access.

Mr. Chairman, if you may recall resolution 146 was adopted at PP06 to set up the process for review of the international telecommunication regulations.

This was considered at the World Telecommunication Forum 2009 in Lisbon, Portugal and the WTDC‑10 in Hyderabad, India.

My delegation believes that it's high time to review the ITRs taking into consideration the numerous developments that changed the dynamics and basis of such regulations made since 1988.

I thank you all for your kind attention and wish you a successful and fruitful Conference proceedings and productive deliberations over the coming weeks in the common interest of the ITU fraternity.

I thank you for your kind attention.

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Gambia.

Now, next speaker, Angola.

>> Representative From Angola:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary‑General,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Angolan Government and its Delegation, I would like above all to congratulate you for your election as President of the Plenipotentiary Conference and for carrying out brilliantly this great meeting, so wishing you success.

Angola recognizes the hard work that ITU has developed in the last four years and ever since, thus contributing to the actual stage of development of the telecommunications and information technologies sector all over the world.

Our beloved country, after overcoming with success the difficult years of war, is now engaged in a peace and rebuilding era, where infrastructures represent one of the main priorities for its development into an information and knowledge based economy and society.

At that regard, the Angolan Government is providing a timely attention and support to telecommunications and information technologies infrastructures in order to allow a broad access to the population in every corner of our country with the kind of services that might help to win the struggle against poverty and in helping at the same time the socio‑economic development of Angola and its people.

Ladies and Gentlemen, at this juncture I would like to reiterate an appeal to ITU in order to fulfill its legacy and in special, to consider within its program of activities for the next four years, for looking through its constitutional reforms in assuring enough institutional to support developing countries, so that issues such as the digital migration, cybersecurity, broadband access and interconnectivity, among others, could represent not only a pure technological changes, but also, an effective and sustainable transfer of technologies and knowledge in order to effectively reduce the digital divide since we cannot remain indifferent about the occurrences on our neighboring global village and environment.

Finally I take this opportunity to congratulate the Delegation of East Timor for its successful admission as a new member of ITU and at last but not the least, to thank the Mexican People through its Government, in particular to the inhabitants of this beautiful city of Guadalajara, whom, despite of the problems caused by hurricane Karl, joined forces and smiles to welcome us all with plenty of joy and hospitality.

Thank you.

Muchas Gracias. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Angola for their statement.

And now I give the floor to Gabon.

>> Representative From Gabon.

Chairman of The Conference, ministers, Heads of Delegations, Secretary‑General of the ITU, Ladies and Gentlemen, delegates.

In order to mark the great importance that is attached to the digital sector, the president, Omar Bongo, would have liked to have been personally present here at the session.

In order to chair his vision in this field.

However, he has done me the honor to transmit on his behalf friendly greetings to His Excellency, Mr. Felipe Calderón, the President of the United States of Mexico as a result of the recent national disaster that affected so many families in Mexico and neighboring countries he wanted on behalf of the people and government of Gabon to address his most sincere condolences as well as compassion.

On behalf of my delegation I would like to thank the Government of Mexico for the high quality and warmth of the hospitality that's been extended to us during our stay here in this country.

I'd like to take this opportunity for to commend our Chairman on his election and also the various other members of The Conference.

I would you now like to turn to Dr. Hamadoun Touré to his team we would like to reiterate our support and I can say that you have done a great deal, your efforts have enabled the ITU to fulfill with great responsibility and efficiency its very important missions in regulation and standardization and the telecommunication centers and ICTs the Secretary that is in constant evolution.

Gabon would like to extend its great appreciation to the whole team and ensuring better vision in Africa in order to bridge the digital divide to promote cybersecurity ensuring that the cyberspace is a secure one.

In Gabon the government program and future saying the future of the confidence relies on the services sector, business sector and government sector.

On the basis of plentyified program, Gabon is tackling all aspects of developing digital equipment, disseminating information, promoting digital TV, promoting cybersecurity, thanks to strengthening of capacities in services and its legal framework and regulatory framework.

The objectives pursued by Gabon in services is overall stable, reliable and equitable access including for rural, agricultural, nonagricultural areas that are possible points for special development.

When it comes to mobile phones in particular, we can see that a very high level, nearly 90% and the government has now urged for tenders to be received ensuring the next generation in the sector without any exceptions.

In a spirit of solidarity, Gabon along with other developing countries confronted by this joint problem is trying to ensure that we have good connectivity, both at the subregional international level.

When it comes to connecting Africa and integrating it in a global world, with active participation of the private sector, a very ambitious investment program is being drawn up at this very moment through the implementation of integration of central African countries within the framework of the central African backbone project and also the Africa goes to Europe program which will ensure security and increase of capacities available in our countries.

Ladies and Gentlemen, my country will remain particularly attentive to the work carried out in this conference and particular when it deals with decisions linked to finding financial resources for the Union and the development sector.

We there for support the African proposals along those lines.

As a country of Africa expresses solidarity we'd like to express our support to the African candidacy which will enable it to have a better presence within the ITU our joint organization.

Here I would like to wish every success for our work and I would like to thank you for your attention.

[Applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Gabon.

We still have another 11 countries on the list.

But I think nonetheless that we ought to have a brief, a short break, a short ten‑minute break in fact.

So that we can build up some momentum to later on forge ahead and hear the various general Policy Statements they provide us with a direction in the work that we are already carrying out.

We'll continue to perform in the future.

So at the very latest, let's be back at 4:20.

To resume, 4:20, thank you.

[Short break]

>> F. Borjón: let us now resume our session.

Could you kindly be seated.

So that we may begin.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we will continue with our plenary session.

Would you please take your seats.

We are going to resume the session now.

Could you kindly be seated.

 I hope that this brief recess will help us move ahead with renewed Vigor.

Yes, I think you have time to stretch your legs, walk about a bit, breathe some fresh air perhaps some of you had a cup of coffee and so we should be fresh now so that we can work with renewed Vigor we'll be able to listen to the fine words of the speakers that we still have on our list.

So, let's now hear from Sierra Leone.

>> Representative From Sierra Leone:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this very important 18th Plenipotentiary ITU Conference, in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Sierra Leone and my delegation, gratitude to the people of Mexico for the warm welcome and hospitality that we continue to enjoy in this beautiful and this beautiful city.

Allow me also to join others in congratulating you, Mr. Chairman, for chairing the sessions successfully.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, Sierra Leone has made notables strides in the reform of the telecommunications and information sector taking into 

Consideration that we are just

Recovering from the fever of war and today we  have succeeded in liberalizing the sector with the help of the independent regulator.

Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone recognizes that we are in the information age, as ICT is the central hub to the development and success of all spheres of national endeavors, be it economic, social or political.

Or even climate change.

Like other developing countries, Sierra Leone has realized that convergence of the media and information communication technology has become a reality we also believe the converged technologies have the potential of reduced the observed imbalances between developing and developed countries as well as between urban and rural areas.

If properly not looked in to these could increase the existing information gap between the developed and developing nations.

It is our desire that the outcome of this conference should stride towards narrowing the G.O.P. between the developing and developed countries anyway rowing what normally would be called the digital gap.

With the rapid change in the telecommunication environment and global economic characterized by liberalization, privatization and competition in the provision of services, Sierra Leone has finalized the policy of the universal access service, with particular emphasis on making information and communication facilities services accessible to the most remote parts of our country and enhance cybersecurity and improving critical information infrastructure protection, we 

Have also drafted a comprehensive ICT policy which is attracting contribution from all stakeholders in the economy including civil society.

Over the past few years Sierra Leone has experienced the benefits of the positive partnership with ITU, and its sector bodies.

With the positive energy and momentum in the ITU and its organs, we have confidence in the Secretariat to further accelerate the development of ICT for the benefit of all.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen the ITU has today become an international rallying point which seeks to groom all  the people of the world, through the political will of our heads of state and together with the dynamic leadership of our Secretary General Hamadoun I.  Toure.

As I have already emphasized  Sierra Leone is a developing country which, like most developing countries, is in need of rapid growth in all sectors.

Which explains why he Dr. Ernest Bia Koroma perceived ICTs development as a vital component in his agenda for change.

Mr. Chairman, may I also state that connectivity within individual countries including my country is a natural rallying point in the promotion of education, healthcare, e‑commerce and good governance.

In his determination to enhance teledensity and to improve connectivity, President Dr. Ernest Bia Koroma has approved the formation of the national ICT Council for which he is the Chairman.

Fellow participants, Sierra Leone is in the process of finalizing the modalities to land the submarine fiber cable in Sierra Leone to improve the bandwidth, hence to make components of telecommunications accessible to all.

We have installed telemedicine component, also an e‑learning on experimental bases to beef up the social oriented organs of the government.

Today Sierra Leone teledensity rate is about 40% and internet services has improved considerable.

We congratulate the ITU for providing leadership in the ICTs development, even though other development partners such as CTO have also played a meaningful role  in their efforts to partner with Sierra Leone.

We also believe in effective private sector participation in ICT's development because the government holds the view that rapid connectivity can better be enhanced through private sector participation.

Our concern, Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, has to do with the possibility of allowing poor quality equipments to be imported into my country.

This explains why we believe that the regulatory body should be empowered to monitor all equipment imported to the country to ensure that they are of good quality and of benefit to the consumers.

Mr. Chairman, Sierra Leone shares with others in believing that the future of global telecommunications is promising but complex.

ITU has an arduous task ahead in encouraging nations to collaborate in ensuring the establishment of realistic strategies and concrete plans as well as mobilizing all possible human, financial and technological resources for the provision of much desirable universal access to telecommunications services at the earliest.

Before I draw the curtain down, 

Mr. Chairman,

I once more congratulate the Secretary General Hamadoun I.

Touré and to further state that the President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, Dr. Ernest Bia Koroma has asked me, with my delegation to support his candidature as a Secretary general of the ITU for the second term.

I thank you all for your attention. 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: I thank, Sierra Leone for their statement and now we'll hear from Ethiopia.

>> Representative From Ethiopia:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Secretary‑General, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is my great pleasure to join other speakers in congratulating you, Mr. Chairman, on your election to the chair.

On behalf of people of Ethiopia and government, I would like to thank the Government and people of the United Mexican States, and in particular the people of Guadalajara, for hosting this conference and for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to us.

In addition, I would like to express my delegation's deep appreciations of the excellent work done by the Secretariat of ITU in making the necessary preparations for the conference.

Mr. Chairman, Ethiopia would like to support and cooperate with ITU so that it continues to play a vital role in transforming our society to information based society.

It is also our sincere desire to see and strive for a strong, and technologically vibrant and economically integrated World, which can effectively take part in this transformational process.

Our country is carrying out.

Ethiopia, as a seat of African Union, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the host of the ITU Regional Office for Africa, has to play an active role and participate in the effective implementation of such global initiatives of World Summit on Information Society commitments and action plans.

It is our sincere hope to see ICTs tangibly play pivotal role in achieving MDGs.

Ethiopia Recognizes the need for engaging in making concerted efforts towards ICTs applications at grass root levels.

Mr. Chairman, in the perspective of my country,

Telecommunications/ICT Infrastructure and services are regarded to be strategically important:  To enhance the expansion and penetration of quality education, health services, market access for small and medium scale enterprises, good governance and efficiency of the civil services.

To this effect, 2007,

Ethiopia is engaged in huge Telecommunication Infrastructure Development.

The infrastructure development among others consists of deployment of new all‑IP based network, and upgrade and optimization of existing networks.

These networks are now supported by 14,000 kilometers fiber optics backbone, while more is on the way to be laid.

The fiber optic network is connected to our neighboring countries Sudan and Djibouti.

We have also laid a fiber optics backbone network to Kenyan boarder.

These interconnections will create additional high speed international gateway.

To address issues of universal access more than 14,000 rural localities got access to basic telecommunication services.

In the next five years, my government planned to scale up this figure to 18,000 rural villages and achieve 100% coverage to rural and remote areas to make them able to have internet connectivity as well. 

Regarding the e‑government services, my government has been working on the following projects.

Government network known as

WoredaNet which linked nearly 700 local (woreda) and 11 regional government States across the country with each other and with the federal government headquarters in the nation's capital, Addis Ababa.

An education network (Schoolnet) which connected more than 700 secondary educational institutions.

An agriculture network (Agrinet), which linked more than 46 research and operational agricultural centers.

A healthcare network 'Healthnet' which will connect to all major referral hospitals for a nationwide telemedicine infrastructure.

In general, my government is putting great effort towards realization and deployment of an all IP backbone infrastructure construction which enables utilization of all types of services over the packet‑based transport network, including everything from basic voice telephony services to data, video, multimedia, and advanced broadband applications.

With the completion of the NGN, 

With the completion of the NGN, projects,  connectivity and e‑government projects, Ethiopia will contribute to the universal access and ICT development in Africa.

Besides, users will benefit from improved telecommunication and ICT service levels in such a way that affordability, service quality, and utilization of diversified services are guaranteed.

To scale up this ongoing effort of telecommunication services development, in its next five years of growth and Transformation Plan, the government has put stretched goals.

In 2014 the mobile tele‑density is expected to reach 64% and that of landline to 8.5%, from 8.5% and 1.5%, respectively.

We are determined to exploit the opportunities made available by ICT both as an enabler and as an economic sector.

We have also  been aggressively working on the fundamental institutional reforms of regulatory and operation activities.

Mr. Chairman, finally, I would like to assure you that my country will continue its commitment to work with ITU in its efforts of coordinating global ICT development, standards, scarce resources such as numbering and spectrum, combating cyberthreats, and the full evolvement of world information society.

I thank you! 

[applause]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Sir.

I thank Ethiopia for that Declaration I call upon Burundi to take the floor.

>> Representative From Burundi: 

>> Chairman of the conferences, ministers, delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

On behalf of His Excellency the president of Burundi Pierre Nkurunziza it is a great pleasure to transmit to the president of the United States of Mexico and to you Mr. Chairman, to all the ministers and delegations to transmit a friendly greetings of the people of Burundi.

I would like to extend thanks and gratitude to the authorities of Mexico and to the Secretary‑General of the ITU and to his team who have spared no efforts in the work that has been carried out in the last four years.

My presence at this conference is tangible proof of the determination of the government of Burundi to ensure that ICTs is cornerstone of developing development and to fight against poverty.

It is also proof of our firm determination to develop ITU.

Ladies and Gentlemen, ITU through its standardization sector, radiocommunication and development of telecommunications has as mentioned promoting development activities and ICTs, telecommunications for members for the benefit of members of the union.

Through their collaboration and solidarity developing partnerships with Member States, ensuring mechanisms for good functioning in accordance with the constitution of the convention the Member States contribute to achieving the objective of the Union that is global development of telecommunications and make humanity as a whole benefit from it.

Here Burundi has spared no efforts in order to immediate the objectives of the union ensuring favorable investment conditions and that is the will of the people of Burundi to ensure that the telecommunication sector is in a position through good legislation to develop.

The legal dealing ‑‑ the law dealing with the telecommunication sector also regulates, ensures regulation by the state which ensures good conditions for both public and private sector and that is historic, competitive environment there.

We are seeing a changing world but we have tried to adapt our legislation, so we have several draft laws that at the present time are going through the necessary readings in order to be able to promote and adapt the environment so that we can go on to the implementation level.

This covers development of ICTs which covers the years 2010 to 2025.

A law on telecommunications and postal services, also one on information which basis itself on the work done by the east African community on transport, communications and meteorologist.

This law will deal with electronic trade with electronic signatures, security in cyberspace, protection of privacy, rights to an I.P., competitiveness and management of information.

In order to Burundi has benefited from the great deal of support by the ITU and other organization international cooperation there.

Is a project underway which is aimed at connecting schools and hospitals from ten provinces of Burundi to make sure that they have high speed Internet access and to improve fiber optical connections.

This is a great step forward in reducing the digital divide and to ensure that both urban and rural areas benefit from this in Burundi.

Is made possible as a result of the many resolutions adopted by the previous Plenipotentiary Conference and in particular in resolution 1314.

The Burundi recommends that we adopt resolutions for the benefit of developing countries for post‑conflict situation and we support all resolutions to reestablish telecommunications networks that have been undermined as a result of natural disasters.

Cyclones, floods, drought, et cetera.

And other problems raised as a result of climate change.

I would like to stress that the use of ICTs is full of rich promises but it can also lead to abuse and destruction of the environment.

As a result much the speed of the development of ICTs, cooperation agreement at regional, subregional and international levels are absolutely vital in order to ensure that we have necessary penalties imposed in order to protect and to assure cybersecurity.

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU will go on to elect the officials of the union and I would like an advance to congratulate those who have completed their mandate for the work they have done and to wish every ‑‑ to wish good luck to those who are submitting their candidacy for the first time.

I wish all those people all the best and I wish you all success in the work of the conference, long live telecommunications and ICTs, thank you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Burundi.

Now we'll be hearing from Iraq.

Iraq has the floor.

>> Representative From Iraq:  Thank you, Chair.

Excellency, the Chairman, Excellency the Secretary‑General of ITU, Excellencies the Ministers, Heads of Delegations and Honorable assembly.

It is my pleasure and honor to represent my country Iraq in this conference, the Plenipotentiary Conference 2010.

I have the pleasure to express my deep gratitude to Mexico Government and people of Mexico for hosting our conference, and for their hospitality and good management of this conference wishing them all success and prosperity.

I would like also to express my congratulations to the Chairperson of this conference for the confidence that has been given to him by the participants.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, despite the fact that Iraq is absent from international or has been absent from international organizations and events for decades, Iraq is coming back to the field of communications and technologies in order to hold back ‑‑ to hold again its position since it was the engine of cultural ideas knowledge.

The Ministry of Communications has an integral part of the administration has since its creation in 2003 managed to go along with the developments in ICTs and communications.

It has shaped a new vision in order to upgrade this sector through partnership and through partnership between both the private and the public sectors, and through the opening up to other stakeholders on the regional and international levels.

The Ministry is responsible for shaping policies aiming at building the capacities of the sector.

We have an independent communications body that has been created innately and that is organizing this communications sector.

As a result of that, the investment environment is very conducive nowadays and is attracting investments that is development of partnership models between the Government and the private sector seeking to have Iraq more accessible to ICTs.

In addition to what has been said, I cannot but mention another development which is the creation of the National investment policy in order to create an open legal conducive environment that attracts all types of investments.

Our objectives and our strategies are very big and wide, and within our Ministry, and we get the support of our Government at high levels.

After the developments that took place in Iraq, we have moved from rehabilitation and reform to expansion and development.

Many achievements have been made recently in terms of enhancing and promoting the infrastructure of communications, the introduction of NGNs and the can connection of Iraq with neighboring countries through is submarine cables and the rehabilitation of the land infrastructure, as well as the excellent network as well as the transit, all this with the participation of the private sector.

Also another telecommunications network was established throughout Iraq along with WBB and the creation of other gateways.

Some of those achievements have been completed.

Some of those are ongoing.

Ladies and gentlemen, Iraq in no time has witnessed another kind of development of telecommunications.

For the first time, three operators have three licenses in mobile telephony, something that was forbidden in Iraq until 2003.

Now we are preparing for giving a fourth license to the Ministry of Communications with the participation and involvement of the private sector.

We're also moving to adopting WiMAX and 3G technology.

In addition to those achievements, the media as well developed.

We are witnessing a great media revolution in our days.

We have 106 cable TVs as well as other FM and AM stations.

This is showing a real transformation in terms of telecommunications which Iraq is seeking to catch up with all the delay.

All of this requires to reconstruct all infrastructures, namely, the communications infrastructure, so this requires the support and partnership as well as involvement of all the stakeholders, namely, the ITU, as well as other international organizations, Governments since Iraq is offering a conducive environment for communications.

So this is a personal call to you and a call from my Government to all of you to this conference as well to experts and companies.

I'm calling upon you to turn your attention to my country that will be witnessing the greatest phase of transformation and development within the region.

Once again I'd like to express our thanks to the ITU especially with the adoption of Resolution 34.

I would like also to thank all the neighboring and Arab countries for supporting us in order to develop the communication sector in Iraq.

Once again, I would like to thank you, and I wish you all success in your endeavors.

Thank you very much.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Iraq.

Now it's Armenia's turn.

Armenia, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Armenia:  Distinguished Chairman, Secretary‑General of the ITU, distinguished colleagues, ladies and gentlemen.

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Armenia, I would like to express my gratitude to the organizers of this conference, and to note its high level of organization.

Development in this industry from 1990 to the present day is characterized by de‑monopolization, minimizing the role of the State in the Telecom business.

A great many independent owners of cable infrastructure have appeared.

Competition has led to a sharp decrease of prices throughout the whole spectrum of Telecom services.

Concurrently, the influence of the regulatory bodies on the market decreased as a result of the increase in the number of players.

Naturally so, as regulation by definition is particularly needed when there is a monopoly.

At the same time, the practice of minimal regulation has spread also to the communication phenomenon which goes under the name of the Internet.

If I may, I would like to give you some information on the latest achievements, our latest achievements in the field of telecommunications.

I'd just like to give you a few numbers reflecting the present situation of telecommunications in Republic of Armenia.

During the period we have achieved full coverage for mobile phones in our Republic.

And up to 80% of our population have mobile phones.

36% of the population have access to the Internet.

As it is well known at the present time, ICTs in the world are entering an era of wireless broadband access.

The development of wireless broadband access is creating a completely new situation, when competing operators are leasing frequencies from states in order to construct wireless connections.

Effective ‑‑ in the allocated spectrum to provide wireless broadband access is only possible when there is a broadband connection between base stations, which at the present time is the best way to ‑‑ is best achieved through optical cables.

While the growth rates of Internet traffic leads us to think that in the near future, this will be the only possibility.

I would like to express my confidence that timely reaction to new challenges of the era of wireless broadband access is one of the most complex tasks facing the ITU.

Together with technological problems, we have to make sure that all efforts are made to speed up the process of taking decisions and making sure they enter into force.

The international character of the ITU represents a major force in ensuring accommodations are introduced and to ensure that effectiveness is increased.

When it comes to international cooperation, I need to bring to your attention the situation prevailing as a result of work starting on setting up a system to expand access to the Internet, thanks to the high‑speed information highway, initiated by a neighboring state, during which process Armenia was not viewed as a potential participant at this project.

This kind of international relation creates a disbalance in relations between countries in that region, and hampers the joint efforts to develop such an extensive Telecom system.

Armenia feels that when it comes to such projects, any political approaches should be shunned, as worldwide integration of countries in the area of ICTs should rise above political considerations or any other disagreements between member countries of the ITU.

In conclusion, I would like to stress the work done by the ITU management team, and in particular, the contribution made by the Secretary‑General of the ITU, Dr. Touré, in coordinating first of all ITU Member States in order to solve the tasks facing it, and in particular, the very positive contribution influence that this has had on the development of ICTs in the Republic of Armenia.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Armenia.

Now let's move on and hear from Paraguay.

>> Representative From Paraguay:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary‑General of the ITU, Mr. Hamadoun Touré, Mr. Secretary of communications of Mexico, Mr. Chairman of the plenary and dear friends and Delegates of the member countries of the ITU, it's a pleasure for me on behalf of Delegation of the Republic of Paraguay to express our cordial greetings and say how happy we are to be able to take part in this very important Forum of the ITU.

This worthy and highly influential world organization which Paraguay is a member of ever since 1927, furthers the Union as its name states, the Union of the countries of the world, the peoples of the world, in setting forth the various directives for the development of telecommunications for countries on an equal footing.

There's no distinction between large and small countries and the ITU makes it possible for all countries to share their experience and their knowledge in the area of telecommunications, and also to share in this information to the benefit of all of its members so that the world can become more and more integrated.

Our organization in this way furthers peace and development.

These are objectives which are inalienable from mankind.

Given the fact that a number of my Paraguayan compatriots are living abroad, I must state that telecommunications serve to offset the painful separation of families.

I'm grants can remain in contacts with the countries of origin thanks to very swift, secure and low‑cost telecommunications.

The points of origin and destination must comply with rules that are very clear and fair.

I say clear and fair, equitable.

This also must qualify the rules which govern international relations so that there is in no way interference with the radioelectric space of different countries, no interference with the sovereignty.

In this direction, Paraguay attaches high value to cooperation with its neighbors.

My country has a lot of experience to share in as well, within the framework of mobile telephony, great strides have been made in the area of coverage, services and technology.

A Paraguayan market for mobile telephony has 4 operators, 3 of which have third generation networks.

This makes it possible for more than 95% of the population of my country to have mobile coverage.

With a real penetration rate that is more than 60%, all of this for a country that has poverty indices that go beyond 35% of the total population.

These breakthroughs were not only due to decisions adopted by the regulatory body of telecommunication, but also it's been thanks to the management, the activity of professionals and companies who together invest and compete as well on an equal footing on the market in Paraguay.

They make use of the benefits my country extends to Paraguayan investors and also foreign direct investment.

I should also point out this efficiency has been demonstrated by our workers, our technical staff, and entrepreneurial staff has made it possible for us to export qualified work force to other Latin American countries and also to Asia and Africa.

Paraguay has been demonstrating a lot of dynamism when it comes to expanding optical fiber networks.

They have more than tripled in the last 5 years and also this is true of Internet penetration, especially mobile Internet.

New measures have made it possible to very clearly strengthen the connectivity of our country, and we've increased more than four‑fold the penetration of Internet services in the last two years.

Community broadcasting which is very important for social neighboring communication is something that the regulatory body of our country is keeping a close watch on.

Thanks to international cooperation, Paraguay very soon will for the first time initiate a public television station which will not be at the service of the Government, but rather at the service of the State, the public.

As a landlocked country, Paraguay also has to redouble its efforts to maintain and expand its connectivity with the world.

We are facing a number of challenges when it comes to providing for the socioeconomic development of our population especially in the area of telecommunications.

This means extraordinary efforts that are far ‑‑ go far beyond those engaged in by countries with a Coast line.

In this way, we have to offset our disadvantages, the disadvantages of our geography, and meet our objectives, given this situation, we're convinced that it's totally important to have for the first time a representative before ‑‑ that sits on the Council of the ITU that will express the position of landlocked countries so the plight and difficulties of landlocked countries are better understood, our interests are defended.

That's the reason why I would like to have ITU provide more support to landlocked countries so they can have access to international optical fibers in a direct fashion or a preferential fashion.

The concept of object oriented Internet that is developed by our Secretary‑General will be given more momentum.

Why mention telecommunications security?

We have to make sure telecommunication remains confidential, integral and available, as well.

It's worth mentioning also the question of health.

We want to make sure that people's health is not in any way impaired by radioelectric transmission.

And we also have to make sure that all pertinent information is made available to the public at large.

Dear Delegates, on the basis of our experience and our concerns, Paraguay for the very first time ever since 1927 is submitting its candidacy to have a member on the Council of the ITU for the region of the Americas.

We're doing this because we want to contribute even better to arrive at the united world thanks to telecommunications.

We hope to have the opportunity to deserve your trust and we hope that we will be up to your expectations.

Give Paraguay an opportunity, give us a chance and you will not be disappointed.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Paraguay.

Now Poland is next. 

>> Representative From Poland:

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I first, on behalf of the Government of Republic of Poland and Polish delegation express our thanks and appreciation to the Government of Mexico for hosting the Plenipotentiary Conference in your beautiful country.

Let me also congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your election to guide this conference through those busy 3 weeks.

It is my first Plenipotentiary Conference but since I took my office, I saw an importance of strong cooperation with the International Telecommunication Union.

I think that now, the importance of close international cooperation is even more important than before and therefore, since I ever have tended not to miss out any opportunity to be part of vital discussions on telecommunication issues on the international level.

Besides the important discussions, I am very proud that Republic of Poland made significant developments especially in the broadband regulations, Polish Act on supporting the development of telecommunications services and networks came into force just recently, but it is already a part of the ongoing project called New legislative Paradigms Fostering Development of Broadband Infrastructure.

Let me here express my appreciation for all the efforts made by the Union to establish the Broadband Commission which will help to ensure the universal access to the broadband infrastructure for us all.

I would like to take this opportunity to underline the dissimilar initiative called digital Poland was established by my Government as a platform of the knowledge exchange by the telecommunication and TTTs operating in Poland including the ICT sector.

Of course, the main issues is the infrastructure that the sector and user exploit.

If the infrastructure is not there, the digital exclusion gets bigger and bigger.

The sector gives limited offer and services and there is no demand created on the citizens' side. 

Moreover in a number of areas, rural in particular, lack of infrastructure is a simple result of the businesses not getting their profits.

Today's challenge is the Next Generation Networks and efficient wireless infrastructure all to support high and very high speed broadband access up to 100 Mb/s or more.

This year's Digital Agenda for Europe comes with precise targets to be met until 2020 including the requirement to provide broadband for all until 2013.

Our commitment has to remain ambitious even with the Agenda's goals being challenging for us.

Otherwise we will fall far behind our dreams.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Therefore Republic of Poland is committed to work closely with International Telecommunication Union and see the importance of ensuring that ITU is a leading telecommunication organization in the world.

Moreover, I am confident that this conference will bring us closer to those important needs and goals and that due the course of the upcoming weeks we will deliberate many important issues which will impact the telecommunication sector and last but not least our society.

I know that the time is precise and therefore I will finish now by one again thanking the Mexican Government for they effort.

We seek for your support for Poland for ITU Council member for Region C. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman

And thank you all for your attention.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: I thank Poland for their clear, concrete presentation, and it's with some time left over.

Now I give the floor to Ukraine.

>> Representative From Ukraine:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished Chairman, Secretary‑General, distinguished guests, and participants of the conference.

Ladies and gentlemen.

If I may, I would like to greet all participants at the Plenipotentiary Conference of the ITU.

On behalf of the Government of Ukraine, I would like to express my most sincere gratitude to the Government of Mexico for the excellent preparation of the conference in Guadalajara, a pearl worthy to adorn both beautiful Mexico, as well as our mother earth, and also to congratulate very heartily the people of Mexico on their 200th anniversary of their independence and the 100th anniversary of the revolution.

Nelson Mandela to fight and destroy is real easy.

The real heroes are those who establish peace and start to build.

I would like to address some words of gratitude to those present here in this room, the representatives of many countries who are building a new world, a world without boundaries, without prejudice, a world where equal opportunities are much more easily achieved than they were in the past, and this thanks to telecommunications.

Ladies and gentlemen, the theory of the Ukrainian academic community is known on spheres, a sphere of interaction between society and nature within whose boundaries man kind's wise activity becomes a determining factor for development, bearing in mind that the noosphere is the highest level of biosphere evolution when man kind has a major impact on natural process.

And one wonders then what is it that can profoundly affect its formation?

The answer is obvious, it's ICTs.

Working in the sphere of ICTs, we have to be aware that it is a great honor and also tremendous responsibility since we are forming the future, intensive introduction and the interaction of contemporary ICTs, the growing volume and speed of transmission of information is becoming an influence ‑‑ an instrument influencing mass consciousness.

I have listened very carefully to my colleagues who have taken the floor before me and I have noted that we indeed do have a number of similar problems.

For instance, the problem of the digital divide, cybersecurity, protection of the environment, overcoming poverty.

Together we are solving problems of the introduction of broadband access, of digital broadcasting, of e‑medicine and protecting children in cyberspace, and here, I would like to express my great gratitude personally to Dr. Touré, to Mr. Zhao, to the distinguished Bureau directors and to all the ITU staff for their excellent work as a result of which we have the possibility not only to meet to exchange opinions at the conferences in our daily work, but also to lay down the path to the future with humanitarian aims proclaimed by both Mr. Touré and by the ITU as a whole.

We're very happy that the number of members of the ITU is increasing, and most sincerely with wish every success to our new colleague, the Delegation of Timor‑Leste.

At the present time, the main potential for an increase in the number of subscribers throughout the world lies in the developing countries, in order to bridge the digital divide in those countries, they need to find ways of attracting investment in these countries.

A possible mechanism for solving this problem could be the ITU conference uniting the efforts of the business sectors and the Governments.

I would like to tell you, ladies and gentlemen, that the President of Ukraine has appointed the year 2011 as a year of the Information Society.

Just to tell you some of the achievements of Ukraine in the field of ICTs, at the present time, the Ukrainian telecommunications market represents 5% of the GDP of the Ukraine.

This represents up to date digital networks with a throughput capacity for data transmission of more than 100 gigabytes a second.

Virtually 1/3 of our population are regular Internet users.

This is why the main areas of activity for the Telecom administration of Ukraine will be to ‑‑ will be bridging the digital divide, introduction of digital broadcasting, and promising new technologies.

The reform of the related scientific sector, together with the Ukrainian academy of pedagogical sciences have signed an agreement on joint project to complete 100 Internet coverage in education, and ensuring children's protection in cyberspace.

We're concentrating on ICT education for our youth.

Maybe you have noticed that in our Delegation, there are a number of very young people present.

These are our students, and they will take back with them to Ukraine a new international experience at this high‑level conference, and will share that experience with their friends.

Distinguished Delegates, the French philosopher said the political commitments may be changed but commitments between man and man cannot.

At the ladies breakfast this morning, having heard about unity, the need to work jointly for the good of the world, and in particular, Dr. Touré's address to us as brothers and sisters, I can state that we are happy to be here and to be building together with you the main lines of communication connecting heart to heart and spirit to spirit.

We are convinced that these connections will help us to make the world a better place and to hear grateful response from mother earth.

We Ukrainians are fully aware of the immense responsibility and honor that we are granted in plague our role here as members of the ITU Council.

At the same time we're firmly convinced of the fact we're able to make a contribution in the work of the Council in the coming period, sharing those humanitarian ideas propounded by the ITU which is why we hope that the distinguished Delegates will do us the great honor of supporting our candidature to the ITU Council.

I would like to thank you for your attention, and with all my heart, I would like to wish the participants not only to work successfully at the conference, but also to receive pleasure from the beauty of the town of Guadalajara.

As Aristotle once said, beauty is a gift from God. 

I'd like to thank Mexico for their hospitality.

Our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Ukraine.

Give the floor to Portugal.

You have the floor, Portugal.

>> Representative From thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary‑General, Honorable Ministers.

Excellencies, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the Portuguese Government, it is an honor to address the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference here in Guadalajara.

A beautiful city famous for its warm hospitality and well earning its reputation as the pearl of the West.

Thank you for the wonderful reception that's been provided by our friends from Mexico. 

Allow me to start by welcoming Timor‑Leste to the ITU family. We are confident that your membership will greatly enrich the ITU and all of us.

Dear colleagues, Portugal has been a member of the ITU since its beginning and we continue to take our ITU responsibilities very seriously, as one of our key international commitments. The Portuguese Administration has been an active and 

We hope constructive member of the ITU throughout its history and especially in recent times. 

As you know, Portugal had the pleasure of hosting the fourth World Telecommunication Policy Forum in April 2009, which consolidated the importance of this Policy Forum for the discussion of global and intersectorial issues among high‑level participants and contributed for the development of the telecommunication sector worldwide.

Furthermore, Portugal gave a decisive incentive and funding for the establishment of the “Center of Excellence for Portuguese and Spanish speaking countries in Africa”, which plays a crucial role as a center for regional capacity building in telecommunications.

Ladies and gentlemen, I must also make a special reference to the e‑School International programme, an ongoing project that Portugal is developing in cooperation with the ITU, as part of the remarkable ITU initiative “Connect a School, Connect a Community”.

The e‑School International programme aims at promoting broadband Internet connectivity for schools in developing countries around the world, promoting the extensive use of ICT in education and learning by means of widespread take‑up of mobile computers and digital interactive content and tools. This programme has also the ambition of increasing the number of schools and communities with access to ICT resources and of promoting digital literacy amongst students, trainees and teachers.

This common project was formally announced at the last World Telecommunication Development Conference in Hyderabad and we can proudly inform you that a memorandum of understating, formalizing this project, was signed by Dr. Touré and by the Portuguese Minister for Communications, in a ceremony that took place last week, in Lisbon.

20 countries will benefit from this first phase of the program, with the initiative supporting the launch of one connected school project per country.

Each project will test innovative approaches using ICT in the classroom, measure the impact, showcase the benefits and share lessons learned.

Ladies and gentlemen, broadband inclusion is not a new cause of concern for Portugal.

In reality, it has been one of the main priorities of the Portuguese Government in the last years, we have launched what we called the ‘technological plan’, aimed at providing a wide access to Information Technology by the Portuguese people.

In this context, a number of initiatives, the "e‑initiatives," have been put in place, in particular to promote increased access to broadband.

Allow me to refer in particular to the e‑School program that was launched in June 2007 by the Portuguese Government.

This program aims at promoting access to the information society through the dissemination of laptops connected to broadband Internet in all schools, in order to increase info‑inclusion in Portugal.

Portugal is proud to say all teachers and students have today a laptop and Internet connection. 

To date, approximately 1.3 million laptops have been distributed, reaching more than one million mobile connections.

This has, in fact, contributed to Portugal being the second country with the higher mobile broadband penetration, according to a European Commission’s report.

Also in the context of our technological plan, and following the European Union policy, the Portuguese Government has recently announced the Digital Agenda, comprised of a set of action lines based on principles such as a national next generation network; better governance; an education of excellence, e‑health and mobility.

We are convinced that the Digital Agenda 2015 will be fundamental to the success of the Portuguese economy and for the innovation and modernization of our country through the use of information and communication technologies.

Fellow delegates, Portugal is standing for election to the Council at this Conference. Throughout this period, Portugal has fully supported the aims of the ITU and contributed for its development.

We are enthusiastic to continue and reinvigorate that contribution.

In the spirit of the World Summit on Information Society, we recognize that the benefits of the information technology should be accessible for all. Portugal is fully committed to turning this digital divide into a digital opportunity for all.

If Members decide to favor us, I can assure you of nothing less than our reinforced commitment and engagement, continuing the ongoing projects and embarking in new ones, if we have the opportunity.

We do believe we still have a positive contribution to make.

Thank you very much for your attention.

And thank you for your company.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much, Portugal.

And the last speaker that will be making a statement on general policy this afternoon is Mexico.

Mexico, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Mexico:   

Mr. Chairman of the conference, Mr. Secretary‑General of the ITU, dear officials, dear Delegates, and also dear officials of the ITU.

First and foremost, on behalf of the Mexican Delegation, I would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all of you for having chosen our country to be the venue of the Plenipotentiary Conference this year.

It's a source of pride for us to be able to host this conference and to comply with the commitment we took on Board four years ago.

We hope that you will feel at home in Mexico, and we hope we'll be able also to return the kind hospitality we felt in your countries.

There's no doubt regarding the importance of the ICTs now, how they can provide the basic aspects of human development such as health, education, commercial development, and also activities to protect the environment.

The President of our Republic mentioned a number of the strides we have made in the area of telecommunications in recent years, especially in areas such as essential infrastructure availability for broadband communication, radioelectric spectrum, digital transition, and also social coverage.

The dizzying pace of the advancement of ICTs bring with them new challenges.

We have to face them in a coordinated way.

We know that the analog to digital leap will require a major investment.

However, we are certain of the great benefits this will bring with it, such as the effective use of radioelectric spectrum and greater diversity of Telecom services.

Furthermore, we also have the need to face up to the challenges arising from the adoption of IPv6, bringing with it a lot of efforts in the area of interoperability and capacity‑building.

Mexico, as is the case with a lot of its brother and sister countries, was also very hard hit by natural disasters brought about by climate change and the spinoffs therefrom.

Today while we're dealing with these themes, millions of people are facing the need to solve the problem arising from the loss of their property.

In some cases, the lost of their loved ones, as well, and waiting for communication to return to normal.

As is the case some of the population of this country, and we are very saddened by these events.

We know that the coordinated work and also the commitment that we see in this conference can help us to better prevent and act in the case of natural disasters.

In these times, it's in these times that we must have the best and most effective services of Telecom.

Soon there will be the World Summit on climate change.

We must make sure that the ITU within the framework of its competence will make a major contribution to the work of that Summit.

This will require the coordinated action of all the various sectors of ITU.

On behalf of the Mexican Delegation I'd like to reaffirm our commitment to the work of the ITU with the inclusion of digital equity and cooperation and dialogue as being ways to move ahead to further the objectives of our different nations in order to make use of these priceless tools, we now have telecommunication networks and ICTs, and we must make sure that the populations of our countries can draw benefit there from.

Thank you.

[ Applause ]

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Mexico.

I'd like to thank all of our speakers who have stuck to the time, made it possible for us to finish up on time this afternoon.

And so this now concludes item 4, that is to say, general Policy Statements.

And I'll turn to the plenary Secretariat to ask whether or not there are some items to be dealt with now.

Brazil has asked to take the floor.

Brazil, you have the floor.

>> Representative From Brazil:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

On behalf of the Brazilian Delegation, I would like to invite all Delegates to this Plenipotentiary Conference to join us at a reception that will be held at the Hilton hotel just across the street here to a reception starting at 6:00 p.m. today following this session.

Thank you very much.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Brazil, for that invitation.

We also have Malaysia asking for the floor.

So Malaysia, please go ahead.

>> Representative From Malaysia:  Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the Minister of Information, Communications and Culture of Malaysia, I would like to invite all Delegates to the Malaysia reception this evening at 7:00 p.m. at the Presidente intercontinental hotel.

We have arranged for buses at the main entrance of this center to bring Delegates to the reception.

Buses will leave at 6:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., and leaving every 15 minutes.

Buses back to the hotels which are on the way to the Expo will be available at the Presidente after the reception.

Thank you, and I hope to see all of you at our reception this evening.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Malaysia, thank you for that announcement and also the invitation.

And I see Saudi Arabia is asking for the floor, Saudi Arabia.

>> Representative From Saudi Arabia:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Ministers, Honorable Delegates, participants, I would like to provide you with a reminder, a reminder of the ceremony that is slated for 8:00 p.m. at the Hilton hotel.

This, in fact, is an event, an invitation extended by the Minister of Telecommunications from our country.

I hope to see each and every one of you at 8:00 at the Hilton.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you very much.

This brings us to the conclusion.

I'd like to thank each and every one of you for your active attendance, participation.

All the Delegations who took the floor, Ministries, Excellencies.

I think I see a point of order.

I can't see, could you press your button?

Italy.

Italy, could you press your button and that way formally request the floor.

Italy, I recognize you.

>> Representative From Italy:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I simply wanted to recall that at 9:30 there's also in the Camino hotel a reception extended by our Delegation this evening.

>> F. Borjón: Thank you, Italy.

I thought it was a point of order.

Just recall that when you want to take the floor, you press the button there at your console.

I'd like to take this opportunity furthermore as to ask Italy ‑‑ yes, extend our warm greetings, to Mr. Bigi.

We miss him.

I hope everything goes well for him and his family.

This comes straight from my heart, warmest greetings and our best wishes for Mr. Bigi.

I can tell you that we really miss him here at the Plenipotentiary.

Thank you, Italy.

I don't know if there's anybody else that would like to make another announcement.

That is all.

Okay, thank you very much indeed.

This brings us to the end ‑‑ oh, I'm sorry.

Perhaps I'm a little bit tired this afternoon.

I apologize.

There is a very important item, that is to say tomorrow, tomorrow we will start at half past 9:00 tomorrow morning, 9:30 with the elections, the Secretary‑General and Deputy Secretary‑General.

I would like to recall that your presence is absolutely essential in this process.

This is one of the most important activities within the framework of the Plenipot.

I know a lot of you have come here with lots of enthusiasm to take part in the elections, so please be on time, be punctual tomorrow morning.

I'd just like to recall that once the election process has begun, has been initiated, then the room, the hall, will be closed.

That's the reason why we need your punctual presence here and your active participation in the electoral process.

The question of procedure that is set forth in our basic texts, so please be here on time.

Your presence is of fundamental importance.

Once the elections are begun and once they've begun and if you're outside, you'll not be able, you'll be excluded from the procedure.

That would be a pity indeed.

Your punctual attendance here is of essential importance.

Thank you very much indeed.

We will start at 9:30 on the dot.

The meeting is closed.

[ End of session ]
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